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Karen DeMaria

From: Brian Olson <olsondraftingservices@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 11:39 PM
To: Karen DeMaria
Cc: wlrowan@gmail.com; keywestmarineassistance@yahoo.com; najagirard@yahoo.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 630 Eaton Street Tree  Permit#  T2023-0234

9‐6‐2023 
 
 
Good morning Karen, 
 
I have attached a photo of the tree that is causing problems at 630 Eaton Street. 
 
If this is needed, may it be added to the report for the tree commission meeting on the 12th? 
 
Bill and I inspected the main structure and how the large tree in question appears to be damaging it.  
The root system of the tree has altered the grade beam and footer of the main structure.  Specifically at the 
location of a main column supporting the deck at the second floor.  The roots have pushed up the footing and 
in turn has lifted the floor framing creating voids and cracks in the deck above.  Water intrusion is an issue as 
shown in the photo below with rotting at the ceiling.  We recommend the removal of the tree because of the 
continued damage the root system will cause to the historic structure.  If the tree in question is to be 
uprooted by mother nature,  The damage to the main structure and other adjacent property that is easily in 
reach will be major.    
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Warmly, 
Brian 
 
 

  CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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La Isla Tree Care Company 
81001 Overseas Highway 
Islamorada, FL 33036 
 
Via e-mail to: office@laislatree.com 
 
RE: Proposal for Certified Arborist Support Services 
 630 Eaton St, Key West Monroe County, FL 
 
La Isla Tree Care Company: 
 
Parobok Environmental, LLC (PE) is providing this report as a record of our assessment of one Spanish 
Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) on the above referenced property. This assessment was conducted by an 
International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist in general accordance with the ANSI A300 
Standards for Tree Risk Assessment and associated Best Management Practices (BMP) companion book. 
 
Recommendations  
The Spanish Lime is in poor condition due to decay, cracks in the canopy, and cavities with insect signs. 
Due to the tree’s health and location, this tree is recommended for removal. 
 
A Level II Tree Risk Assessment was performed and rates this tree as “High” risk. Due to the close 
proximity of the house and walkway, the above referenced tree presents a danger to both persons and 
property. Per Florida Statue 163.045, a local government may not require a notice, application, 
approval, permit, fee, or mitigation for the pruning, trimming, or removal of this tree. 
 
It is recommended that the owner maintains a copy of this assessment on record to present to local 
government should the validity of the removal be questioned.  
 
Limitations 
The assessment performed on the trees described above was based on visual observations. No invasive 
procedures, measurements, or samples were taken. Should the owner desire more detail regarding this 
tree, a Level III Tree Risk Assessment is recommended.  
 
Following is a general description of the condition of the Spanish Lime tree referenced above on the 
property, along with an assessment of the viability of the tree to remain based on location and 
condition.   
 
Condition ratings are as follows:  
 Good - no major physical or health defects were observed that are anticipated to compromise 
 the long-term health or viability of the tree. 
 Fair - physical and/or health defects were observed which may compromise the long-term health 
 or viability of the tree, but are able to be corrected or managed to minimize their effects. 
 Poor - physical and/or health defects were observed which are anticipated to directly lead to the 
 death or physical failure of the tree, and are not correctable through typical arboricultural   
 practices. 
 Dead - tree either completely dead or effectively destroyed 
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Sincerely, 
PAROBOK ENVIRONMENTAL, LLC 
 
 
 
Daniel Parobok 
ISA Certified Arborist FL-6801A 
ISA Tree Risk Qualified 
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Tree No. 1: Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) – 38” DBH. This tree is in poor condition. The tree has 
an actively failing major limb in the canopy that is recommended to be removed as soon as possible to 
mitigate risk. Overall, this tree has signs of prior wounding with some decay present. At the base of the 
crown of the tree, just below the limb juncture, a cavity with heartwood decay was observed. Signs of 
insects in the cavity were observed. This cavity with decay will likely affect the structural integrity of the 
tree crown. Cracks with flaking bark were observed at bends in three major limbs. The trunk of this tree 
is located within two feet of a building and less than a foot away from a walkway. The tree canopy 
covers a portion of the house and walkway.The tree appears to have been reduced by approximately 
fifty percent over the past five years. Further reduction of the canopy of this tree may affect the viability 
of the tree with minimal risk reduction. Further reduction pruning is not recommended at this time. Due 
to the tree’s heath and location, this tree is candidate for removal. 
 
 

      
        Decay on trunk                         Cavity with decay 
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       Cracking and peeling bark on major limb                     Decay and cracking a limb junction  
 

  
                    Tree Proximity to house          Overall view of the tree 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 












