
                                     MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 
 
DATE:    July 1, 2013     
 
RE:  616 Simonton St/625 Angela St (permit application # 6459) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Interim Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal and relocation of various trees 
located at the Old City Hall/Fire station property at the corner of Simonton 
and Angela Streets.   The original tree survey was done several years ago 
with a transplantation plan created by Cynthia Domenech-Coogle.   
 
The City of Key West is redeveloping the property to include a new fire 
station and a parking area.  Phase 1 (the existing parking lot) will be 
developed first with the construction of the new fire house.  Phase two 
includes the demolition of the old fire house building and construction of a 
parking lot.   In August 2012, the project received final approval of a 
landscape plan from the Tree Commission (permit #6097). 
 
There are two large trees on the property that will be saved in place, a 
mahogany tree on Simonton Street and a Royal Poinciana on Angela Street 
(tree closest to Duval Street).  All of the other trees on the property will be 
removed or relocated to other City properties.  An inspection was done on 
June 28, 2013 and on July 1, 2013 to update the tree list.  The attached map 
and list show the existing vegetation on site. 
 



 
 
Looking south on Simonton St. toward Angela St. at the existing mahogany 
tree. 
 

 
 
Standing on Angela St. near Simonton St. looking west toward Duval St at 
the Royal Poinciana tree to remain. 
 



The following is a review of the plans to be reviewed and authorized by 
permit #6459: 
 
1.  Trees to remain:  The contractor will use proper tree protection measures 
around the mahogany tree on Simonton Street and around the Royal 
Poinciana tree on Angela Street during demolition and construction. 
 
2.  Trees to be removed:   

A.  Dicot trees:  (2) Strangler figs, (2) Draceana, (2) Autograph trees,  
(2) Royal Poincianas, (1) Yellow Poincianas, (1) Jasmine, (1) Spanish  
Lime trees, (1) Pithocellobium tree, and (1) Gumbo Limbo.   

 
B.  Palms:  2 Christmas palms, 1McArthur Palm, and 5 Alexander  
Palms. 

 
Total required replacement will be 8 native palms, 4ft tall and 174 
caliper inches. 
 

 
 
Area of trees to be removed in the parking lot rear area-northwest corner. 



 
Looking at the northwest corner of the existing building at the large yellow 
Poinciana tree to be removed. To the left is a ficus tree that is also to be 
removed. 
 

 
 
View of the north side of the existing building. 
 



 
Standing in front of the fire station, clump of trees to be removed except 
coconut palms which are to be relocated.   
 

 
 
Corner of Angela St and Simonton St. looking at the Autograph trees.  
 



 
Standing on Angela St near the corner of Simonton St looking at vegetation 
along the south side of the building. 
 

 
 
Standing on Angela St looking toward Simonton St.  View of vegetation 
along the south side of the existing building.  
 



 
 
Royal Poinciana tree #38, to be removed. 
 



                                  
 
Royal Poinciana tree #38, damage and disease to trunk of tree.  
 



                         
 
Royal Poinciana tree #38, view showing rot in crouch of tree at base of large 
branch. 
 



 
 
Royal Poinciana tree #33 to be removed.  
 

 
 
Royal Poinciana tree #33, close up view of rot.  The internal, center area of 
tree is gone. 



 
 
Royal Poinciana tree #33 close up view of rot area in branches. 
 
3.  Trees being relocated:    A total of 81 plants are being relocated from the 
site.  This includes 43 palms, 29 dicot trees, and 9 crotons.  Trees will be 
relocated to City property including street area, pocket parks, Bayview Park, 
Garrision Bight and Key West Bight.  A detailed map and plan will be 
created prior to the actual relocation of the plants. 
  
Phase one of the relocation will occur in August and September 2013 and 
includes the plants in the existing parking lot on Simonton Street and the 
trees along the north side of the existing fire station.  Phase two will occur 
after January 2014 and will include the relocation of the trees around the 
east, south and west of the exiting fire station prior to demolition of the 
building. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend the Tree Commission issue a 
permit to include the following— 
 
1.  The City will require the contractor to use proper tree protection 
measures around the mahogany tree on Simonton Street and around the 
Royal Poinciana tree on Angela Street during demolition and 
construction. 
 



