
 STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: May 24, 2024   
 
RE: 1620 Steven Avenue (permit application # T2024-0143) 
 
FROM:  Amy Dismukes, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Pink tabebuia 
tree.  A site inspection was done and documented the following: 

 
Tree Species: Pink Tabebuia (Tabebuia heterophylla) 

Requested removal of Pink Tabebuia tree at 1620 Steven Avenue. Tree is 
protected due to its 31.8” diameter at breast height (7.8” is regulated). 

Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. pg1 



Broad view of tree trunk. Take note of the deep cavities and darker, 
rotting wood around buttress roots. 

Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. pg2 



Close up view of the lower trunk and buttress roots. Deep 
cavity containing decaying tissue.  
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. pg4 

Large gall on buttress roots, likely Agrobacterium 
tumefaciens, a bacterial plant pathogen on woody 

ornamentals.  



Close view of canopy limbs in utility lines. Bark has sloughed 
from the upper part of said limbs. 
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Branching from gall wood is unstable and makes a very week union 
and a structurally unsound canopy. 
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Above ground roots have scraped and torn, resulting in open wounding at 
ground level where soil-borne pathogens reside.  
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Diameter: 31.8” - 24” = 7.8” 

Location: 50% (in side back yard, not obvious from the 
street, growing into utility and electric lines)      
Species: 0% (on protected tree list) 

Condition: 30% (overall condition)   

Total Average Value = 26% 

Value x Diameter =  2 replacement caliper inches 

Scorpions love moist, rotting organic matter. 
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