Proposed changes to the Land Development
Regulations

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

Sec. 86-9. - Definition of terms. - Proposed to be kept, as the
new sign definition will be just for the historic district.

Sign means any device designed to inform or attract
the attention of persons not on the premises on which the
sign is located; provided, however, that the following
shall not be included in the application of the regulations
in this subpart B:

(1) Number and surface area. In_determining the
number of signs, a sign shall be considered to be a
single display surface or display device containing
elements organized, related, and composed to form a
unit. Where matter is displayed in a random manner
without organized relationship of elements or where
reasonable doubt exists about the relationship of
elements, each element shall be considered to be a
single sign.

(2) Off-site sign means a sign other than on-site
sign.

(3) On-site sign means a sign relating in its subject
matter to the premises on which it is located, or to
products, accommodations, services, or activities on
the premises. On-site signs do not include signs
erected by the outdoor advertising industry in the
conduct of the outdoor advertising business.

Sec. 114-100.- Purpose and legislative intent

The purpose of this article 1is to develop sign

regulations, which encourages designs that reflect the historic

character of the historic zoning districts. This article promotes

sign designs that harmonize with the architectural scale,

aesthetic quality, and predominantly pedestrian character found
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throughout the historic district.

The intended regulations promote signs that are subordinate to,

and in aesthetic harmony with, their location on buildings and

their surrounding environment and to eliminate the dangers of

visual clutter along public streets and rights-of-way and to

define requirements that fulfill the identification and

advertisement of Dbusinesses on a high degree of design and

appropriate scale quality and sensible to the historic character

of the district.

Sec. 114-101. - Definitions
Thedefinitions set forth in section 1l4=1 shall be
applicable to this division: The following wonrds, terms and
phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this ssection, except where the context

clearly indicates a different meaning:

“"A”-frame sign means.a rigid portable sign in a form of an

inverted “V”.

Abandoned sign means any display or sign remaining in place

or not maintained for a period of thirty (30) days, which no

longer 1identifies an ongoing business, product, or service

available on the premises where the display or sign is located

or where the building, business, or establishment to which the

display or sign is related has ceased operation. Signs that are

legal non-conforming or signs recognized as historic or iconic

will be exempted of this definition.
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Alteration means any change to a sign, including adding,

subtracting, or changing copy, logo, or color, but excluding

routine maintenance. Removal of a sign 1is considered an

alteration.

Animated sign means any sign or part of a sign that uses

o

aRry—means, or that displays flashing,

motion ef—any—part—bs

oscillating, sequential, or intermittent lights, or gives the

appearance of movement or rotation, other than time or

temperature. An—eteecktroniemessage—board Any type of electronic

or digital.screen, including, but not limited to computer sScreens

or tablets, shall be deemed an animated sign.

Awning sign means any sign painted on or sewn, or attached

in any way, applied to a.roof-like covering of canvas or the like

designed to wholly or partially protect one from the elements.
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Backlit sign means freestanding letters, logo, or box with

a solid face and sides that incorporates a source of light within

the sign.

Banner sign means any sign having the characters, letters,
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illustrations, or ornamentations applied to cloth, vinyl, paper,

or the like with only such material for a backing. “Banner” shall

include any animated rotating and or fluttering devices, fringe

and pennant string streamer.

Billboard sign means an outdoor advertising sign erected

and maintained by an advertising business or service or owner,

upon which advertising may be displayed and which generally

advertises firms and organizations that along with their goods

and services, are not located on the same premises as the sign;

and whose . surface 1s .sold, rented or leased for display of

advertising material.

Brand sign means any device that contains letters, symbols

or a logo that didentifies and differentiates a specific product

or is made from other products.

Business 1identification sign means the main sign of a

business that informs potential clients the name and or type of

business, which may include the business logo.

Bus bench sign means any sign painted on or attached to a

bench or to a shelter for persons awaiting public transportation.

Chalk or marker board means a board used to display daily

menu specials only for restaurants and bars that are wall mounted,
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with no identification or other signage attached to or painted

on, not exceeding 1 (one) per business and not more than two and

a half (2.5) square feet per each sign and located on the same

facade as the primary street frontage or entrance. A chalkboard

will not be counted towards the allowed square footage of signs

on a restaurant or bar.

Changeable copy sign means a sign on which message copy is

changed manually in the field, through the wutilization of

attachable letters, numbers, symbols, paper, and other similar

characters or changeable or removable panels.

Channel letter sign means a sign comprising of individual

letters, symbols or logo that are hollow and can be independently

mounted to a wall or other surface.

