
Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 

Staff Report 
Item 10a 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting Date:  July 15, 2014 
 
Applicant:   William P. Horn, Architect 
 
Application Number: H14-01-1097 
 
Address:   #903 Eaton Street 
   
Description of Work: New one and a half story and two story building, pool 

and site work. 
 
Building Facts: The main house in the site is not listed in the 

surveys. A similar footprint of what exists today is 
depicted in the 1962 Sanborn map.  

 
Guidelines Cited in 
Review: New Construction (pages 38-38a), specific mass, 

scale, proportion and site. 
  
 Deck and pools (pages 39-40), specific guidelines 1, 3 

and 5. 
 
 Fences and walls (pages 41-42) 

 
Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness proposes a new frame house to be built with 
actual required setbacks and building coverage. The new design proposes a one 
and a half story structure at the front of the site and a two story structure on 
the back, all attached. The design is based on traditional forms found in Old 
Town while introducing materials, proportions and a floor plan with a 
contemporary flair. The floor plan is a “C” shape, with an open area on the 
center, creating an exterior swimming pool and deck. Although the front portion 
of the two adjacent houses are one story the design proposes a well balance 
transition of mass and heights. 
 
The plans depict hardi board to be used as siding as well as aluminum railings, 
windows and doors. The main door will be wood impact and the infill between 
piers will be horizontal wood lattice. The roof will have metal v-crimp panels 
and the windows will have aluminum shutters. The applicant also included a 
proposed color scheme of a light teal for the walls with blue shutters and white 
trims. All windows and doors will have white frames and muntins; the front 
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door will be left natural color. A four feet picket fence with gates is proposed on 
the front. 
 
 

 
Consistency with Guidelines 

 
1. The proposed new house will be sensible with the scale and massing 

than is found in the majority of neighboring structures. The 
proportions of the new structure will be similar found in traditional 
one and a half and two stories houses in Old Town. 

2. Although the design is contemporary the applicant has made an 
interpretation of traditional forms and architectural elements that will 
be sensible to the historic urban fabric. The proposed structure will 
meet actual setbacks and will blend with existing historic 
architecture. 

3. The proposed building materials are similar in textures as traditional 
ones. 

4. The proposed swimming pool and deck will not be visible from the 
street. 

5. The site is perceived as an empty lot since the existing house is 
approximately 75 feet setback from the sidewalk. The proposed new 
design will fill the urban façade much needed in that portion of Eaton 
Street.  

 
 

It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design is consistent with the guidelines.  
Contemporary designs are encouraged for infield as long as the proposal blends 
with the adjacent urban context. It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design 
meets all guidelines for new construction, specifically mass, scale, proportions 
and design/materials compatibility. The proposed design is sensible to the 
urban context and will be harmonious to surrounding buildings.    
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