
1 

Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

DATE:  September 22, 2024 

RE:  1650 Ellsberg Court (permit application # T2024-0332) 

FROM:  Amy Dismukes, ISA certified arborist: SO-11264A 

An application was received requesting the removal of (1) black olive 
tree due to decay, structure and hazardous roots. A site inspection was 
performed and documented the following species: Terminalia buceras 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

The anchoring roots of the tree are all above ground 
and are a hazard to the public. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 The oval shaped holes are indicative of a flat-
headed borer species that damage the vascular                 

system of the tree 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

Nails and wiring are still left in the tree. This is                              
considered tree abuse and a violation of the city 

code.  
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 
There is one very large open cavity in the trunk with what                        

appears to be frass pellets; large for drywood termite, however, 
potential caterpillar. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

Galleries from flat-headed borer and unknown pupal case. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
by Urban Forestry 
Manager:  Removal is 
recommended. The 
tree root system 
alone is a hazard. 
There is evidence of 
wood boring insect 
damage . 

Diameter:  24.2” 

Location:  80% (the tree is on a corner lot in the front of a                             
residential apartment complex and visible to the community of 
Poinciana Plaza) 

Species:  50% (not on protected or unprotected tree list) 

Condition:  55% (all three trees are in very poor condition) 

Total Average Value =  62%  

Value x Diameter = 24.2” x 62%  

15 replacement caliper inches 
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