2.  The relocation of 81 plants from the site to include 43 palms, 29 dicot 
trees, and 9 crotons, as listed on the existing tree replacement list dated 
July 1, 2013.  Trees will be relocated to City property.  A map and plan 
will be created prior to the actual relocation of the plants.  Trees will be 
monitored for one year.  Any trees that do not survive after one year 
will be replaced with a similar tree. 
 
3. The removal of (2) Strangler figs, (2) Draceana, (2) Autograph trees, 
(2) Royal Poincianas, (1) Yellow Poinciana, (1) Jasmine, (1) Spanish 
Lime, (1) Pithocellobium tree, and (1) Gumbo Limbo and (2) Christmas 
palms, (1) McArthur Palm, and (5) Alexander Palms.  Total required 
replacements will be 8 native palms, 4ft tall and 174 caliper inches. 
 
   
 
   
 
 
 
                                               
 
                                              



# BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT CALIPER VC % VL % VS % TOTAL V % Replacement STATUS

2 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 12' Good 100 NA Relocate

3 Bourreria ovata Strong Bark 10' 1½” Good 100 NA Relocate

4 Lysiloma latisiliqua Wild Tamarind 12' 4" Good 100 NA Relocate

5 Bourreria ovata Strongbark 10' 1½” Good 100 NA Relocate

6 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 15' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

7 Cocosnucifera Coconut 20' Good 100 NA Relocate

8 Cocosnucifera Coconut 20' Good 100 NA Relocate

16 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 5' Good 100 NA Relocate

17 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 20' multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

18 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 20' Multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

19 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 20' Fair 100 NA Relocate

20 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 20' Fair 100 NA Relocate

21 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 5' Good 100 NA Relocate

22 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 10' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

23 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 15' Fair 100 NA Relocate

25 Bursera simarouba Gumbo Limbo 18' 3.5" Good 100 NA Relocate

26 Myrcianthes fragrans Simpson Stopper 18' 3.5" Good 50 NA Relocate

30 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 15' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

31 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 6' Good 100 NA Relocate

32 Dypsis lastelliana Teddy Bear Palm 30' Good 50 NA Relocate

34 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 5' Good 100 NA Relocate

35 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 30' Good 100 NA Relocate

36 Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 30' Fair 50 NA Relocate

37 Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 30' Fair 50 NA Relocate

44 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 6' Good 100 NA Relocate

44a Thrinax sp. Thatch Palm 6' Good 100 NA Relocate

45 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 12' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

46 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 20' multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

47 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 20' multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

48 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 12' multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

49 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 30' multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

52 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 20' 6" Fair 100 NA Relocate

53 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 20' 2½” Multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

54 Thrinax radiata Thatch Palm 5' Good 100 NA Relocate

56 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 20' 6" Multi Fair 100 NA Relocate

57 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 20' 4" Multi Fair 100 Na Relocate



# BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT CALIPER VC % VL % VS % TOTAL V % Replacement STATUS

58 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 15' 5" Multi Poor 100 NA Relocate

59 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 15' 2" Multi Poor 100 NA Relocate

60 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 15' 7' Fair 100 NA Relocate

61A Thrinax sp. Thatch Palm 4' Good 100 NA Relocate

62A Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 6' Fair 50 NA Relocate

63A Thrinax sp. Thatch Palm 3' Fair 100 NA Relocate

64A Swietenia mahagoni Mahogany 5' 1" Good 100 NA Relocate

65A Swietenia mahagoni Mahogany 5' 1" Good 100 NA Relocate

66 Thrinax morrisii Key Thatch Palm 5' Good 100 NA Relocate

67 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 12' Good 100 NA Relocate

68 Thrinax morrisii Key Thatch Palm 5' Good 100 NA Relocate

69 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 15' Good 100 NA Relocate

70 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 16' Good 100 NA Relocate

