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The Scientist



We are going to need a bigger….

THE CORAL LAZARUS EFFECT

It is indeed possible to

“bring back to life” a dead 50-year-old coral

in a matter of years via recent advancements.

KEY WEST CORAL DISEASE RESPONSE & RESTORATION INITIATIVE
• Utilize endemic coral species’ genetic strains that demonstrate enhanced resiliency 

to primary threats (increasing water temperatures/acidification & coral disease)

• Annual Goal: outplant over 1,000 corals to restore nearly 100 m2 of a targeted coral 
reef to ~30% coral cover in Key West waters (a targeted reef in need of immediate 
restoration such as Higgs Heads, Sand Key, Rock Key, etc.).

• Conduct multi-year monitoring to assess survival and ecosystem health,

• Implement Key West public outreach campaign stressing importance of local coral 
reefs while highlighting City-sponsored conservation and restoration efforts.

• 10-Year Goal: 10,000 coral ouplants to restore ~ 2.5 acres to ~30% living coral cover.















Pseudodiploria clivosa

Knobby Brain Coral

Porites astreoides

Mustard Hill Coral

Diploria labyrinthiformis

Grooved Brain Coral



Montastraea cavernosa

Mountainous Star Coral

82.5% survival (as of 4/01/2024)

Pseudodiploria strigosa

Symmetrical Brain Coral

22.8% survival (as of 4/01/2024)



Stephanocoenia intersepta

Blushing Star Coral

96.0% survival (as of 4/01/2024)



1 Week



1 Month



1 Year





Thank you!
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