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Leaders Launch Campaign Opposing
Utility-Backed Amendment 1
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Tallahassee, Fla. — Today on environmental causes?

a statewide conference call, a broad and diverse coalition of )

leaders presented a united front opposing a utility-backed proposal ) ZD(;if: very Like Page

appearing on November’s ballot as Amendment 1. The amount of area land lost is
equivalent to twice the size of

Republicans, Democrats, Libertarians, Greens, free market advocates, solar Alaska.

industry reps and non-partisan advocacy groups joined together to launch a
citizen-led “Vote No On 1” campaign explaining that “Amendment 1 Blocks
the Sun.”

In true “David and Goliath” form, this grassroots campaign must compete
against the nearly $19 million contributed by utilities and their supporters to

date. ' Find your LOCAL LEAGUE
Leaders from across the political spectrum explained how Amendment 1 will | ——
|YOTERS

stifle solar power and keep Floridians captive power consumers because
« Amendment 1 is funded by Florida’s big utilities to protect their monopoly
markets and limit customer-owned solar,

li“ ‘

« Amendment 1 paves the way for barriers that would penalize solar
customers, and

« Amendment 1 misleads Florida voters by promising rights and protections
that Florida citizens already have.

In the closely divided 4-3 Supreme Court decision that approved Amendment
1 thus securing it a place on the general election ballot, Justice Barbara [
Pariente wrote, “Let the pro-solar energy consumers beware. Masquerading

as a pro-solar energy initiative, this proposed constitutional amendment,
supported by some of Florida’s major investor-owned electric utility |:|
companies, actually seeks to constitutionalize the status quo. The ballot title

is affirmatively misleading by its focus on ‘Solar Energy Choice,” when no

real choice exists for those who favor expansion of solar energy.”