Clear sight triangle means a triangular shaped area at any

corner where public streets intersects in which nothing taller

than 2 feet is allowed to be erected or placed in such a manner

as to limit or obstruct the sights of motorists or pedestrians

as adopted wunder section 108-452 of the ©Land Development

Regulations.

Construction sign means temporary signs erected on the

premises on which construction is taking place, during the time

period of such construction, indicating the name of the
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architect, engineer, landscape architect, contractor, planner,

or similar professionals involved in the project. (See also

Section 114-42)

Copy means the text or graphic representations of a sign

that depict the name of an establishment, products, services, or

other messages, whether in permanent or removable form.

Digitally printed sign means any sign made of or in part

with the printed output from a computer. Signs may be printed

over vinyl, paper, fabric, or plastics.

Directional sign means sign that contains any illustration

or words that provide direction to pedestrian and vehicular

traffic for an on premise feature, specific for an entrance to

the building or for parking purposes on private property.

Directory sign means a sign listing two or more commercial

or business establishments that share a common entrance and that

are located on a same building but have no exposure to the front

facade of the building, like a storefront or a first floor window.

Directory signs can include arrows that can provide direction to

users.

Display sign means an object that is freestanding or

attached to a building in any way that promotes the goods or
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services that a business offers. These objects can be life size

or a large-scale figure of any element that is sold or service

that is offered in the establishment but the object itself is not

for sale.

Door sign means any sign or device affixed to, painted to

or in contact with a door, and which it is intended to be seen

from the exterior.

Double-faced sign means a sign with two (2) faces, which

aresusually, butmnot.necessary, parallel.

Erect means, in context of signage, to build, construct,

attach, hang, place, suspend, affix, or paint a sign.

Face of sign means the/planes of a sign on which copy could

be placed, including trim and background.

Flag sign means any sign constructed on fabric, canvas, or

similar material bearing information relating to or identifying

a business, that is intended to be mounted on a pole and to fly

freely in the wind. When an establishment displays a flag that

contains the name, logo or symbols related to the business the

flag would be deemed a sign. Flags with “open”, “welcome”, or any

similar wording are not allowed.

Flashing light means an intermittent or sequential flashing
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light source used primarily to attract attention.

Nt
TToT

alh~11

a1 ey
SIS

A oA

T o4
[y wsw

Ia it a2 oWl

AnA Foarna A

11

L] o4+

0T

[ 3} & e mp uy

o Tt

O L G110 T C

Tacatc

T LtatC

na oy
Ty

—
an

I3 o

~+ +h~+ + 1 haat+~
CTT

o
T2 T TP T

o

-

g A~ A
o C L 1 CTT

ITT o CUOUL T

o i

CIIToa T

“tr

(&

\w

nAarSaAan
T

.
TCTTT

ot g~ A A
o C L LT T T T

SN

a1 1

3z

+ 1
TTIT

Al ot ~+ o

I

T

T

[ 3 & igm mpm my

T o CLTC TTCTTo

+han

o “radoct me
TO CToo T MPI U] T

o

n

2N bt +haasys o171 o
ot St Tt

o

rocoacorcay

bagg ldamex £~ A

oOrr IOty

CcIIaolt

o

CITCy

Xz

+ 1

alh 11

1+
o~

w11

LA 3= mp= may

£ ot et T I o

r A~ Foam A £ A
S s /5 3 S U i s Ry & B P S W

17

£

CITCy

[ 3} & e g uy

CITC oOaLrTOrlily UL

TITCITIC O

—OoTr

133 1 A3 o~~~
o OoU T O g

-

n

T

RN |

N O PN S
WO

uuj O 11119 POl o

a4

A <z + 1 N + 1
cOP— Ot —C1t

4+

T

TIT

T ooV

i3 1 A4
oo T O g

-

n

n

N

BN ol IS r Albetze +1 S P N g oz
=9 A\ - LSS i Y (.A.L/LJ \J_Lll_Lll\_j LSPN & BV s [ S i iy T

w3 +th
W CTIt

ATV T

[ S N

[ e & g )

nda
xR cCes

wah o

o e
STGTT

nx ISEEWoN 2
oo TTT

-

I S
TN r/UJ_ C1IOT1T

N

+~

SN NG I S 2 |
a—PTrtcCictr

w3 +th
W CTIt

WITTCTT

Ty

oL

[E SN N Sy

+ 1

Iz

ENEN

ey

2o+
_L\jJ.J.\_

+1h o

oo
o0

ATz nranrna etz ah 11 =N
PEETY

T Ty

+~
TvCT

T OV T TITCT

—CTTT

CTIITiL

[0 i 3 & igm mpm my

&

EEaY

T

+~

o
CcIrT  CTTOWTIT

+ S~y

£

=
T

v

oo

Stz

ot
=]

