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STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:  May 2, 2024       
 

RE: 1125 Duval Street-La Te Da (application #TP2024-0001) 

 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  

 

On April 8, 2024, an application was submitted for Conceptual Landscape Plan 
approval for a minor development plan.  There are four regulated, non native 

palms being proposed for removal.  Numerous other trees and palms are to 

remain.   
 

The property is an existing commercial property that is being remodeled to  

include the removal of the interior pool and the addition of a neighboring property 
on Catherine Street, to the complex. The property is currently being reviewed for 

a minor development plan through the Planning department and landscape 

waivers have been requested.      
 

The Conceptual Landscape Plan dated April 25, 2024, is not 70% native 

vegetation.  Out of 25 palm/tree species proposed to be planted, 64% are native 
species-trees that are primarily being planted along the property line buffers of 

the Catherine Street property.  Nine non-native palms are being proposed to be 

planted with 8 being planted in the area where the pool is being removed.  
 

There are two existing and open tree removal permits related to this property.  
T15-7441 requires the planting of 8 caliper inches of approved trees and T2023-

0101 requires the planting of 5 native palms, a minimum of 4 ft tall each palm.  

The proposed landscape plan proposes no native palms but does proposes a total 
of 42 caliper inches of trees.  

 

City code allows for the planting of dicot trees instead of palms to close out tree 
permits.  The equivalency of palms to trees is 1.3 caliper inches = 1 palm (5 

palms = 6.5 caliper inches plus 4 palms = 5.2 caliper inches).  Therefore, the 

proposed landscaping plan does incorporate all the required open permit 
mitigation requirements and the proposed palm removal requirements.  

 

Approval is therefore requested by the applicant for Conceptual Landscape Plan 
approval with palm removal for the revised submitted plan dated April 25, 2024, 

to include the removal of (2) Foxtail Palms and (2) Christmas Palms to be 

replaced with 4 native palms, each palm a minimum of 4 ft tall or 5.2 caliper 
inches of approved trees to be planted on the property and incorporated into the 

landscape plan. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Photo showing 

the corner of 

Duval and 

Catherine 

Streets. 

Existing  

Foxtail palms 

and lignum 

vitae trees to 

remain. 

Standing at 

Duval 

Street 

looking 

down the 

Catherine 

Street side 

of property. 



 
 

 

Standing on 

Catherine 

Street in front 

of what was 

once 515 

Catherine, 

looking 

toward Duval 

Street . 

Rear property 

line of added  

Catherine 

Street parcel-

Banana plants 

are not 

regulated. 



 
 

 
 

Two photos 

showing the 

interior pool 

area.  Existing 

tall palms are to 

remain, pool is 

to be removed 

and area 

replanted wit 8-

non native but 

indigenous 

Alexander 

palms. 



 

 

Application 
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