


11 Interior build-out for office and storage space and an interpretive center within a
building listed in the National Register of Historic Places — 231 Margaret
Street* — FMH Builders, Inc. (H11-01-1231)

This staff report is for the review of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the
interior construction of an office and storage area and an interpretive center. The
building is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The structure
currently houses the Key West Bight Dock Master’s Office and a staging and
storage area for the Yankee Freedom Ferry to Fort Jefferson. The applicant
proposes to place the additional office space within a second story “void” between
two of the roof trusses. The purpose of the office expansion is to accommodate
Yankee Freedom staff. Additionally, there will be an historic interpretive center
on the first floor. The exibit will feature a scale model of Fort Jefferson and
associated installations depicting both the environs surrounding the fort and the
evolution of the Key West Bight as a working seaport.

Interior work:

The interpretive center is comprised of free standing installations that are not
structural in nature and have no physical impact on the historic nature or integrity
of the building. The office space will sit over the storage space between two
trusses and will have an observation window overlooking the interpretive center.

Exterior work:

The location of the associated condenser unit for additional air conditioning
capacity is proposed to be located on the right-side wall at the eave. Relevant
HARC Guidelines for mechanical equipment are as follows:

1. Exterior HVAC units shall be sited in a location least visible from the public
right-of-way whenever possible.

2. Mechanical equipment should not be located in the side yard of any structure
if that side yard is adjacent to a public right-of-way unless the following
conditions are met:

a. There is no other technically defensible location for the equipment.
b. Equipment is screened from view.

While the building does not abut the public right-of-way, it is highly visible from
many areas of the Bight. Further, it is highly visible while leaving the Bight for
open water. Staff considers the project, as a whole, consistent with the HARC
Guidelines. However, the proposed and existing mechanical equipment need to
be configured such that they are screened from view.

* 231 Margaret Street is a random address assignment. The original address was
823 — 831 Caroline Street for the original Thompson Enterprises Inc. property that
encompassed a large portion of what is now known as Key West Bight,
particularly Turtle Kraals, and the parking area abutting Caroline Street.
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