
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 14 
 

To:  Acting Chairman Greg Oropeza and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  October 24, 2023 

Applicant:   Kristen Onderdonk, Owner 

Application Number:  H2023-0039 

Address:   513-521 Fleming Street 

 

Description of Work: 
New mural in honor of Jimmy Buffett. 
 

Site Facts: 
The building under review sits on the southwest corner of Fleming and Bahama Streets. The 
principal building on the site is non-contributing and the wall where the proposed mural will be 
painted faces west and has only one fenestration.  The cmu building was built in 1954. The west 
elevation of the building abuts a driveway that gives access to the rear of 431 Duval Street. 
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Wall under review.  

 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 

• Guidelines for Murals in the Historic District (page 51), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5. 
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Staff Analysis: 

A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for an approximately 60 feet wide by 31 feet in 
height. The proposed mural will be located on the west wall of the building and will be visible 
from Fleming and Duval Streets. 

 
Photoshop of mural. 

The mural is in honor of Jimmy Buffett and will depict his face and some tropical flora and birds.  
The paint will be over a dark base and lighter colors and light color tones will create the images. 
A parrot with bright colors will be the only multicolor feature. The mural will also include custom 
lettering work “Rest in Paradise Jimmy Buffett”. The artists of the project are Micky Maddux and 
Brandon Vessels. They will be using outdoor grade spray paint and will finish the mural with anti-
graffiti coating.  

Maintenance will include coating every two years to maintain the mural’s appearance and prevent 
fading or peeling. The owners had secured support from their neighboring property as the artists 
will require permission to paint the mural. 
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Proposed mural. 

About the Artists 

Micky Maddux is a recognized international artist with 30 years of experience creating and selling 
art. She is a third-generation professional artist. She specializes in custom art pieces utilizing 
different mediums including pottery, artistic furniture, large scale custom sculptures, live art, 
among others. She sold her first painting at age 12. 

 

Brandon Vessels is a prolific artist known for his mastery of mural painting. Over a decade of 
experience, he has painted over 100 murals. His work extends internationally and has won 
numerous juried art competitions. He has performed artwork in real-time at music festivals. He 
donated a mural work during the George Floyd riots. 

 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed mural meets cited guidelines for murals, the proposed mural 
will be painted over a non-contributing structure, no residences are across it and the applicant 
submitted a maintenance plan. 

If approved this item must be approved by the City Commission as required by Resolution 99-430. 
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Sanborn Map 1962 
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513-521 Fleming Street under construction in February 1954. Monroe County Library. 
 



 

513-521 Fleming Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 



 
The wall where the proposed mural will be painted in 1973. From the archives of Edwin O. Swift III. 

Monroe County Library. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., October 24, 2023, at City 
Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

NEW MURAL IN HONOR OF JIMMY BUFFET. 

#513-521 FLEMING STREET 

Applicant – Kristen Onderdonk   Application #H2023-0039 
 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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