http://thefloridavoter.org/campaign-opposing-amendment- 1/ 1/3


http://thefloridavoter.org/
http://thefloridavoter.org/donate/
http://thefloridavoter.org/
http://thefloridavoter.org/about/
http://thefloridavoter.org/issues-2/
http://thefloridavoter.org/helping-florida-vote/
http://thefloridavoter.org/category/in-the-news/
http://thefloridavoter.org/trips-events-listing/
http://thefloridavoter.org/members/
http://thefloridavoter.org/contact-us/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HcxMSlothZoHn0UixTDXHWsgdG9uusSnfBpyv1hz3NuZpS6Cz6bwuHtvMOl70MUpNPX91NRXFFhkq0-Vg_B9LcWd68kwZLB_8d1XccFdfnkcr1Sans0nhLueBwFOU2jIRggG2g2hAlLDKBAkiYK7vLMIgDVcs7pBOKXarFgQ57lnkHe_GIgmyQ==&c=ScfwLHyxw79m-4ITBVI-qu6QE--ktzbz18MlK0z3nETtiW45060Q2Q==&ch=9bb-vdFFvppafF7lS0NFD0KVVwIi7A5aQvv5FQofF5rCG7ejIP-F3g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HcxMSlothZoHn0UixTDXHWsgdG9uusSnfBpyv1hz3NuZpS6Cz6bwuNzTPTD8eukN-iV5YkGhZ6ginind0lg57CQrq6r9OH7WF4Ic7vVA75fI3Q4cHktBm4PdZ8XM6JsdKYHLSSAjHikpJsS6oWdpeGKODF89Qiw0IL3RgR9EQGgMYK4Bd7BCBHfbck1TbTR_2EJHn7HLdJ-qFIHj2OQN3E9huAdU_p0g9AQVVNSo-Ifi3dCW3DFvuQ==&c=ScfwLHyxw79m-4ITBVI-qu6QE--ktzbz18MlK0z3nETtiW45060Q2Q==&ch=9bb-vdFFvppafF7lS0NFD0KVVwIi7A5aQvv5FQofF5rCG7ejIP-F3g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HcxMSlothZoHn0UixTDXHWsgdG9uusSnfBpyv1hz3NuZpS6Cz6bwuNzTPTD8eukNItKfmglhI7oa2LBw1pSUxy3tA6aXaPqH6zNWEAG_ARMWXdsDC9hKciAhEWW9RmymXsW2DK5fvckjFI8HiAObtfny3gxQfibZA9dp6hS98Syrw5Dyr16cLbcavceYLE6hv8R4ZXF10GN3w82DGEdYboLP3rNqI40S_V0JM8Z1OTJMcDgrCXRnaubBm0ZyyoH30xqNebyLcKg=&c=ScfwLHyxw79m-4ITBVI-qu6QE--ktzbz18MlK0z3nETtiW45060Q2Q==&ch=9bb-vdFFvppafF7lS0NFD0KVVwIi7A5aQvv5FQofF5rCG7ejIP-F3g==
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/
https://twitter.com/lwvflorida
https://www.youtube.com/user/LWVFlorida
http://thefloridavoter.org/campaign-opposing-amendment-1/LWVFExecutiveDirector@gmail.com
mailto:lwvfexecutivedirector@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/alison.higgins.kw
https://www.facebook.com/jane.newhagen
https://www.facebook.com/abhaya.thiele
https://www.facebook.com/e.jennylynn
https://www.facebook.com/troy.brown.710
https://www.facebook.com/linda.duever.1
https://www.facebook.com/erin.deady
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Discovery/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/
https://www.facebook.com/Discovery/
https://www.facebook.com/Discovery/posts/10154627240613586
https://www.facebook.com/Discovery/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/posts/10153963370021089
https://www.facebook.com/Discovery/posts/10154627240613586
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2cdNKsD&h=RAQF6E39OAQE3lZo70unWHcDuW5lQbXwqq_aAOTFT4JfH0Q&enc=AZNtcw-4RFauaMmvpHV_B1aQc_7vCYHk12-AcyywUc9cS8AOJ4slUXA-3ZDCiBw-xbx_y4vm0tBRtidLBfwp-NGpM8FZ_wIMmjckkKrl8iken2p7XykDotkzS69y-Rxq7RSIInYSxufuG_KBNrX-AMpLpt6bcl8qgDlKIn95Dl7sc7sOLbhV7i0P235rPlESdR4QogCb9uqA3QJ-Gdce6tGg&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2cdNKsD&h=tAQGcylsp&enc=AZPqwfZJ45UJBF0wLnPwPTBVPnKnVHemINI0SE21kyD_8FhrsZD4JA0ZhQ1G1UP5l0XwokxS6Lv2k_C1d5ikv0SU2jT0Nrq4HVoGoAQw-MPGEox3gDYuggubpqQgpKHG5SEXcHrAsmIMIRd0LbRfkd_YvhvvYDTan9BeYE-M8qvKfzXYm7qjLgTLRrPRp3YpQ7ahLiLgfuLifgj5ytdIh3Ih&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/
https://www.facebook.com/LeagueofWomenVotersFlorida/
http://bereadytovote.org/local-league-voters-guide/
http://thefloridavoter.org/members/voter-registration/

9/9/2016 Campaign Opposing Amendment 1 | Florida League of Women Voters

“Amendment 1 is a sham designed by the utilities to turn out the lights on
solar in Florida,” said Pamela Goodman, president of the League of Women
Voters of Florida. “Florida utilities have raised a staggering $18 million dollars
to place this ‘citizen’ amendment on the ballot. With Amendment 4 we saw
the enthusiasm Florida voters have for good solar policy, and we urge voters
to get the facts and not be fooled by this utility-funded attempt to put their
boot on the neck of solar. Every voter who voted yes on Amendment 4 in
August should vote NO in November to be consistent in their support of solar
expansion in Florida.”

