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NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING  

BEFORE THE TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF KEY WEST 
 

 

May 14, 2024 

 

Tree Commission 

City of Key West 

 Petitioner,                                                                 

 

Vs. 

 

Timothy OBrient     Tim O’Brien 

1120 Coconut Row     316 Julia Street 

Delray Beach, FL 33483    Key West, FL  33040 

  

 

An administrative hearing before the Tree Commission for the City of Key West will be held on 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 5:00 p.m., at Josephine Parker City Hall at Historic Glynn R. Archer 

School, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. 

 

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to sections 110-288 et. seq. of the Key West City Code.  The 

purpose of this hearing will be to determine if a code violation has been committed by the above named 

Respondent. Your presence is required at this Tree Commission meeting. 

 

Date of alleged violation: prior to March 12, 2024 at 316 Julia Street, Key West, FL: 

Sec. 110-321. Required. 

(a) Unless a tree removal permit approved by the tree commission and issued by the Urban Forestry 

Manager has been obtained, no person, whether on publicly or privately owned land, shall cause 

tree abuse or other harm, or major maintenance to, hatracking, transplanting, topping or removal of 

the following:  

(1) Any tree listed as "specially protected" in section 110-253; or  

(2) Any monocot/palm tree which is ten (10) feet or more in height measured to the terminal bud. 

Palm tree counts are determined by root ball; or  

(3) Any dicot/canopy tree which is four (4) inches or more in diameter at standard height (DSH);   
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Factual allegation:   Three protected Coconut Palms and (2) dicot trees-possibly an Avocado and a 

Fiddlewood tree, were removed without benefit of a tree removal permit.      

 

If the Tree Commission for the City of Key West finds that there has been a violation of the above code  

section, it will elect to enter into a compliance settlement agreement pursuant to section 110-291 of the  

Key West City Code or recommend a fine and further hearing before the Special Master of the City of  

Key West pursuant to section 110-294 of the Key West City Code. 

 

Attendees are hereby notified that a complete and accurate record of the proceeding is required under 

Florida Statute 286.0105 if an appeal is sought. Appellants are responsible for providing transcription 

services. 

 

I hereby certify that the forgoing notice has been sent via e-mail, regular mail, and certified U.S. Mail to 

the above named Respondent’s listed address on this 14th and 15th day of May 2024. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the office at (305) 809-3768. 

 

 

Karen DeMaria 
______________________________ 

Karen DeMaria 

Certified Arborist 

kdemaria@cityofkeywest-fl.gov 

mailto:kdemaria@cityofkeywest-fl.gov
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Karen DeMaria

From: Karen DeMaria
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 4:16 PM
To: Patti O'Brien; Timothy OBrien
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] OBrien - 316 Julia Street, Key West
Attachments: 316 Julia Admin Hearing notice.pdf

Attached is a copy of the official hearing notice.  Please acknowledge receipt of this email. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen 
 

Karen DeMaria 
Certified Arborist FL-6585A 
City of Key West 
305-809-3768 
 

 
 
 
 

From: Patti O'Brien <pattio126@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2024 12:07 PM 
To: Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@cityofkeywest-fl.gov>; Timothy OBrien <obrient1120@gmail.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OBrien - 316 Julia Street, Key West 
 

Hi Karen,   
Tim will be coming to the meeting in June. In the meantime he has hired J.Lynn O'Flynn, INC  from Key 
West to do the survey and plot trees from the list you sent him. We are thinking Buccaneer Palms fits for 
the job since the trees are medium height and are slow growth and drought  tolerant.  Since there will be 
no yard we will also be planting some fruit trees.  In the front of the house the bushes are growing back 
and he will take pictures to the meeting to assure that it works. 
Tim has talked with the gentleman from Marc House Nursery on Seminary street regarding 
purchasing  the trees needed. 
Please let us know if the date changes since Tim will be flying to Key West 
 
thank you, Patricia OBrien 

 CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  
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STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  May 24, 2024      
 

RE: Administrative Hearing for 316 Julia Street (TC2024-00007) 
 

FROM: Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 

On March 8, 2024, I received a phone message stating that the new property owners at 
316 Julia were in the process of clearing all the trees from the property.  On March 12, 

the office received an email from Clifford Rhoades, a property owner in the area, asking 
whether a permit was required to remove a large palm and if so, if one had been issued 

for the 316 Julia Street.  Mr. Rhoades provided before and after photos of the back yard 
of the property (see attached emails). 

 

 
 

                 



The following photos were taken from the internet, from the Zillow site.  The property 
was recently sold and purchased.  Based on the photos, it appears that (3) Coconut 

Palms and two unidentified trees, possibly an avocado and a fiddlewood, have been 
removed by the new property owner. 

 

 
 
 Unidentified tree #1-Fiddlewood tree? 



 
 

 

 
 

Unidentified tree #2-Avocado tree? #1 Coconut Palm 

Tree #2 (Avocado) and Coconut Palm #1 

Coconut Palm #2 Coconut Palm #3 



 
    

 
 

 Two photos showing location of tree and palms prior to removal. 



Below are photos taken during several site visits.  The first visit to the site no one was at 
the property so photos are taken from the road. The second site visit the new property 

owner was on the property and gave access. 
 

 
 

 

Photo of 

front of 

property.  

There were a 

lot of potted 

and 

ornamental 

plants in this 

area. 

Photo of side of 

property looking 

toward the back 

yard where u/i tree 

#2 (avocado) and 

(2) Coconut palms 

were located. 



 
 

 

Two photos showing location of stump 

from u/i tree #1 (fiddlewood?) 



 
 

 

Photo of u/i 

tree #2 stump 

(avocado?).   

Photo of 

Coconut 

Palm #3 

stump. 



 
 
 Photo of Coconut Palm #2 stump. 
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