






































 

Bender & Associates Architects, P.A. 
410 Angela Street | Key West, Florida 33040 | 305-296-1347 

info@benderarchitects.com | www.benderarchitects.com 
Florida License AAC002022 

May 6, 2024 
 
Mayor Teri Johnston 
City of Key West 
1300 White Street 
Key West, FL 33040 
 
RE: Casa Marina Hotel Rezoning 
 
Mayor Johnston and City Commissioners, 
 
I am writing this letter in opposition to the rezoning of 3.3 acres from residential to commercial. This 
rezoning will allow tourist commercial uses as a “matter of right” displacing seriously needed workforce 
housing. 
 
This zoning request was denied by the city zoning office because it does not comply with city land use 
regulations, city code section 90-521 (9) and will have an adverse impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood city code section 90-521 (4). 
 
I support affordable housing. If passed, this will impact that needed affordable housing and put demands 
on our infrastructure. In short, it does not lessen our chronic housing crisis; it increases it and is contrary 
to our land development regulations of 1997 and the comprehensive plan of 2013. 
 
This rezoning request benefits the Casa Marina Resort and diminishes our affordable housing crisis. It did 
pass the city planning board on its third attempt on a 5-2 vote. The city planning board is leaving this 
issue to the city commission for a decision. 
 
You should deny this application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Bert L. Bender, Architect 
 
CC: Commissioner Jimmy Weekley, District I 
 Commissioner Samuel Kaufman, District II 
 Commissioner Billy Wardlow, District III 
 Commissioner Lissette Carey, District IV 
 Commissioner Mary Lou Hoover, District V 
 Commissioner Clayton Lopez, District VI 
 Katie Pearl Halloran, Planning Director 
 Keri O’Brien, CMC, Key West City Clerk 
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