“Amendment 1 is a cleverly-designed attempt to maintain monopoly control
over Florida’s energy industry. This amendment is an attempt to manipulate
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people into falsely believing it is currently illegal to buy or lease solar. It is LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®
deplorable that Amendment 1 proponents seek to enshrine Florida’s current, m
non-competitive, anti-free market solar policy into the state’s constitution. It is
my hope that Floridians will see through this charade and vote no on
Amendment 1 in November,” said Tory Perfetti, Chairman, Floridians for
Solar Choice.

“We believe Amendment 1, initiated by Florida’s for-profit, monopoly utility
companies, is intentionally deceptive and intended to trick and confuse
Florida voters to make them believe they are supporting solar when, in fact,
passing Amendment 1 will irreparably harm rooftop solar and limit their
energy choices,” said Patrick Altier, incoming President of the Florida Solar
Energy Industry Association and a Florida rooftop solar contractor.

“As a supporter of the free market, | will fight to oppose Amendment 1 and do
all | can to inform the voters that this amendment is bad policy for Florida,”
said Char-Lez Braden, Chairman, Libertarian Party of Florida.

“As a young republican in the Sunshine State, it disappoints me that Florida
is ranked 17th in solar power generated,” said Candace

Munz, Communications Director, Capital Young Republicans. “We will all
benefit from the use of clean, safe and inexpensive energy, and Amendment
1 will make Florida less competitive. We must vote NO in November to
protect our constitution from the special interest-driven initiative.”

“The Green Party of Florida supported the original Floridians for Solar Choice
effort to create more opportunities to grow solar in Florida, but sadly that
effort failed,” said Henry Lawrence, spokesperson for the Green Party of
Florida. “The Corporate Solar Energy Bill, known as Amendment 1 on the
November ballot, is a Big NO for the Green Party of Florida since this bill will
do nothing to help residential and commercial solar efforts grow from the
citizen grassroots level and would, in fact, would limit that effort tremendously
by keeping all energy generation under the control of Big Energy providers
like Gulf Power, Duke Energy, Florida Power & Light and TECO.”

“As a long-time advocate for free market policies in Florida, | am opposed to
Amendment 1. Competition and Consumers having choices is the foundation
of a free market. Competition and choice improve quality and lowers prices.
Amendment 1 is a veiled attempt to further expand the monopoly power of
the major utility companies in Florida and to prohibit competition,” said John
Hallman, Central Florida Regional Coordinator for the Republican Liberty
Caucus of Florida.

“With solar supporters across the political aisle, Florida Democrats are proud
to protect solar freedom by opposing Amendment 1 in November,” said John
Hedrick, chair of the Democratic Environmental Caucus of Florida. “Big
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power companies are trying to keep solar at bay and we are united in
opposition.”

“The Florida Christian Coalition/CCA opposes Amendment 1 because these
ill-advised regulations would hurt Florida families by limiting the future
expansion of energy independence in the Sunshine State. The current status
quo does not need to be enshrined in our State Constitution,” said Florida
Christian Coalition Chairman, Ash Mason.

“Amendment 1 was never about increasing choice in energy production for
consumers. It has always been tightening the chokehold the large power
companies have on the people of Florida,” said Alexander

Snitker, Chairman, Liberty First PAC. “These power companies and groups
opposing any form of alternative energy market in Florida have continually
engaged in a campaign to label anything that would bring more energy
choices to Floridians as “subsidies” in an effort to invoke fear by outright
lying. The fact is, the large power company monopolies have been relying on
a business model that is quickly becoming obsolete. Amendment 1 is a pitiful
attempt to prolong their stranglehold on the market.”

“Florida’s voters BEWARE, FPL and Florida’s other big utilities are about to
unleash a massive misinformation campaign to try to convince you they
support solar and are protecting consumers ” said Dr. Stephen

Smith, executive director of the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. “The
truth is, by promoting Amendment 1, the only people the utilities are
protecting are their shareholders and their profits. The Sunshine State’s big
utilities have the Southeast’s lowest levels of solar power per customer,
ranked far behind North Carolina and Georgia and other states. They are
using big advertising budgets to cover-up their anti customer-owned solar
agenda.”
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