71 Thrinax morrisii Key Thatch Palm 4' Good 100 NA Relocate

72 Thrinax morrisii Key Thatch Palm 4' Good 100 NA Relocate

73 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 16' Good 100 NA Relocate

74 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 14' Good 100 NA Relocate

75 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 10' Fair 100 NA Relocate

76 Thrinax morrisii Key Thatch Palm 4' Good 100 NA Relocate

81 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 15' Good 100 NA Relocate

82 Eugenia foetida Spanish Stopper 6' 1½” Good 100 NA Relocate

83 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 15' Good 100 NA Relocate

84 Sabal palmetto Cabbage Palm 15' Good 100 NA Relocate

88 Eugenia foetida Spanish Stopper 10' 1 1/2' Good 100 NA Relocate

89 Eugenia foetida Spanish Stopper 6' 1" Good 100 NA Relocate

90 Eugenia rhombea Red Stopper 6' 1" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

91 Eugenia foetida Spanish Stopper 8' 1" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

92 Bourreria sp. Strongbark 4' 1" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

93 Calyptranthes pallens Spicewood 7' 1" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

95 Canella winterana Wild Cinnamon 7' 1" Good 100 NA Relocate

96 Coccoth rinax argentata Silver Palm 2' Good 100 NA Relocate

100 Eugenia confusa Red Berry Stopper 7' 1" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

102 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 15' 3.5' multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

103 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 15' 3.5' multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

103A Thrinax sp. Thatch Palm 3' Fair 100 NA Relocate

103B Thrinax sp. Thatch Palm 3' Fair 100 NA Relocate



# BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT CALIPER VC % VL % VS % TOTAL V % Replacement STATUS

104 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 15' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

105 Codiaeum vanegatum Croton 15' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

106 Codiaeum variegatum Croton 15' 3.5" multi Fair 50 NA Relocate

108 Eugenia foetida Spanish Stopper 8' 1½” Good 100 NA Relocate

111A Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 6' 6" multi Good 100 NA Relocate

111B Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 6' 7" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

111C Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 6' 7" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

111D Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 6' 6" Multi Good 100 NA Relocate

112 Melicoccus bijugatus Spanish Lime 6' 2" Fair 100 NA Relocate

97 Lantana depressa White Lantana 3' Multi Good 50 NA Relocate/not regulated

98 Psychotria ligustri folia Dwarf Wild Coffee 3' Multi Good 50 NA Relocate/not regulated

1 Swietenia mahagoni Mahogany 60' 40" Specimen 100 NA Remain

43 Delonix regia Poinciana 50' 24" Good 100 NA Remain

2A Schinus terebinthifolia Brazilian Pepper 8' Invasive 0 0 0 0 Remove

9 Ficus Strangler Fig 20' 14" 70 70 100 80 11" Remove

10 Melicoccus bijugatus Spanish Lime 20' 8" 70 70 100 80 6" Remove

11 Adonidia memlli Christmas Palm 20' Fair 50 1-native palm Remove

12 Draceana marginata Draceana 20' 29" multi 20 40 50 36 10" Remove

12A Bursera simarouba Gumbo Limbo 10" 4.7" 40 40 100 60 3" Remove

14 Clusia rosea Autograph Tree 20' 30" multi 30 70 100 66 20" Remove

15 Clusia rosea Autograph Tree 20' 31" multi 30 70 100 66 20" Remove

29 Ptychosperma macarthurii McArthur Palm 25' multi Poor/Leggy 50 1-native palm Remove

33 Delonix regia Poinciana 50' 25" 20 40 100 53 13" Remove

38 Delonix regia Poinciana 50' 30.5" 20 40 100 53 16" Remove

39 Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 45' Poor/Leggy 50 1-native palm Remove

41 Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 20' multi Fair 50 1-native palm Remove

50 Draceana marginata Draceana 20' 35" multi 20 70 50 46 16" Remove

61 Peltophorum pterocarpum Yellow Poinciana 50' 36" 60 70 50 60 21" Remove

62 Large Tree Stump Stump 12' 48" DEAD 0 0 0 0 Remove

63 Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 30' Fair 50 1-native palm Remove