1] oA £ <7
gt O ity

BB

T T T T T ooTv

v It OT

o

W71

O L O

LR S
Ty

A A Alnaa 0 n
cO—anGaouaccitg Oft

+

1

ot o ol

o 1

hora o1~y o0 o~ o
SESCEL

crread
gTraac

L OoCAad T T U ol L LT L

]

WITC T O o uOCIr

letters,

sign means any display of characters,

Floor

or any ornamentations applied or written on a

illustrations,

floor that attracts to or promotes the business to which it is

displayed.

electric-discharge lamp,

an

means

light

Fluorescent

which

containing a metallic wvapor,

usually tubular in shape,

becomes luminous on the passing of the current and energizes a

layer of fluorescent material coating the tube.

Freestanding or ground sign means a sign supported by a
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sign structure secured 1in the ground and which is wholly

independent of any building, fence, vehicle, or object other than

the sign structure for support.

Frontage means the length of street surface that the

building faces.

(1) Primary frontage means the street surface that the

building’s main entrance faces.

(2) Secondary frontage means anywstreetwsurfacewthat-a

building is adjacent to, other than primary frontage.

Frontage, business means the horizontal linear distance

measured /along | the " facade /of an | individual Dbusiness. Also

referred to as “business frontage”.

Ghost sign means an old advertising signage that has been

preserved on a building either exposed or under non-original

materials.

Halo effect signs means solid front and side surface

letters or logos that will have a back light, either neon or

LED, and projects towards the surface to which the letters or

logos are attached to.

Hanging sign means a double or single-face sign that hangs

9| Page
*Coding: Added language is underlined; deleted language is struck
through



from a bracket or support and projects from a building, pole, or

awning. If a “hanging” sign is located over a city right-of-way

the bottom part of it must have a clearance of at least eight (8)

feet and must obtain the necessary permission from the city.

Illuminance means the amount of 1light falling upon a

surface, commonly called “light 1level” or “illumination”.

Measured in foot-candles (lumens per square foot) in the English

system.

Interiorwidduminated sign means any ssign-having translucent

characters, letters, designs, logos or outlines illuminated by

electric lights located within /the sign or having luminous tubes

or reflective elements designed for that purpose.

Informational or descriptive 'sign means“a sign indicating

by words, photos, drawings or symbols the type of services

available at the location or events occurring thereon. Menu boxes

are not consider informational signs. Electronic signs, including

but not limited to tablets or monitors of any kind are not

considered informational signs.

LED 1light means an electric light-emitting diode fixture

that when a suitable voltage is applied the color of the light

is determined by the energy band gap of the semiconductor. LED

light fixtures can be individual or mounted on a string.
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Legal-nonconforming sign means any sign that does not

conform to the regulations of this article but complied fully

with all applicable regulations and received all required

approvals at the time of its installation.

Marquee sign means any sign that is intrinsic to a marquee

and contains the business name, as well as advertisement of the

business. Marquee means a covered structure projecting from, and

supported by, a building when such covered structure extends

beyond the building line.

Menu boxes means an auxiliary business sign display case

containing a menu used for advertising daily menu specials only

for restaurants or bars, no /larger than two and a half (2.5)

square feet and located on the same facade as the primary street

frontage or entrance. On cases where the building is recessed

from the city’s right-of-way, menu boxes may be attached to a

pole installed for such purpose on private property.

Miniature light means a 1light or light-emitting device

employing a bulb two inches or less in length and normally found

strung together in multiples.

Monument sign means a freestanding sign, generally having

a low profile that is detached from a building and having a

support that is a solid-appearing base constructed of a permanent
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material, such as concrete block or brick. All other freestanding

sign types not meeting the definition of a monument sign shall

be either a pole sign or a pylon sign.

Neon 1light means a lamp, wusually tubular in shape,

employing the element neon (Ne) or other luminous gases.

Neon sign means an arrangement of luminous or gaseous tubes

to form letters or numbers or an abstract or representational

element or Dboth, specifically including advertising logos,

punctuation marks; emblems, and registered trademarks; or that

is installed inside of exposed channel letters, logos, designs,

borders, or numbers.

Off-site 'sign means a sign ‘didentifiying, advertising or

directing the public to" a “"business,  "merchandise, “service,

institution, entertainment or activity which is located, sold,

rented, based, produced, manufactured, furnished or taking place

at a location other than on the property on which the sign is

located.

