
 

 
Administrative 

Hearing Notice 

  









                                           MEMORANDUM/STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  August 29, 2014  
  
RE:  Administrative Hearing 3810 Flagler Avenue   
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 
 
On July 29, 2014, Karen Olson (City-Engineering Department) informed me that the 
roots of a large tree had been cut at 3180 Flagler Avenue.  A site inspection revealed that 
a trench had been dug for electrical conduit.  The trench was dug less than 3 ft away from 
the base of the tree and whomever had dug the trench had hacked through the roots of 2 
large mango trees, a protected tree species.  I spoke with a gentleman on site and 
explained that the City of Key West had regulations regarding digging around roots of 
trees and that the trench needed to remain open.  I then spoke to a representative with  
Pinewood and informed them that they needed to hire an arborist to evaluate the tree and 
the roots that were cut and that I wanted a statement from the arborist as to the best 
course of action for the trees. 
 
Photos of damage: 
 

 



 



 



 



 
 
 
August 24, 2014, I received an e-mail with a statement from Larrie Busloff (Leaping 
Lizards Tree Service).  Subsequent phone conversations determined that Larrie had 
properly recut the shattered roots and had trimmed the canopy of the tree.  It was his 
professional statement that the trees should recover.  He recommended that the trench be 
filled in with good organic soil.     
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