64 Ptychosperma elegan s Alexander Palm 20' Fair 50 1-native palm Remove

65 Ptychosperma elegans Alexander Palm 15' Fair 50 1-native palm Remove

77C Pithocellobium sp. Non-native tree 10' 7.6" 70 70 50 63 5" Remove

79 Adonidia memlli Christmas Palm 18' Fair/damaged 50 1-native palm Remove

109 Murraya paniculata Jasmine 12' 6" 70 70 50 63 4" Remove

110 Ficus sp. Strangler Fig 20' 42" 70 40 100 70 29" Remove



# BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT CALIPER VC % VL % VS % TOTAL V % Replacement STATUS

40 Murraya paniculata Jasmine 10' 2.5" multi Fair 0 50 0 0 Remove/not regulated

42 Murraya paniculata Jasmine 10' 3" Multi Fair 0 50 0 0 Remove/not regulated

55 Peltophorum pterocarpum Yellow Poinciana 8' 3.3" Poor 0 50 0 0 Remove/not regulated

99 Zamia pumila Coontie 3' NA Good 40 0 Remove/not regulated

13 Capparis cynophallophora Jamaican Caper 4' 2" Multi Poor/Hedged 0 100 0 0 Remove-not regulated

NOTE:  tree #'s 24,27,28,51,78,80,85,86,87,94,101, and 107 donot exist on site or are dead.

TOTAL REQUIRED REPLACEMENT INCHES:  174 calper inches

TOTAL REQUIRED REPLACEMENT PALMS:  8 native palms
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CITY OF KEY WEST 

TREE PERMIT 
 

Permit#   5416    ______Date Issued  10/26/09  ____ 
 

Address  525 Angela Street/City Hall__________________________________ 
 

This is to certify that   City of Key West________________________  
    

has permission to Remove and transplant as per plans submitted and_________ 

approved.  In addition to approved landscape planting plan (1) Poinciana and____ 

several palms shall be added to plantings.  Replacements shall be native canopy__ 

trees, minimum 12’ o. a., Fl #1, and shall be planted according to current ‘Best___ 

Management Practices’.  Call Landscape office for coordination.  Permit will be__ 

released with Building Department permit and commencement of_______ 

construction._________________________________________________  

as per application approved  10/19/2009                  ___________________              

 
The person accepting this permit shall conform to the terms of the 

application on file in the office of the Tree Commission of Key West. All 
work shall conform to the requirements of the Code of Ordinances of the 

City of Key West, Chapter 110-Article VI. Tree Protection.  
 

This Tree Permit is effective for 6 months from the date issued. 
  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

This card must be posted in a location clearly visible from the street and in 
a protected covering. 

APPROVED BY Rudy Molinet-Chairperson________________________ 
       City of Key West, Florida 

Tree Commission 
       PO Box 1409 

Key West, FL 33040    
  



                                                                                         
 

 

MEMO 
 

TO:  Amy Kimball-Murley 

 Planning Director 

 

FROM:  Cynthia Domenech-Coogle 

      Urban Forestry Program Mgr. 

 

DATE:  September 09, 2009 

 

SUBJECT:  New City Hall Tree Disposition and Landscape Plan 

 
All trees, with the exception of the very large, historic Mahogany tree on Simonton 

Street, will be removed.  Of the 35 trees 20 will be transplanted and 14 will be removed.  

Their structural condition does not warrant transplanting or retaining.  48 palms currently 

exist on property; 39 will be transplanted and 9 will be removed.  Transplanting of trees 

and palms will be to city properties to be determined at a later date. 

The landscape plan meets or exceeds the requirements according to the City of Key West 

Code of Ordinances with the exception of the 20% minimum landscape area. 

This item will appear on the City of Key West Tree Commission agenda on October 19, 

2009 at which time a decision will be made. 

According to ordinance Sec.108-411 (a) Landscape Approval this item is acceptable and 

may be forwarded to the City of Key West Planning Board.  

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY, 633 PALM AVENUE, KEY WEST, FL 33040 

305/809-3768 office, 305/296-6152 fx 
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