On-site development sign means a sign 1identifying the

developer, architect, and / or contractors located on a property

upon which there is active construction.

Open and hours of operation signs means any device or
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letters that are intended to communicate to the public that the

business is open and the hours of operations. “Open”, “Closed”

and hours of operation signs cannot include any brand, logo, or

business sign 1in order to qualify as an exempt sign from

percentage signs on the premises.

Painted sign means a sign that is painted completely over

a glass pane of a window or door or is painted on a surface that

will be installed on a building or directly painted on a wall or

any other surface of a building.

Pennant means a series of /small flag-like pieces of cloth,

plastic or similar type of material attached.and strung between

two or more points.

Plastic™ sign means “any' sign that™ is "made in " part" or

completely with any plastic or synthetic material that have a

polymeric structure such as PVC, vinyl, polyethylene,

polyurethane, corflute and oilcloth, among others.

Pole sign means any sign erected on a—pete one or several

vertical elements, made of wood or metal, and which is wholly or

partially independent of any building for support. A pole erected

for a sign cannot be taller than six (6) feet.

Political sign means a sign erected by a political
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candidate, group, or agent thereof, for the purpose of

advertising a candidate or stating a position regarding an issue

upon which the voters of the city shall vote.

Portable sign means any sign not permanently attached to

the ground or other permanent structure or any sign designed to

be transported. Portable signs shall include but not be limited

to signs designed to be transported by wheels; skid-mounted

signs; chalkboard signs converted to A- or T-frames; menu signs;

and signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked for the

purpose of providing advertising,/close to or on the public right-

of-way, unless such vehicle is/used in the ordinary day-to-day

operations of the business. Portable signs also include any type

of “A” or/“T” frame sign, signs with attached wheels or casters,

search light stands and air, hot air or gas filled elements.

Premises means a lot, building site, lease of a building

or lot, or other independent entity by one (1) business. Each of

the multiple tenants in one building or lot constitutes a separate

premise for the purpose of this article.

Projecting sign means any sign which 1s affixed to any

building, wall or structure and extends beyond the building wall

or structure. If a “projecting” sign is located over a City right-

of-way the bottom, part of it must have a clearance of at least
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eight (8) feet from the right-of-way.

Real estate sign means any sign that are used to offer for

sale lease or rent a property upon which the sign is placed.

Roof sign means any sign erected or constructed wholly upon

or over the roof of any building and supported solely or partially

on the roof structure.

Seasonal/holiday sign means a sign or other holiday

decorations, used for emphasizing the celebration of a historic

American holiday or other national holiday. As used herein the

term “a historic American holiday” shall refer to any day made a

public holiday by laws of Florida, the laws of the United States

or by resolution of the City /Commission.

Seasonal or holiday 1lighting means a series of clear,

white, or colored lights, either bare or shielded within an

enclosure.

Sign means any device designated to inform or attract

persons not on the premises including devices installed one (1)

foot or less inside of a window, storefront, or store side.

Sign, area of, means the total surface of a sign, including

the background, frame, and ornamentation, but not including

structural supporting elements outside of its frame.
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Sign face means the area or portion of a sign on which copy

is intended to be placed.

Special event sign means a sign which carries a message

regarding a special event or function which is of general interest

to the community and which is of temporary nature.

Snipe sign means a sign that is tacked, nailed, posted,

pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees, poles, stakes,

walls, trash receptacles or fences or any other objects. Legal

notices. required -by.law are exempted.

Surface graphics means any sign painted directly on any

exterior building wall or door surface, exclusive of window and

door glass area.

Three-dimensional sign means a sign that is carved and have

low bas-relief or a sign that is composed of many layers of the
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same or different materials.

Time and temperature sign means any sign mechanically,

electronically or electrically controlled to display time and

temperature only.

Traffic sign means a sign that functions primarily to

provide for the efficient, safe, and orderly flow of traffic and

erected by city, state, or federal governments.

Vehicle sign means any sign on any type of vehicles, which

are conspicuously parked on or near the proximity of the premises

of the wuse being advertised and used in such a way as to

advertise,| identify, or draw /attention to such use of passing

motorists, passengers, .and pedestrians. For the purpose of this

definition vehicle sign includes but“is not limited to any decals,

wraps, painted or attached signs to a vehicle.

Wall sign means any sign attached and parallel to the

facade of a structure, which is attached and supported throughout

its entire length by the facade and not extending above the

building, ground floor, railings, windows, parapets, or the eave

of the roof.

Window sign means any sign affixed to, painted to or in

contact with a window, or located within one (1) foot of any
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window surface facing the outside and which it is intended to be

seen from the exterior.

