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                                     MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 

 

DATE:    December 27, 2013     
 
RE:   938 Whitehead Street (permit application # 6665) 

 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1)  Royal Poinciana tree.  
A site inspection was done on December 20, 2013 and documented the 
following: 
 
Tree Species:  Royal Poinciana   (Delonix regia)                        

                          



Diameter: 17”  
Location:  40%  (root issues with sidewalk and historic structure-bldg.  Jack 
Holland stated that architect claimed that the root system of tree was 
impacting the foundation area-need documentation.  Can see cracks in 
sidewalks from roots.  High visible area, immediately next to large banyan 
tree.)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair-does need a good trim, some decay on branches 
observed, codominace issues with main branch and trunk connections )   
Total Average Value = 66%   
 Value x Diameter =  11 replacement caliper (dbh) inches * based on 

letter from architect stating that the roots are an issue to the nearby 

historic structure 
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Recommendations:  No recommendation at the time of writing this 

report.  If documentation is provided indicating root impact issues to 

the historic house, then would recommend approval of the removal of 

(1) Royal Poinciana tree located at 938 Whitehead Street (Key West 

Lighthouse), to be replaced with 11caliper inches of FL#1 native dicot 

or fruit tree.  If documentation not received, then recommend denial of 

removal-public benefit. 

 

Alternative would be to trim canopy and root prune tree with some sort 

of root barriers installed along sidewalk near historic structure. 
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