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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

DATE:  July  18, 2024 

RE:  704 Olivia Street (permit application # T2024-0237) 

FROM:  Amy Dismukes 

An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Gumbo 

limbo tree due to damage being caused to home. A site inspection 

was done and         

documented the            

following. 

TREE SPECIES:  
Gumbo limbo

(Bursea simaruba) 

 

NOTE:  TREE  

NOT FLAGGED 

FOR  INSPECTION 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 
The tree is in a planter and is growing into the house. A gumbo 
limbo tree should have never been installed in this location as it 
is a tree and not an ornamental shrub. WRONG PLANT WRONG 

PLACE! 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 
The lower trunk is encroaching upon the front porch. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

A closer view of the bottom of the trunk as it is growing into the 
front porch. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

The trunk has grown into the roofline and will continue if not                      

removed, with potential damage to the roof and soffit area. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

The top portion of the trunk has grown onto the roofline and 
over the 1st story of the house. The canopy hangs       

predominately over the porch and is approaching the      
dormer windows on the 2nd story 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

Diameter:  15” 

Location:  70%  (tree is in the front of the home and very visible to 

the public, however, it is damaging the structure in two areas and 
wounding itself)                                                                                                    
Species:  100% (on the protected tree list) 

Condition:  75% (tree is in decent health but wounded where it is 
growing into the structure) 

Total Average  Value =  81% 

Value x Diameter = 12.2 replacement caliper inches 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 














