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BANNERS, FLAGS, SIGNAGE AND LIGHTING

Excessive and garish signage, banners and flags detract from the visual character of
an historic neighborhood, diminishing the aesthetic qualities of bistorically zoned
areas, All signage requiring a permit shail be reviewed by HARC including sigriage
design, cofor, finish, lolter style, materials, fightifrg, location, and appropiiateness as
an addition to the historical zones or districts. Creatively designed wooden painted
signs gre encouraged.

Afl signs erected in hisforical zones must comply with the Land Development Code
and cify of Key West reguiations. If the work authorized ander a sign penmit has not
been completed within six months affer date of issvance, the permit shall be
declared null and void, Alf sign definitions as shown in the fand development code
shall apply to these guidelings. Non-conforming banner signs, portable signs, apd
smipe signs will be removed (see LDR, Section 3-16, 1-3J.

1. A non-iluminated profecting or hanghyg sign not exceeding five feet in ared is
permitied in conjunction with permitted puty semi-public uses.

2. Flat and fagade signs shall be resirictsd to tep parcent of te front building facade
or iess and shall not project more than four inches from the faee of the building.

5. A flush-mounted signboard may extend the width of a storsfront buf should not be
morg than 2.5 feet high. The sign miust be motnted above-the display windows but
below the second floor windowsills or comics. _
4. Letiering shall not exceed 12 inches in height and occupy ne fors than 85% of
the ared of the signhoard.

2. Flat and fagade signs shall not extend above the top of the adjoinifg parapet wall
on & building with a flat roof or above the adjpining save line on a building with a
pitched roof.
8. A business shall not have more than two permitled signs, a primary and a
- Secondary sign. unless located on a comer, il which oase fhitee signs are allowed,
provided that all other sign guidelines for historical zones are met. LDR Chapter HI:
article XVi; 3-16.3.

7. For sale, construction and similar temporary signs are permitfed as descrbed in
the Land Dev, Reg.

8. Signs painted direclly on the exterior wall or roof of a building are not permitfed
unless deemed historically appropriate by HARC. The painting or display of murals
i the historic distict s govemed by a mural ordinance. Ty Resolufion po. 99.
430. :

8. Painted window ¢igng shall ot exceed 25% of the area of the window panel.

10. Each side of an avning en which words or advertising images are dispiayed shall
constitute one awning sign,

11. A menu board is a sign for the purpose of advertising the daiy fare or specials
for a restaurant, Cne or two exierior meny boards, for a fotal combined maximum
size of five square feet, are allowed. Exterior menu boards must be parmanently
motted, generally to the bullding facade. Menu boards that are portable signs must
be located within the restaurant building of within a dining patio or courtvard area.
They shall not be pertable signs when placed at the exlerior of the restdurant A
menu board shall not extend inio the pedestrian right-of-way,
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Banners and Flags

11. No banners of any kind, including fringed or pennant siring banners, shall be
suspended across any public street, avenue or alley, without the pemission of the
city commission, ror shall any sign oF any description be pal inted, pasted, printed, or
nailed gn any cuib, sidewalk, free, light sfandard, uillity poée hydrant, or any
structure, cther than an awning, within the city limits.

i2. All proposed fiags shall harmonize with their surroundings in size and mounting.
13. A storefront shall nof have more than two flags for each street fronfage.

Exterier Lighting, Neon & Hluminated Signage

14, Fluorescent lights located within five feet of the exterior wall of & storefront must
be baffled or shielded so the light is not visible from the street, sidewalk, right-of-way
of public waterway. N

14, Ihe presefvation of Ristonc necH signage s encoyraged.

