
MEMORANDUM 

Date:  October 10, 2024  

To:  Community Redevelopment Agency 

Via:  Todd Stoughton, Interim City Manager 

From: Karen Olson, Director Port & Marine Services 

Subject: 24-6342 Ratify Emergency Procurement Award to D.L. Porter Constructors, Inc

Introduction 
Resolution approving the ratification of the Emergency Procurement and any necessary budget transfer for 
the contract awarded, to D.L. Porter Constructors, Inc., for ITB #24-013 Ferry Terminal Renovation, Base 
Bid and Alternate Bids #1, #2, #3, and #5 in the amount of $2,391,954 pursuant to Sec. 2-797 of the City 
of Key West Code of Ordinances executed by the City Manager on August 29, 2024.  

Background 
The Key West Bight Ferry Terminal sees over 140,000 passengers per year and is a valuable revenue source 
for the City. The Ferry Terminal was completed in 2003 and needs significant upgrades to continue 
servicing the ferries and passengers that utilize the facility.  

The project includes exterior paint, new doors and windows, new roofing, and new elevator and equipment.  
This project is funded in part with $5,018,855 in funding from Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant of 2021 from the U.S. Department of Treasury to be 
administered by the State of Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). This grant agreement was 
approved through Resolution #22-069. 

ARPA funding awarded to the City of Key West must be spent by December 31, 2024, per the grant 
agreement.  Following a site visit from FDOT in February 2024, FDOT began a series of meetings to check 
on the City’s progress on expending the ARPA funds to address concern that funds were not being spent 
fast enough to meet the December 31 deadline.  While the City has done a satisfactory job throughout the 
progress meetings, a significant portion of the funding remains.  With FDOT’s approval, ITB #24-013 was 
advertised for the duration of time required by federal and state regulations resulting in essentially no time 
for the City to move forward with the project and expend the ARPA funds unless Emergency Procurement 
procedures are approved. 

Given the progress to date, $2,474,958.91 reimbursed and an additional $175,000.00 to be submitted for 
reimbursement by the end of August (approximately 53% of funds), FDOT has prepared the necessary 
documents to terminate the grant agreement and de-obligate the remaining funds ($2,368,896.09).  To 
prevent this from occurring or, at a minimum, reduce the amount to be de-obligated to the fullest extent 
possible, Emergency Procurement procedures are needed to avoid loss of funding. 

The City of Key West advertised ITB #24-013: Ferry Terminal Renovation in September 2023 seeking 
bids from qualified individuals or firms for Ferry Terminal Renovations at the Key West Historic Seaport.  
Four (4) responses were received on September 26, 2024, as follows:



All bids were reviewed by Seaport Staff and the lowest bidder, Marino Construction Group, has been 
deemed non-responsive for providing a non-compliant roofing finish and specifying manufactures for 
elevator/ equipment and aluminum storefront that were not approved.  D.L. Porter Constructors, Inc, was 
determined to be the lowest responsive bidder after waiving a minor formality of failing to confirm receipt 
of Addendum #3 with their bid package.  D.L. Porter Constructors, Inc, subsequently confirmed a clerical 
error and receipt of addendum #3. 

The Key West Bight Management District Board approved this item at their September 11, 2024, meeting 
through Resolution KWB #24-20. 

Procurement 
The City of Key West will lose up to $2,368,896 if we cannot spend down the grant funds by the end of 
December 2024. Funds are available in account 405-7506-575-6300 (KB75062201). 

Recommendation 
The City Manager’s Office and the Key West Bight Management District Board recommends the 
Community Redevelopment Agency ratify the Emergency Procurement and any necessary budget transfer 
for the contract awarded, to D.L. Porter Constructors, Inc., for ITB #24-013 Ferry Terminal Renovation, 
Base Bid and Alternate Bids #1, #2, #3, and #5 in the amount of $2,391,954 pursuant to Sec. 2-797 of the 
City of Key West Code of Ordinances executed by the City Manager on August 29, 2024. 




