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Karen DeMaria

From: Karen DeMaria
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2016 3:17 PM
To: 'Bill Fehr'
Cc: Greg Oropeza
Subject: Tree Commission Administrative hearing Feb 9, 2016
Attachments: Admin 1a 1617 white st admin.pdf

Bill: 
 
Just sending a reminder to you regarding the Tree Commission meeting February 9, 2016.  It is at this meeting that your 
administrative hearing regarding the removal of the buttonwood trees without a permit will be heard.  Your original 
hearing date was postponed at your request because you would not be in town.  The meeting starts at 5 p.m. at Old City 
hall on Greene Street.  The administrative hearings are usually toward the end of the meeting.  I have attached the a 
copy of the original hearing notice. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen   
 
Karen DeMaria 
Urban Forestry Manager/Tree Commission 
Certified Arborist 
305‐809‐3768 
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STAFF REPORT 
DATE:  December 14, 2015 
 
RE:     Administrative Hearing, 1617 White Street 
 
Prior to October 5, 2015, a verbal complaint was received regarding the removal 
of buttonwood trees along the property line at 1617 White Street.  A drive by of 
the property revealed that it was undergoing construction/remodeling.  Further 
research was done and a site inspection was conducted on November 10, 2015.  
Walking onto the property I encountered Mrs. Fehr who stated that they did not 
cut down any trees.  She gave me permission to look at the property line.  Mr. 
Fehr came out and met with me.  Along the property line I found the remains of 8 
stumps that looked fairly recent.  Mr. Fehr stated that they recently bought the 
property and that they did not cut down any trees.  Monroe County Property 
Appraiser’s office indicates that the property was sold May 23, 2015. 
 
Mr. Fehr and I discussed his desire to remove the stumps and replant the 
property line.  The administrative hearing process and the tree permitting process 
were explained to him and he was told that he could remove the stumps and 
replant but to make sure the trees were approved replacement trees so that they 
could be counted toward any required plantings as part of the settlement 
agreement. 
 
At this time, there is no available documentation to show who or exactly when 
the trees were removed.  
  
Results of Inspection:  8 clumps of stumps were documented.  Several remaining 
buttonwood trees remained in the front area of the property line.  Measurements 
of those remaining buttonwoods indicated a diameter of between 8 and 9.5 
inches. 
 
 
 
 



View down property line: 

 



 



 
 
Close up of stumps: 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
On December 22, 2015, an inspection was made of the property top document 
the newly planted trees, at the property owner’s request.  10 Silver buttonwood 
trees were planted where the green buttonwood trees had been removed.  A 
total of 17 caliper inches of trees had been planted. 
   










	Admin 1a 1617 white st admin
	admin 1b email
	Admin 1c1 1617 White Street Admin staff report
	admin 1c2 12-22-15 planted trees
	property card

