
TREE COMMISSION TREE REMOVAL REPORT 
CITY of KEY WEST 

 
PROPERTY: 1214 Laird St 
 
APPLICATION NUMBER: T2025-0043 
 
REQUEST: Property owner is seeking removal of (4) Beautyleaf Trees (Callophyllum inophyllum).   
 
APPLICATION SUMMARY: An application was submitted to remove four beautyleaf trees from the 
backyard of the property.  The application states that the backyard is to be relandscaped and the 
trees’ roots are creating large trip hazards and there are concerns of impacts to the plumbing due to 
the roots.   
 
TREE ASSESSMENT and PHOTOS: 
 
Tree 1: 

 A photo of the tree overall 



 
A photo of the tree’s roots along the backwall and back of the house and a photo of the roots’ 
wrapping the tree 

 



 
A photo of the tree’s canopy 
 
Diameter: 12.1” 
Condition: 80% (the health is good, the canopy is healthy, but the roots are starting to wrap around 
the tree) 
Location: 40% (growing in back yard, close to the house and close to the concrete wall, the roots are 
taking over the pathway and going towards the house) 
Species: 50% (Not on City of KW protected tree list, nor on unprotected tree list) 
Tree Value: 57% 
Required Mitigation: 6.9 caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tree 2: 

 A photo of the tree overall 

 A photo of the canopy 



 
A photo of the trunk of the tree 
 



 
A photo of the trunk and crotch of the tree and a photo of the roots near the house 

 
 



 
A photo of the roots in the walkway 
 
Diameter: 13.5” 
Condition: 80% (the health good, the canopy is healthy, the roots are growing out into the yard and 
towards the house) 
Location: 50% (growing in back yard, close to the concrete wall, the roots are taking over the pathway 
and going towards the house 
Species: 50% (not on City of KW protected tree list, nor on unprotected list) 
Tree Value: 60% 
Required Mitigation: 8.1 caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tree 3: 

 
A photo of the trunk and roots of the tree 



 
A photo of the canopy of the tree 
 
Diameter: 12” 
Condition: 80% (the health good, the canopy is healthy, the roots are growing out into the yard and 
towards the house) 
Location: 50% (growing in back yard, close to the concrete wall, the roots are taking over the pathway 
and going towards the house 
Species: 50% (not on City of KW protected tree list, nor on unprotected list) 
Tree Value: 60% 
Required Mitigation: 7.2 caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tree 4: 

 
A photo of the trunk and roots of the tree 



 
A photo of the canopy of the tree 
 
Diameter: 12.8” 
Condition: 80% (the health good, the canopy is healthy, the roots are growing out into the yard and 
towards the house) 
Location: 50% (growing in back yard, close to the concrete wall, the roots are taking over the pathway 
and going towards the house 
Species: 50% (not on City of KW protected tree list, nor on unprotected list) 
Tree Value: 60% 
Required Mitigation: 7.7 caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trees 3 and 4 and their roots 

 
Photo of trees 3 and 4 and a photo of their roots 

 



 
2 photos of their roots going towards the house  

 
 
 



 
Total Required Mitigation: 29.9 caliper inches 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The trees are all in great health and are thriving. The roots are definitely 
extensive though and can be a tripping hazard. I’m not sure if removal of all trees would be 
necessary. I think Tree 1 is posing the greatest risk as its roots stretch the length of the house almost, 
and it’s closest to the house. The other 3 may be able to have their roots trimmed from the house and 
reduce the trip hazards. There are root blockers as well that may be beneficial in situations such as 
this. The canopies are not extensive and root trimming would not be in the dripline 
 
Please note: there is a current enforcement case at this property for unauthorized, improper trimming 
of (3) buttonwood trees resulting in tree abuse. 
 
             
PREPARED BY:             
 

Mckenzie Fraley 
 
Mckenzie Fraley 
Urban Forestry Manager 
City of Key West  
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