Window sign, temporary, means a window sign of a temporary

nature used to direct attention to the sale of merchandise or a

change in the status of a business.

Sec. 114-102. Restrietions- Adoption of Historic District

Signage Corridors Overlay Map.

The Key West historic district contains diverse commercial

corridors rand mixed-use areas that contribute to 1its urban

diversity. ‘Due to its intensity/ in use and type of commercial

enterprises, the @ity created the Historic District Signage

Overlay map that reflects three specific commercial corridors; the

Entertainment Corridor zone,  the Traditional Commercial Corxridor

zone, and Peripheral Commercial- Residential Corridor zone. The

Commercial Overlay Districts Map 1is hereby adopted by Ordinance

15-XX. A copy of the map shall be kept on file at the Clerk’s

office and in the Planning Department.
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The following signs are not appropriate to any building or

site within the historic district, therefore their wuse 1is

prohibited:
(1) Animated signs.
oot oo+ + oY oo a A £ + o+ ocomma oo A
Ay LJL_, W I CTT CTIT LJ T 1o o TUITT g CTIT \_/_LL_,_Y U OO TUTT
43>+ (2) Bus bench signs.
(A4 N NE r 2 7 Qg AN A g o
\_.[, [ S A R U NI S S N i S N Ei U ¥ ) (P E i O 6P N WP PR W § Q—Lvll&)o
+5)+ (3) Plastic signs, with the/ exception of vinyl letters and

logos applied to fabric awnings’ wvalance, windows, and or

doors. Temporary banner signs, approved by staff, can be

made of vinyl or other plastic material.

+6) (4) Portable signs.
++r

(5) Roof signs.

$

(6) Signs painted directly on the exterior wall or roof of
a building, unless deemed historically appropriate by the

historic architectural review commission.

¢

(7) Snipe signs.

;

(8) Temporary store window signs, including going out of

business signs, when their number square footage cause a

violation of section 114-104; provided, however, that menus

and public notice signs are not included in this prohibition.
A public notice sign means a sign advertising an arts event,
a political event or candidate, a community event, or such

other event open to the public.
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(9) Poster board signs.

Billboards

(10)

and

fringe,

Animated rotating and or fluttering devices,

(11)

pennant string streamer.

premises signs.

Off-

(12)

or public

sidewalks

are placed on public

Signs that

(13)

utility

including but not limited to hydrant,

property,

or public fence.

tree,

pole,

Vehicle signs.

(14)
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or promotes

flag advertises

a

If

then it shall be

business or a product sold by that business,

deemed a sign and 1s subject to the 1imit—en signs permitted

pursuant to section
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Sec.

Calculation of permitted signage
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Permitted signage will be based on the amount of a business

frontage, as defined under section 114-101. Calculation of signage

will be one (1) square foot of signage per linear foot of the

building frontage of a business. Where the expressed formula does

not work due to any small linear frontage occupied by a business,

a sign cannot be smaller than three (3) square feet. For purpose

of this regulation, stories above the first floor will not count

as business frontage.
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Sec. 114-105. Authority to adopt additional provisions.

The historic architectural review commission shall have the
authority to adopt in its design guidelines additional provisions
related to permitted signs in the historic districts, so long as

they do not conflict with division 2 of article II of chapter 106

and this chapter.

Sec. 114-106. Amortization of legal illegal nonconforming signs.

Eseomamrmt e rapaxza A 200 g o Aaxza g A PR TP BN I N SN VUM SN B SNE I oW B 2N SN S MPANEZY
X CCP T oo POV eIt G vV SO 7 —att S TP TEOoITOoT o= SCCTtITCTHt
17147302 It o~ ] a2 7 7 T ot~ 2 haiatranra o~ Adaodbang A oo £+
T T U Dut witr Ot rowrtorry CXToccCO TS coTE T C—O TSttt S —O=T
QA+ A~ 10017 masz oot 1A Nenconfarma ey Ihawrmem s o0 o
(AT SASATT 13 CAT T =y 7 T ity O COoOh Tttt Ot oo Mt g —OaitC T —S TSIt Sy
nortalk a1 o A A o g aa e a1l N remasrad g g 20 Ao £
PO oo C—ST Gt s; oG ST pC— ST gihto—Sthiarr— ot et v Wittt Ou GOy s Ox

derives+ Illegal signs shall be removed within the first year, 365

days, of the effective date of the ordinance and adopted guidelines

from which this section derives. 'Legally nonconforming signs will

be exempt /0f this section. Abandonment of a legal nonconforming

sign shall immediately terminate its .nonconforming status«
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