
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 3 
 

To:  Chairman Haven Burkee and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  August 27, 2024 

Applicant:   Richard McChesney, Attorney 

Application Number:  H2024-0028 

Address:   925 Fleming Street 

Description of Work: 
Replacement of existing wood shutters with aluminum shutters.   

Site Facts: 
The house under review was built ca. 1906 and is listed as a contributing resource to the historic 
district. The two-story frame house has an “L” shape porch that wraps on the east elevation. Photos 
from circa 1965 depicts wood louvered shutters on windows. Currently the house has two types of 
wooden shutters, louvered on the front and east elevations and solid on the west elevation. Shutters 
are painted in a dark blue color. 
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Front Elevation circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail of porch. 
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West elevation. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Architectural shutters (pages 30-a-c), specifically first two paragraphs of 30-a and 

guideline 4. 
• Window protections and Storm shutters (pages 30-c-e), specifically first two paragraphs 

of 30-c - last sentence of second paragraph: “As new storm protection products are made 
available, staff shall make evaluations with the Historic Architectural Review 
Commission input.” 

Staff Analysis: 
This item was postponed for the second time at the July 23, 2024, with no further discussion as 
staff had not received required drawings. The Certificate of Appropriateness under review 
proposes the removal of existing wood shutters on the front and side of the historic house and its 
replacement with aluminum units. The new shutters will be made in aluminum, with louvers, and 
are proposed to serve as storm shutters. 
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Detail of shutters from ca. 1965 photograph, more recent photograph of the house’s shutter 

 and proposed shutter photograph. 
 
 
Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
 
It is staff’s opinion that the request to replace wood shutters with aluminum shutters is contrary to 
current guidelines. Nevertheless, there is a sentence under Window protections and Storm shutters 
(pages 30-c-e), that suggests for evaluation by the Commission when a new storm protection 
product is available. In this case, staff’s concerns are the proportions of different elements of the 
aluminum shutter vs. the wooden unit. Proportions of the height and thickness of the louvres, 
proportions of the vertical vs. horizontal strings and the bottom string all need to match the wooden 
shutter as much as possible. In addition, the hinges and closing elements must be of a similar scale 
as traditional wooden shutters. 
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1912 Sanborn Map 



 

 

1926 Sanborn Map 



 

1948 Sanborn Map 



1962 Sanborn Map 
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925 Fleming Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., July 23, 2024, at City Hall, 
1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING WOOD SHUTTERS 
WITH ALUMINUM SHUTTERS.  

#925 FLEMING STREET 
Applicant – Richard McChesney    Application #H2024-0028 

 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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