
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  June 6, 2016      
 
RE: 719 Olivia Street (Administrative Hearing) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
In January 2016, an application was submitted to the Building Department  
for construction of a pool.  The application was being processed through 
simultaneous plan review (16-0200, January 19, 2016).   The original 
application submitted by the contractor stated an address of 715 Olivia 
Street.  Through the process it was discovered that the address was 
incorrect and the application with the proper address of 719 Olivia Street 
was initiated and processed (February 8, 2016).   On February 9, 2016 the, 
Urban Forestry Manager, Karen DeMaria requested additional information.  
Google Earth photos indicated a large tree near the proposed pool area.  A 
distance measurement of the pool from the tree was requested due to the 
potential of root and canopy impacts to the tree.  Verbal communication 
with the pool contractor indicated that the hole had already been dug for 
the pool, that the outside edge of the hole was 5 ft from the base of the 
trunk of the gumbo limbo tree, but that no significant roots had been cut.  
On March 8, 2016, an arborist report regarding the tree roots was 
submitted into the file. Only minor roots had been cut.  
 
A subsequent inspection of the property by the Urban Forester also revealed 
that protected trees planted in the backyard in November 2015 to close out 
a tree permit had been removed from the property.  On March 15, 2016, 
the property owner, Kevin McGinty, was asked to respond in writing 
regarding the disappearance of the protected trees.  On May 11, 2016, an 
e-mail was received from the property owner, Mr. McGinty, stating that he 
was responsible for the tree removals and that he accepts processing of an 
Administrative Hearing in front of the Tree Commission 
 
Trees removed: (1) Bay Cedar (Suriana maritima), (1) Simpson Stopper 
(Myrcianthes fragans), and (1) Thatch Palm (Thrinax morrisii) 
 
Trees were planted to close out two tree removal permits that required the 
replacement of 7 caliper inches and one native palm, 4 ft tall. 
                            
 
 


















