
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 

 Staff Report for Item 11 

 

To:  Chairman Haven Burkee and Historic Architectural Review  

Commission Members 

 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 

   Historic Preservation Planner  

 

Meeting Date:  December 19, 2023 

Applicant:   Matthew Stratton, Architect 

Application Number:  H2023-0048 

Address:   716 Thomas Street 

Description of Work: 

Partial demolition of rear addition at main house and demolition of accessory structure. 

Site Facts: 

The principal building in the site is listed as a contributing resource to the district. The two-story 

frame vernacular house was built circa 1920. The house has maintained its original footprint except 

on its rear, where a one-story addition was added after 1972. A non-historic accessory structure 

and a pool can be found at the rear of the property.  
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Current Survey and. 1962 Sanborn Map Overlay. 

 

716 Thomas Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 

Ordinance Cited on Review: 

• Section 102-217 (3), demolition for historic but non-contributing, non-contributing, or 

non-historic structure of the Land Development Regulations. 

 

 



3 | P a g e -  # 7 1 6  T h o m a s  S t r e e t  –  i t e m 1 1  

 
 

Staff Analysis: 

The Certificate of Appropriateness proposes the partial demolition of a one-story non-historic rear 

addition. The design also includes the demolition of a non-historic shed located on the rear pf the 

property.  

 

Areas Proposed to be Demolished. 

The rear addition and the shed are not historic structures, therefore the evaluation for this request 

shall be based on section 102-217 (3) of the Land Development Regulations, which requires the 

following criteria for demolitions:  

The historic architectural review commission shall not issue permits that would result in:  

 

(1) Removing buildings or structures that are important in defining the overall historic 

character of a district or neighborhood so that the character is diminished;  

 

 It is staff’s opinion that the rear addition and rear shed are not character defining 

features that contributes to the historic value of the site.  

 

(2) Removing historic buildings or structures and thus destroying the historic 

relationship between buildings or structures and open space;  

 

 The proposed structures to be demolished are not historic and do not have a 

distinctive relationship with the historic house and surroundings.  

 

(3) Removing an historic building or structure in a complex; or removing a building 

facade; or removing a significant later addition that is important in defining the 

historic character of a site or the surrounding district or neighborhood.  

  

 The non-historic structures under review are not resources that define the historic 

character of the site and neighborhood.   
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(4) Removing buildings or structures that would otherwise qualify as contributing, as 

set forth in section 102-62(3).  

 

 It is staff’s opinion that the structures under review will not qualify to be 

contributing to the district in a near future.  

 

Staff recommends to the Commission the consideration of this request for demolition as it will 

have no adverse effect on the historic fabric of  house and its urban context.  If the Commission 

finds the design to be appropriate this will be the only required reading for demolition. 
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Sanborn Map 1926 



 

Sanborn Map 1948 



 
Sanborn Map 1962 
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716 Thomas Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 



 

716 Thomas FRONT 

 



 

Front Porch 

 



 

REAR YARD 

Pool and Shed 

Neighbor to Rear and Neighbor on North side 

 

 

 



 

REAR YARD 

Neighbor (compound) on North side 

 



 

 

REAR 

Back of House 

Neighbor (compound) on North side 

 



 

 

REAR YARD 

Shed 

Neighbor to Rear  

 



 

 

REAR 

Pool equipment on south side of shed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

REAR 

Back of Shed 

 

 

 



 

 

REAR 

Back of House and Pool 



 

 

REAR 

Back of House 

 



 

 

North Side of House looking towards rear 

 



 

 

North Side of House looking towards front 



 

 

North Side of House – altered window  

 

 



 

 

South Side of House looking towards front 
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NOTE:  FOUNDATIONS BENEATH THE SURFACE ARE NOT SHOWN. MEASURED DIMENSIONS EQUAL
PLATTED OR DESCRIBED DIMENSIONS UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE.
THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS THAT MAY BE FOUND ON THIS SHEET.

BFP = BACK-FLOW PREVENTER
BO = BLOW OUT
C & G = 2' CONCRETE CURB & GUTTER
CB = CONCRETE BLOCK
CBW = CONCRETE BLOCK WALL
CL = CENTERLINE
CLF = CHAINLINK FENCE
CM = CONCRETE MONUMENT
CONC = CONCRETE
CPP = CONCRETE POWER POLE
CVRD = COVERED
DELTA = CENTRAL ANGLE
DEASE = DRAINAGE EASEMENT
EL = ELEVATION
ENCL = ENCLOSURE
EP = EDGE OF PAVEMENT
FF = FINISHED FLOOR ELEVATION
FH = FIRE HYDRANT
FI = FENCE INSIDE
FND = FOUND
FO = FENCE OUTSIDE
FOL = FENCE ON LINE

GUY = GUY WIRE
HB = HOSE BIB
IP = IRON PIPE
IR = IRON ROD
L = ARC LENGTH
LS = LANDSCAPING
MB = MAILBOX
MEAS = MEASURED
MF = METAL FENCE
MHWL = MEAN HIGH WATER LINE
NGVD = NATIONAL GEODETIC
            VERTICAL DATUM (1929)
NTS = NOT TO SCALE
OH = ROOF OVERHANG
OHW = OVERHEAD WIRES
PC = POINT OF CURVE
PM = PARKING METER
PCC = POINT OF COMPOUND CURVE
PCP = PERMANENT CONTROL POINT
PK = PARKER KALON NAIL
POB = POINT OF BEGINNING
PI  = POINT OF INTERSECTION

POC = POINT OF COMMENCEMENT
PRC = POINT OF REVERSE CURVE
PRM = PERMANENT REFERENCE
          MONUMENT
PT = POINT OF TANGENT
R = RADIUS
R/W = RIGHT OF WAY LINE
SSCO = SANITARY SEWER CLEAN-OUT
SW = SIDE WALK
TBM = TEMPORARY BENCHMARK
TOB = TOP OF BANK
TOS = TOE OF SLOPE
TS = TRAFFIC SIGN
TYP = TYPICAL
U/R = UNREADABLE
U/E = UTILITY EASEMENT
WD = WOOD DECK
WF = WOOD FENCE
WL = WOOD LANDING
WM = WATER METER
WPP = WOOD POWER POLE
WRACK LINE = LINE OF DEBRIS ON SHORE
WV = WATER VALVE
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., December 19, 2023, at 
City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 
RENOVATIONS TO EXISTING HOUSE. NEW ONE-STORY ADDITION 
AT REAR. NEW ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. NEW RAMP AND 
LANDING. PARTIAL DEMOLITION OF REAR ADDITION AT MAIN 
HOUSE AND DEMOLITION OF ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. 

 #716 THOMAS STREET 

Applicant – Matthew Stratton, Architect    Application #H2023-0048 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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