
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: August 27, 2014        
 
RE:  631 Whitehead Street   (permit application # 7041) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Gumbo Limbo and (1) 
Frangipani tree.  A site inspection was done on August 12, 2014 and 
documented the following: 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Frangipani Gumbo Limbo Tropical Almond 



1. Tree Species:  Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 

 



 



 

 
 
Diameter:  14.3”  
Location:  80%    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  70%  (Fair to good)   
Total Average Value =  83%   
Value x Diameter =  11.8 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Tree Species:  Frangipani (Plumeria sp.)                        
                          
 

 
 
 

 



 



 



 
 
 

 



                        
                          
Diameter:  14.3” and 13.4” = 27.7” total  
Location:  60%    
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair-sideways growth, old tree with large full canopy)   
Total Average Value =  56%   
 Value x Diameter =  15.5 replacement caliper inches 
 
Note:  It appears that the property is being turned into a private parking lot.  
The existing building is to be demolished.   
 
Recommend denial of permit to remove gumbo limbo and Frangipani 
tree unless additional information submitted as to diminished health 
and structure of trees.   
 
             -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The property owner also requested the removal of a Tropical Almond on the 
property.  An emergency permit was issued on August 20, 2014 for the 
removal of the Tropical Almond (permit # 7065).   
 
Diameter:  53.5” -24” = 29.5” regulated  
Location:  50%  (on several property lines)  
Species:  0% (on not protected tree list)  
Condition:  20%  (diseased, decay)   



Total Average Value = 23%   
 Value x Diameter =  6  replacement caliper inches 
 
Around July 7, 2014, a large section of the tree broke off and fell into the 
parking lot and landed on several cars.  Maintenance trimming was done 
immediately and it was determined that the tree needed to be removed 
immediately.  There is also a bee hive in the tree. 
 

 



 



 
 

 

Photo taken 7-9-14 



 
 
Photo taken 7-8-14 
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