KEY WEST CORAL DISEASE RESPONSE &
RESTORATION INITIATIVE

Dr. Michael Crosby
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KEY WEST CORAL DISEASE RESPONSE & RESTORATION INITIATIVE

* Utilize endemic coral species’ genetic strains that demonstrate enhanced resiliency
to primary threats (increasing water temperatures/acidification & coral disease)

* Annual Goal: outplant over 1,000 corals to restore nearly 100 m? of a targeted coral

reef to ~30% coral cover in Key West waters (a targeted reef in need of immediate
restoration such as Higgs Heads, Sand Key, Rock Key, etc.).
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e Conduct multi-year monitoring to assess survival and ecosystem health,

* Implement Key West public outreach campaign stressing importance of local coral
reefs while highlighting City-sponsored conservation and restoration efforts.

e 10-Year Goal: 10,000 coral ouplants to restore ~ 2.5 acres to ~30% living coral cover.
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News & Press

HOME = NEWS = ONA MISSION: MOTE AND WOUNDED VETERANS REBUILD KEY WEST CORAL REEF

On a mission: Mote and wounded
veterans rebuild Key West coral reef

with members of the Combat Wounded Veteran Challenge (CWVC) to
plant corals and restore the Higgs Head coral reef in Key West.

This event marks the eleventh year of a unique coral restoration
partnership that enables combat wounded veterans the opportunity to
participate in cutting-edge, science-based marine habitat restoration.

Combat wounded and injured veterans with various types of injuries including traumatic brain injury, transtibial
(below the knee), transfemoral (above the knee) amputees, as well as many other less noticeable combat related
injuries participated in this summer’s planting. Many of the CWVC participants who had lost limbs were able to
dive utilizing specialized waterproof prosthetics, some of which have been developed from research conducted
durina orior vear's Mote-CWVC miscions

News & Press

Environmental Updates
Podcast: Two Sea Fans
Media Contacts

Publications
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Keep up with Mote's latest news
and events
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COMBAT WOUNDED
VETERAN CHALLENGE







2023 Jul 4 NQaA Coral Bleaching Probabiltiea (8lert 1 & 2) for Jul—Qct 2023
Experdimental, v&.0, CFSv2-baeed, 2& to 112 Membars







'\ Diploria labyrinthiformis
~ Grooved Brain Coral
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Porites astreoides
Mustard Hill Coral

Pseudodiploria clivosa
Knobby Brain Coral



Pseudodiploria strigosa

Symmetrical Brain Coral
22.8% survival (as of 4/01/2024)

Montastraea cavernosa

Mountainous Star Coral
82.5% survival (as of 4/01/2024)
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96.0% survival (as of 4/01/2024)
















Thank you!
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