
  TREE COMMISSION TREE REMOVAL REPORT 
 CITY of KEY WEST 

PROPERTY: 1118 Fleming Street 

APPLICATION NUMBER: T2024-0352 

REQUEST: Property owner is seeking removal of (1) Strangler Fig tree (Ficus aurea).  

APPLICATION SUMMARY: The application states that the tree is in very poor condition and is attracting a large 
infestation of house flies.  The property is a commercial hotel property, Alexander’s Guesthouse.  The tree is on the 
eastern side near the property line with Sunbeam Grocery, behind two structures that house guestrooms.  

Location of tree-as seen from 
Fleming Street near White 
Street 



 
Photo of whole tree showing location.  Note that tree does 
not have a mature canopy (former canopy trunks removed). 



 
 

 

Close up photo of tree 
canopy-mostly 
secondary growth at cut 
canopy trunks, view 1. 

Close up photo 
of tree trunk. 



 

Close up photo of tree canopy, view 2. 



 
 

 

Close up 
photo of tree 
canopy, view 3. 

Photo 
showing 
discoloration 
of siding on 
structure 
from tree-
possible 
sooty mold 
(by product of 
white fly). 



 

                                                                                                             

Two photos showing “sooty mold” 
looking impacts on AC units next to tree.  
In the past, the tree did have an 
infestation of white fly.  Property 
manager indicted that house flies have 
become a recent issue causing safety 
and health impacts to the area and for 
guests.  



TREE ASSESSMENT: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 
                                           Diameter: 38.2” dbh 
                                           Condition: 30% (poor structure-no true canopy, no obvious signs of disease on tree itself) 
                                           Location: 60% (growing along property line behind structures.) 
                                           Species: 100% (on City of KW protected tree list) 
                                           Tree Value: 63% 
                                           Required Mitigation: 24 caliper inches 
 
              
PREPARED BY:             
 
Karen DeMaria                                                                                  
 
Karen DeMaria 
Consulting Arborist/Senior Environmental Scientist  
Terramar Environmental Services, Inc.                                                                 
1241 Crane Boulevard                                                                                     
Sugarloaf Key, Florida 33042 
305-393-9216, KWTreelady@gmail.com 
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