
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: June 28, 2023   
 
RE: 1800 Atlantic Boulevard (permit application # T2023-0202) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (2) Gumbo Limbos,  
(1) Wild Tamarind, and (1) Green Buttonwood tree. An arborist report 
was submitted with the application.  A site inspection was done and 
documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
 

Gumbo #1 = Tree #3:                                      
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Photo of canopy and trunk of tree. 
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Photo of tree trunk and girdled root. 



Diameter: 18.1”  
Location: 70% (very visible tree growing near tennis courts and access 
driveway area in a planter area.)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (overall condition is in fair to poor condition. Canopy is 
sparse with die back but new leaves are healthy, poor root system with 
girdled roots.)   
Total Average Value = 73% 
Value x Diameter = 13.2 replacement caliper inches 
 
Gumbo #2 = Tree #4  
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Photo of tree trunk showing location, view 2. 
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Diameter: 15.4”  
Location: 50% (very visible tree growing along side property line area, tree 
partially uplifted and growing against concrete wall)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (overall condition is fair to poor, tree partially uplifted and 
growing against concrete wall, root system in poor condition, trunk 

damaged with growth growing on wall/damaged area, canopy with die back 
with new green leaves.)   
Total Average Value = 66% 
Value x Diameter = 10.1 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 

Photo showing tree trunk against concrete wall, view 2. 

 



Tree Species: Wild Tamarind (Lysiloma latisiliquum) 
 

Tree #1:                                     

 

Photo of whole tree showing  location. 



 

Photo showing burnt bark running down entire trunk-lightning strike.  



 

Photo of trunk and base of tree.  Note burnt bark areas from lightning strike. 



 

Photo of trunk and base of tree. 



 

Photo of tree trunk looking up at canopy. 



 

Photo of lightning damage in canopy, view 1. 



 
 
Diameter:  15.9”  
Location: 70% (very visible tree growing in planter between tennis courts 
and access driveway)   

Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor-lightning strike, tree canopy 
might appear to be healthy but the tree will start dying and breaking apart 
due to lightning strike.)   
Total Average Value = 70% 
Value x Diameter = 11.1 replacement caliper inches 
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Tree Species: Green Buttonwood (Conocarpus erectus) 
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Photo of tree trunk showing decay area, view 1. 



 

Photo of tree trunk showing decay area, view 2. 



      
 

                                

 
 
Diameter: 10” 
Location: 60” (very visible tree growing in small planter area between 
structure and access driveway and next to larger buttonwood tree)  
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor, areas of decay throughout main 
trunk.)   
Total Average Value = 66% 
Value x Diameter = 6.6 replacement caliper inches 

 
Total requirement replacements if all tree approved for removal: 41 
caliper inches. 
 
Recommend approval of the removal of (2) Gumbo Limbos, (1) Wild 
Tamarind, and (1) Green Buttonwood tree located at 1800 Atlantic 
Boulevard to be replaced with 41 caliper inches of approved trees to 
be planted on site.  

Photo of tree trunk showing decay area, view 3. 
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