
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  September 26, 2016       
 
RE:   3840 N. Roosevelt Blvd  
         (permit application # T16-8127) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
 
An application was received for Conceptual Landscape Plan Approval with 
Tree Removal.  A staff report was created on September 23, 2016 
regarding the removal and transplantation of trees in relation to the 
development of the housing.  The report is attached. 
 
The Landscape Plan submitted includes over 70% native vegetation.  The 
proposed project will require the replacement of 47.9 caliper inches of 
approved trees on the property.  The landscape plan shows approximately 
15 caliper inches of shade trees (4 trees) and an approximate 99 caliper 
inches of tall shrubby type trees and 67 native palms with over half of the 
palms being Coconut palms.     
 
Approval of the Conceptual Landscape Plan With Tree 
Removal at 3840 N. Roosevelt Blvd includes the removal of 
one (1) Green Buttonwood and (1) Strangler Fig tree at 
3840 N. Roosevelt Blvd to be replaced with 47.9 caliper 
inches of dicot or fruit trees from approved list, FL#1, to be 
planted on site and the transplantation of (2) Gumbo 
Limbos, (2) Dahoon Hollys, (3) Alexander Palms, and (3) 
Cabbage Palms on site. 
 



STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  September 23, 2016      
 
RE: 3840 N. Roosevelt Blvd (permit application # T16-8127) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting Conceptual Landscape Plan Approval 
with Tree Removal to include the removal of (1) Green Buttonwood tree 
and (1) Strangler Fig tree.  A site inspection was done and documented 
the following: 

                     
 



 
 

   

Green 
Buttonwood

Strangler 
Fig 



           Tree Species: Green Buttonwood (Conocarpus erectus)              
                 

                 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo above shows utility line cuts. 



                



 



 



 

Evidence of insects-
note mud trails 



 



                   
 
Diameter: 24.2”  
Location: 70%  (growth of canopy impacted by utility lines)     
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 20% (evidence of insects at base, decay in tree)  
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter =  15.2 replacement caliper inches 
 



           Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea)                         
 

                  



 
 
 

 



               



               



               



                   
 
Diameter: 43.6”  
Location: 75% (canopy one sides due to canopy of buttonwood tree)    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair to poor health-old cuts with decay)  
Total Average Value = 75%  
Value x Diameter = 32.7 replacement caliper inches 



While no evidence of insects (word borers or termites) was seen on 
the Strangler fig tree, its closeness to the buttonwood indicates 
insects are probably in the root system.  The root system of both 
trees is intertwined with each other.  Also, the canopy of the fig tree 
indicates signs of root death and health issues with the tree.  
 
It is also known that the Fire Marshall is insisting that a grassed fire 
lane be created in the area where the two trees are located. 
   
Ten trees planted as part of the required landscape plan for the 
neighboring hotel, The Gates, and will be relocated on this site. 
 
Recommendation:  Recommend approval of the removal of 
one (1) Green Buttonwood and (1) Strangler Fig tree at 
3840 N. Roosevelt Blvd to be replaced with 47.9 caliper 
inches of dicot or fruit trees from approved list, FL#1, to be 
planted onsite. 
 
Photos of the site: 
 

     

Two cinnamon 
bark trees to 
remain in place 
(Tree #1 and #2) 



 
 
View of the northwestern property line.  Most of the existing trees 
were planted as part of the landscaping requirement for the 
adjacent property. 
 

 

Tree #1 & #2 

Tree #3 
to remain 

Tree #4 
to remain 



 
 

 

Tree #5 & #6 

Trees to be 
transplanted: # 
5, 6, 7, and 8 

Tree #6 
Tree # 7 & #8 



 
 

 

Trees to be 
transplanted: 
# 7, 8, and 9 

Tree #10 
to remain 

Tree # 7, 8, and 9

Trees to be 
transplanted 

Tree #11, 12, & 13 

Tree #14 & #15 



 

 
 

 
 

Trees to remain: 
# 16, 17, and 18 

Trees to remain: 
#18, 19, 20, 21, 
& 22



 
 

 
 

Trees to remain:  
#23, 24, & 25 

Trees to remain:  
#26, 27 & 28



Trees along the southeastern property line. 
 

 
 

 

Tree #29 to 
remain 

These trees and 
shrubs are on the 
adjoining property 
and will not be 
impacted by the 
proposed work. 



        
 

 

Tree #30 & 
#31 to be 
removed 

Young 
trees and 
shrubs to 
remain-on 
adjoining 
property. 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 










