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                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  April 1, 2015      

 
RE:  922 Catherine Street Administrative Hearing 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  

                     City of Key West 

 
On February 13, 2015, I received a complaint regarding trees having been 

removed and trees improperly trimmed at 922 Catherine Street.  On 
February 16, 2015 an inspection of the property documented that a pool 

had been constructed, holes were being dug for what appeared to be 

footers for a deck, the front gate/fence had been removed and a lot of 
vegetation had also been removed including one coconut tree, some 

Simpson stoppers, and 2 autograph trees.  Other regulated trees had been 
trimmed/topped including two pigeon plum and 4 stopper trees. 

 
This property first came to my attention in October 2014 when an 

application was made to build a pool.  At that time, the pool contractor was 

notified of regulated trees being possibly within the work area (see building 
permit package with memo dated October 31, 2014).    

 

  

10-31-14:  
Standing on 
Catherine Street 
looking at front of 
house—Spanish 
stopper trees 
along front fence. 

Coconut Palm 



       
 

          
 

10-31-14:  Looking at driveway/gate area  

Autograph 
tree 

Simpson Stopper 

Autograph 
tree 

Close up of Simpson Stopper trunks 



10-31-15 

 

      
 
 

Autograph tree 

Pigeon 
Plum 



10-31-14 

 

 
 
 

                   

Inside the former 
gated yard area. 

Coconut Palm 

Pigeon Plum 



2-16-15 

 

 
 

 

 

Looking at Spanish 
Stopper trees in front 
of house—they have 
been topped 
(hedges).  One 
Spanish stopper was 
transplanted a foot 
forward. 

Looking at 
driveway/former 
gate area:  one 
autograph tree and 
Simpson stopper 
have been removed 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Looking at 
driveway/former 
gate area.  One 
Coconut Palm 
and another 
Autograph tree 
are missing. Top 
of Pigeon Plum 
has been cut. 

Pigeon Plum 

Another pigeon plum tree has been 
topped. 



From February 18 to the 27, 2015, I had many conversations with the 

property owner, Doug Leohr and the landscaper on the property, Michael 
Herrera regarding the trees on the property.  Mr. Herrera stated that the 

Coconut Palm had been removed by the pool company before he got onsite.  
The tree was on the property but was dead.  He did remove the two 

autograph trees to be transplanted and he did top the pigeon plum trees 
and the Spanish Stopper trees.  Mr. Leohr has agreed to replant trees on 

the property to resolve the issue.  

 
Issues and recommendations: 

 
1.  Coconut Palm tree was removed from the property without a permit.  

All information gathered indicates that the pool company, South Wind 

Pools, is responsible for removing the coconut palm and allowing it to 
die.  

 
2.  Simpson Stopper is not on the protected tree list, therefore, it is 

regulated if over 4” diameter.  Based on photos of the multi-trunked 
Simpson stopper that was removed from the property it can be verified 

for sure whether the tree was 4” or more in diameter.  Therefore, the 

removal of this tree is not part of this hearing.   
 

3.  Two Pigeon Plum trees had been topped.  Both of these trees are 
located next to the fence.  The trimming work does not appear to have 

severely altered the primary structure of the tree (they are both still 
trees), therefore, this trimming work is not part of this hearing.  

 

4.  Two Autograph trees had been removed from the property to be 
transplanted.  An after-the-fact application was submitted for the 

transplanting and the trees have been returned to the property and 
replanted.  It is recommended that the after-the-fact permit be 

processed. 
 

5.  There are four Spanish stopper trees along the front fence.  Three of 

these trees had been topped and turned into hedges which has 
changed the structure of these trees.  Another small Spanish Stopper 

tree was transplanted a foot forward to be in line with the other trees.  
Due to the original size of this tree, it might not be regulated.  

Therefore, the issue is tree abuse on three Spanish stopper trees. 

 
 

 



2-27-15 

 
 
 

 
 

Looking at front 
of house.  
Spanish Stopper 
“trees” are behind 
fence. 

Row of Spanish 
Stopper “trees” 
behind fence 



 
 

 
 

 

Spanish Stopper tree: 
 
#1:  4,5” dbh, 3 large trunks  
 
#2:  Not a tree, <1” dbh, not 
regulated. 
 
#3:  5” dbh, 5 trunks 
 
#4:  4” dbh, 3 large trunks 
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