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“WESTERN UNION”
Key West’s Flagship Schooner

events nclodimg  Ameriva’s
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~I Bintt sn vhe zreat teadiion oF the wreching vossels that swore ol in Key
Wost i the FSOOCS. the 130 1 schoener Western Ui n as three et ns,

SHEIS..
FEHE LASTEXAMPLE OF AV TRADITIONAL AMERECAN
CONSTING SCHOONER MADE IN THE LU S,
[L FHE LAST SALLING CABLE SHIPON FARFH.
HE THE EAST TALLSHIPCONSIRUCTED IN KEY WiEST

t Launched here in 1939, she served the Western Umon Felegraph Co,
refiably or 33 yeurs, had o hegh stakes espionuge run-in wth Cuban 2an boats,
sunvived a horricane, efforts © dismantle her. helped bring Cubans (o freedem
durrg the Mariel Boaditt, redirected tronbled youths in the Vision Quesy
program and now under the cane of Histore Toury of \merica. is faadly back
hetne as Flagship of Key West, The Conch Republic, and The State of Florida,

T e Wester Union was originally hult for Thompson Enterprises to fease
o the Western Union Telegraph Co. 1o repair and maintain the company’s
telegraph cables throughout the Canibbean,

1 After many years of faithful service, she did her fast cahle work in
November 1973, She was about 10 be converted into a barge whea Capt.
John Krause. head of World Lite Fxplorations bought her and s ed her
from destruction. She was then chartered for trips in Chesapeike Bay. the
Virgin Islands and Florida,

\t She finally returmed home (o Key West in early 1980 and was focalhy
vhastered for sunset cruises. She arrived home just in time for the Mariel
Hoathft in 1980, the cxodus of almost 100000 Cubans from their country,
and was called into action successfully bringing back over 300 Cuban refugees
fora new fife of freedom inthe T nited States,

1 From 1982 10 184 she was the focus of a griss-roots effort (o keep her in
Key West but the cost to heep her was too great and she was sold.

T 1 ocul husinessmen bronght her back to Key West to much fantare on
February 9, 1997 under the command of her ailing former Captain. Pick
Steadman. Cuptain Steadman passed asway on May 23, {997,

~t Purchised by locally headquariered national historic entertainment
company. “Historie Fours of \merica, Ine.”, she was redesignated [ lagship of
Key West, The Conch Repubbic. and proudty sils from her old home port, the
Key West Bight
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