
                                                     MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  July 17, 2014 
 
RE:  532 Fleming Street-Tree Abuse, Royal Poinciana 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 
 
 
An application dated May 10, 2014, was submitted to the Tree Commission to remove a 
Royal Poinciana tree in the front yard due to subterranean termites.  Included with the 
application was a fumigation site report from the inspector, Mary Siminorsky-Truly 
Nolan, stating that the tree had termites. 
 
On May 23, 2014, a site inspection revealed numerous circular holes had been drilled into 
the trunk of the tree near the base/buttress, completely around the tree.  The amount of  
holes was excessive. 
 
On May 29, 2014, the application was administratively withdrawn and the case submitted 
for an Administrative Hearing.   
 
On June 9, 2014, several phone calls were made to various insect control companies.  I 
was informed that it was not necessary to drill a lot of holes in the tree in order determine 
if termites or other insects were present.   
 
On June 16, 2014, I spoke with Mary Siminorsky (Truly Nolan inspector).  She said she 
did not drill any holes into the tree. 
 
Background info:  At the November 2012 Tree Commission meeting, an application to 
remove this Royal Poinciana tree was denied by the commission.   
 
In March 2013, an emergency permit was issued for the removal of a Tamarind tree 
located near the Royal Poinciana tree.  During trimming of the canopy of the tree it was 
found to be infested with wood borers and decay.  
 
The canopy of the tree appears to be healthy as does the main trunk of the tree.  It is not 
known what the depth of the drill hole damage is or to what extent the termites have 
infested the tree.   
 
 
 
 





                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:    July 2, 2014     
 
RE:  532 Fleming St (permit application #6897 ) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received May 10, 2014, for the removal of (1)  Royal 
Poinciana tree.  A site inspection was done on May 23, 2014  and 
documented the following: 
 
Tree Species:  Royal Poinciana   (Delonix regia)  

         



               

 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 
 
 

 



 
 
Diameter:  23.5”  
 
The site inspection documented that numerous holes had been drilled into 
the tree, all around the base of the tree.  The number of holes seemed 
excessive for insect control.  After discussing the site inspection findings 
with the City Attorney (Ron Ramsing), it was decided that the application 
would be withdrawn and administrative enforcement would proceed.  
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