
 

 

 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 

 Staff Report for Item 9 
 

To:  Acting Chairman and Historic Architectural Review  

Commission Members 

 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 

   Historic Preservation Planner  

 

Meeting Date:  July 23, 2024 

 

Applicant:   Bender & Associates, Heaven Burkee, Architect 

 

Application Number:  H2024-0030 

 

Address:   719 Washington Street 
 

 

 

Description of Work: 

 
Renovations and additions to existing house and rear addition replacement. New accessory 

structure, deck and site improvements.  

 

Site Facts: 

 
The building under review is a contributing resource to the historic district. Built circa 

1958, the one-story masonry house stands on the northeast corner of Washington and 

Alberta Streets.  The structure has undergone many alterations by the addition of a carport 

and rear/ side alterations. 

 

Surrounding the corner structure there are several iconic mid-century architectural 

buildings, including the Polynesian style house across Washington Street and the dentist 

office located north of the site. Currently the house sits on the ground, and it is on an AE-

6 flood zoning. 
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The house under review circa 1965 and current photographs. 
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Current survey and 1962 Sanborn Map. 

 
Guidelines Cited on Review: 
 

• Guidelines for windows (pages 29a-l), specifically guideline 6 
• Guidelines for Additions (pages 37a-37k), specifically guidelines 1, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 

13, 14, 17, 19, 22, 26, 30, and 32. 
• New construction (pages 38a-38q), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

14, 18, 22, 23, 24, and 25. 
• Decks, patios, hot tubs, spas, pools, and related equipment (page 39a), specifically 

first paragraph and guideline 1. 
• Outbuildings (page 40), specifically guideline 1, 3, 4, and 9. 
• Fences and walls (pages 41-42), specifically 2, 3, 4, 6, and 9. 
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Staff Analysis: 
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for renovations to a historic altered house, 
which includes a rear addition, new side carport and a clerestory over portions of the house. 
The plan also depicts a new one-story accessory structure, a new pool decks, and entry 
planters. 
 

 
 

Proposed Site Plan. Darker walls are from the original fabric. 
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The design proposes the use of the original cmu fabric and build around them. Due to the 
need to meet FEMA requirements the interior floor of the house will be elevated and with 
that front entry steps are proposed with planters that will act as berms, maintaining the 
house visually in the ground. 
 

 
Proposed Front Elevation. 

 
The design incorporates the easternmost front gable slope over the original fabric and the 
proposed elevation. A clerestory will cover most of the westernmost part of the original 
fabric and rear addition. This clerestory will be approximately 11 feet setback from the 
main entrance volume and will continue the slope of the single slope roof. The clerestory 
will be setback approximately 7 feet from the rear, or north elevation. The roofs over the 
garage and all the west elevation facing Alberta Street will be flat as well as portions of a 
bump out proposed at the north and east elevations. The maximum height of the clerestory 
will be approximately 21’- 2” from grade. 

 
Proposed West Elevation facing Alberta Street. 

 
 
In addition, the design proposes a new accessory structure that will be located behind the 
house and visible from Alberta Street. The structure will be a pavilion with a stucco finish 
wall facing Alberta Street and open towards the east. The structure will have a flat roof and 
the structure will be two feet lower than the rear portion of the new addition. 
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A pool and deck are proposed behind the house and will not be visible from any street. A 
perimeter fence 4’ tall made of concrete with finish stucco fence with 2 feet of louvers is 
proposed on rear and east. Facing Alberta Street, the cmu fence will be four feet tall, until 
the house ends and from that point 2 feet of louvers will be installed in the fence up to the 
rear property line. 
 
Finished materials for the house will be stucco with concrete joints to reinforce the rhythm 
of windows. Windows and doors will be aluminum painted white. The front door will be a 
large pivotal unit and the wall surrounding the main entrance will have stone veneer. The 
garage will be attached to the house on its southwest side and will have an overhead door.  
 
 
Consistency with Guidelines Cited Guidelines: 
 
This project is proposed on an area of the historic district where mid-century vibe 
dominates the urban feeling and architectural vocabulary. Land plots are of different 
dimensions than the plots found in the heart of Old Town. Street are also wider and the 
sense of place of the area is of openness. Although the proposed plans conflict with some 
of the cited guidelines, the design is based on architectural vocabulary that is harmonious 
with the period when the original house was built. The need to add height to a cmu building 
due to FEMA requirements creates a challenge that staff believes has been resolved with 
the proposed design. 
 
Staff opines that the design will embrace the urban surrounding context in a sensible 
manner. If approved, staff recommends to the Commission to make a distinction of the 
period of the building under review and its surrounding context.  

 
Model of proposed renovations and addition looking from the corner. 
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Model of proposed renovations and addition looking at the rear. 
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1962 Sanborn map 
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719 Washington Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., July 23, 2024, at City Hall, 
1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 
ADDITIONS TO A SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE. NEW ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURE, DECK AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS. DEMOLITION OF 
HOUSE WITH EXCEPTION OF ORIGINAL EXTERIOR WALLS AND 
REMOVAL OF PATHWAYS OVER CITY’S SIDEWALK. 

 #719 WASHINGTON STREET 

Applicant – Bender & Associates, Architects    Application #H2024-0030 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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