
Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 

Staff Report 
Item 6 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting Date:  August 27, 2014 
 
Applicant:   City of Key West/ Bermello Ajamil, Architects 
 
Application Number: H14-01-1257 
 
Address:   Southwest corner of Truman Waterfront Park 
   
Description of Work: New one story structure to be used as Community 

Center and oval covered arcade. 
 
Site Facts: Truman Waterfront is a site of approximately 32 

acres located on the west side of the historic district. 
The land was transferred by the Navy to the City of 
Key West. A Memorandum of Agreement was signed 
by the parts and includes, among others, land use 
limitations, setbacks, State Park access as well as 
specific requirements for Navy vehicular accesses 
through the land.  

Guidelines Cited in 
Review: Additions, alterations and new construction (pages 

36-38a), specifically guidelines for new construction. 
 

 
Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness proposes the construction of a one story 
metal frame structure. The building will comprise of a lobby, which will have a 
shed roof and the community center that will be covered with a curved roof. 
Also proposed is an oval arcade. The arcade that is proposed will be built in 
concrete. 
 
The building extends on its tallest point a maximum height of approximately 36 
feet from ground. The community center portion of the building will have 
textured stucco walls that will support a clerestory window system on three 
facades. The curved roof will be covered with silver colored standing seam metal 
panels. The lobby and main entrance structure will be rectangular in footprint 
and will have textured stucco walls that will support metal louvers on three 
sides. One side of the structure will connect to a proposed oval arcade. The 
logia will serve as an axis and connector between the parking area located on 
the west side of the lot and the open field next to the Community Center.  
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The application includes a color scheme where a light blue will be used for the 
exterior walls, dark cream color will be used for base columns, pilasters and 
exterior soffits and bone white color for building trims, arcade and as an accent 
color. All doors, windows and louvers will be metal units.  

 
Consistency with Guidelines 

 
The plan proposes a structure that is contemporary in design. The introduction 
of a clerestory over almost solid walls under a curved roof brings a transparency 
to the building that helps lowering the scale. The proposed architectural details 
and forms do not mimic any existing vernacular structure but are compatible 
with industrial utilitarian architecture, which was common in the military base.  
That architectural reference in construction materials, scale and proportions 
makes the proposed design an appropriate one to be built on a site that used to 
be a military base. It is staff opinion that the proposed plans are consistent with 
the guidelines regarding new construction.  
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