16. Neon lighis shall not exceed a total maxkoim area of ten square feet per

storefront. Neon fights shall not be used to Hluminate or vudiing windows, doors or

building facades. )
17, Neon sigﬂaga may ﬁermlﬁed only it commercially Z@f‘%&d areas:

18. Neon signage is |

7920 or on those whose architectural character has been estabiished by poSEH1HZ)

atterations wheri there is documentation to substantiate its historical uge.
19, Al new signs will be reviewed on a case-by-tase basie and fo be
considered must be compatibie 1 8iz¢, scale, color and design with the stiticfuré and
not detract from the infegrity of the adjacent historic Iandsc:ape

20. Marquee signs that are historically significant by continugus. presence af one
business location for fen years or more, are exempt fiom restrictions on nepr ights,
21, Miniaturg | asing lights may not be used to illuminate or ouling building
elements or Tacades, except for holiday use, but miniature lights wiay be used
sparingly as a lardscaping element.

22. Exterior light fixtures must be compatible in size, design and type with e
architecture of the building.

23. Freestanding hght fixtures may be approved on @ case-by-case basis ff not
located on the front fagade or public right-of-way.

24, Prohibited Signs

a. Portable or A-frame folding signs

b Any sign placed on a public street or ngh§~af~%y or curb, hydrant, udility pole, tree
or putilic fence

¢. 8Bigns painted on exterier walls or roofs of a building, unless historically
appropriate

d. Roof-mounted signs

. interior Humingted signs

f. Animated signs with «oving elemenis

9. Bus stop bench signg

h. Fringed or pennant slting banners

i. Neon tubing unless used in permitted signage

j. Plastic signs _

k. Signs with blinking or chaser lights
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25. Sign Review Reguirements _
a. A scale drawing of the proposed sign(s) indicating dimensions, colors, letler style,
Stifiport structure and lighting plan. _

b. A stale drawing of the actual structure the sigrt will be attached fo or adjacent 1o,
indicaling the location of the sign. _ '
tographs of the site and adjacent properties indicafing proposed Jocations of

signis,
Merals in the Historic Distict

Parpese: Cily of Key West; Resolution No. 99430, dirécted the Historic Aschitectural
Review Commission to adopt guidelines for murals “depicting the history or natural
environment of the Florida Kieys” that “may be paanitted on noncontributing
commiercial or public buildiags in the Rstoric distéict”. These guidelines for murals in

the historic district were formulated as a means of ensuring the aesthetic compatibility of
mourals with the character of the historic district.

Definition: Mural: Any graphic, painting, painted wall surface or copy that is visible
and projects a graphic display or image thar does fot direct attention to an organization,
z business vperated. {br profit, a product, commodity or service for sale or lease, ot any
other similar interest or activity.

Application for Certificate of Appropriageness: Application for nturals in the Historic
Districr will follow the standard HARC application procedures, Once HARC approval
has been obtained, the City Commission miist also approve murals. '

The following plans shall accompany any HARC application for mural development
along with other typical HARC requircsientss

A development plan that mcludés a schemaiic design of the mural and its relationship
with the building and surrunding properties is required. This plan must include razral
location, dimensions, colors, materials, type of surface to be used for the mural, and
techniques used to create the muraf,

A maintenance plan that outlines the proper preservation, routine care, and restoration
wiethods and techniques is.required. The plan should Hst the parties responsible for the
care of the mural and any maitenance contract between the agent, developer, and
owner. The plan shalt inchide methods of removal. The property owner will be required
to post 4 borid fo: cover maintenunice and/or removal,

Proposed puidelioes fox inarals:

1. Wiurals shall novbe Jocated 6a a stracture that i adiacent to or directly across a sight-ofiway from a
residential struicture unfess written approval Fom the adjacent property ownery is obtained by the

2. iﬁmﬁs pafneed treeily vitesterior waills of coiribiaing sructures are profithited. Coneibuting

refers to sy building didr contributes to the chiatacter of the historic district as.defined in tha Clry

of Key West Land Deviélopment Regulations. '

3, The City Copymission shalf approve a plan of the mural after review and approval Wy HARC

4. The location, size, natine, or type of mural shall not creaie a hazard 1o the safe and efficient
operation of vehicles; or tréate 2 condition that endangers the safety of persons or IYODERLY
fherdon. Murals may not extend beyond the eaves, parapet, or sides of 3. bullding, norproject
from the surface. _ '

5. Murals shall be maintained at all times in a state of good repair,
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