
Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 

Staff Report 
Item 8a 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Meeting Date:  August 27, 2014 
 
Applicant:   William Shepler, Architect 
 
Application Number: H14-01-1107 
 
Address:   #330 James Street 
   
Description of Work: New wood and glass french doors at rear. New 

aluminum and glass doors at commercial space. 
 
Building Facts: The building for this review is a church that has 

been readapted to a commercial/ residential use. The 
structure is listed as a contributing resource. The 
gothic revival structure used to be the Wesley 
Methodist church. Although the survey includes the 
date of construction as ca. 1900 the Sanborn map 
depicts the structure for the first time in 1948, 
meaning that the structure was built between 1926 
and 1947. Still the structure is unique on its own. 
The structure was vacated as a church in 1981 and 
has been used as a commercial space. An attached 
addition was built in the back. The building sits on 
the southwest corner of Julia and Whitehead Streets. 

 
Guidelines Cited in 
Review: U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards (pages 16-

23), specifically Standards 1, 2, 6 and 9.  
 
 Entrances (pages 32-33), specifically guidelines 10 

and 11 of page 33. 
 

Staff Analysis 
 
The Certificate of Appropriateness for review proposes the removal of the 
existing main façade front door and side lites of the main structure to be 
replaced with a pair of single panel glass doors with aluminum frame units. The 
doors will have the same height and width as the existing ones. The plan also 
includes the installation of single panel glass doors with wood frames on the 
back portion of a non-historic addition. Bricks are proposed as floor surface 
material on the south west corner of the lot. 
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Consistency with Guidelines 

 
 
The proposed design will not damage, obscure or destroy any historic exterior 
fabric of the building. Since the building has been converted to commercial the 
structure still have its original appearance of a church. Staff understands the 
need to make the structure read as commercial but it cannot compromise the 
integrity of the building. Although the photograph circa 1965 shows a pair of 
wood doors with jalousies that have residential look it is staff’s opinion that the 
original doors for the church were definitely made of wood. An appropriate 
solution for the front doors in this specific case will be a pair of single pane 
glass doors with wood frame. The frame should match the existing color of the 
window frames. 
 
For the proposed doors on the back of the non-historic addition staff opines 
that the proposed doors are consistent with the guidelines. The proposed walls 
for enclosing the back portion as well as the proposed bricks will also be in 
compliance with the guidelines. 
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