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Item 5.b.10. 
 

Request to demolish existing one story restaurant and historical cable hut and built a new two 
story restaurant building- Mallory Square- Applicant Architect William P. Horn (H10-01-
300) Add handicap ramp to hospitality house, re paint exterior, new paving and landscaping. 
Demolition of existing one story restaurant building, including removal of the non-contributing 
but historic cable hut structure and removal of the non historic additions. Add new two story 
restaurant building. 

 
 
 
 
 

 





5b- 10- Request to demolish existing one stow restaurant and historical cable
hut and built a new two story restaurant building- Mallory Square-
Applicant Architect William P. Horn (H1O-O1-300) Acid handicap ramp
to hospitality house, re paint exterior, new paving and landscaping.
Demolition of existing one story restaurant building, including removal of
the non-contributing hut historic cable hut structure and removal of the
non historic additions. Add new two story restaurant building.

The application includes the demolition of an existing concrete tank,
attached frame structures and a wood deck. The application also includes
plans for a new two story restaurant. There are two concrete tanks in
Mallory Square, this project proposes the demolition of the southernmost
one. The plans also include some site design and improvements to the
existing Hospitality House. This staff report is for the review of the
proposed demolition of the concrete tank and non historic frame additions
to it.

According to the Sanbom map of 1962 both concrete tanks are shown in
the same location the existing ones are. The Historic Architectural Surveys
of 2004. 1998 and 1976 do not include this particular structure as
contributing resource: nevertheless the tank next to it, is listed as
contributing.

Staff did some research at the Monroe County Library and found aerial
photos of 1930’s and 1961 showing the two concrete tanks. In the photos
both tanks do not have structures attached to them, they are free
standing. Staff was also provided with a copy of an article that Mr. Tom
Hambright wrote in 1991 which makes reference to the history of these
concrete structures. According to the article wrote by Mr. Hambright, Key
West & Cuba become link for international communications, these concrete
structures were built for storing telephone line cables. The cables by that
time were known as gutta percha cables; the cables needed to be preserved
underwater, The tanks provided the necessary environment to protect the
cables while were in storage. Mr. Hambright wrote in his article:

American Telephone and Telegraph Co. (AT&T) built the cable
storage tanks on Mallory Docks. The ranks were needed to
support the underwater telephone lines to Cuba. AT&T built the
Ia t u a n tc e rn t20 c tte t rs pnone inc ic Cuba
ocened and built the second in 1930 to suuport the six c];annel
teiet3hone cable laid that year.

It is stall understanding that probably the southern most of the two tanks
was not included as contributing, due ‘to many structures that ha.d been
attach,.e.d to it and that the original structure have been altered through
time. Staff also believes that because the structure was not included in the
Sanborn Maps of 1926 and 1948 it was not considered contributing.
Nevertheless the structure still remains standing.



As part of the application an Engineer Report done by Paul R. Semmes was
included for review. On this report Mr. Semmes concludes that:

“The Cable Storage Building is in poor condition. The floor framing
system presents an imminent danger jbr injury, the roof framing
system has deteriorated to the degree that the serviceability and
structural integrity of the system has been compromised and the
concrete walls have been partially demolished without any
compensation for the loss of the wall sections, thus compromising
the structural integrity of the structure. The building is Substantially
Damaged as defined by the 2007 Florida Building Code, Existing
Building.

The building repairs required as described in this report are in
excess of the 50% limitation exacted by the requirements of the
Federal Emergency Management Act (FEMA). The repairs are
estimated to be approximately $75K and the value of the building is
$92K as established by the Monroe County Property Appraiser.

The building is unsafe and should he provided with adequate
barriers to prevent any entry into the building until the unsafe
conditions have been remedied.”

Staff reviewed the FEMA regulations and this structure can not be
considered an exception to the 50% limitation for reconstruction since it is
not listed on a local, state or individually listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Staff understands that the Code of Ordinances as well as the Historic
Architectural Guidelines should be reviewed for this application. The Code,
under Sec. 1022l8, establishes the criteria for demolitions to be used by
the Historic Architectural Review Commission when reviewing a Certificate
of Appropriateness. According to the Code Sec. 1O22 18 establishes the
following;

(a) The historic architectural review commission shall issue a certificate of
appropriatenessfor an application for demolition:

(1) If the sulject of the application is a contributing or historic
building or structure, then. it. should not he deme1Lsted unless its
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s(nLcture, a complete construction plan [hr un: site is upprovea by
ti i.e historic architectural review commission.

ib) Tho historic architectural review commission. shall not issue permits
thai wouki result in:

(1) Removing buildings or structures that are important in defining
rite overall historic cHaracter oi a district or neighborhood so that the
character is diminished;



(2) Removing historic buildings or structures arid thus destroying
the historic relationship bettveen buildings or structures and open
space; and
(3) Removing an historic building or structure in a coryplex; or
removing a building facade: or removing a signifleant later addition
that is in iportant in defining the historic character of a site or the
surrou rid ii ig district or neighborhood.
(4) Removing buildings or structures that would otherwise qualify
as contributing, as setforth in section 102-62(3).

(c) Nothing in this section is intended to alter the authority of the Building
Qfficial to condemn Jbr demolition dangerous buildings, as provided in
chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances.

(Ord, No. 97-10, , 1(3-10.3(Eff2)(c)), 7-3-1997; Ord. No. 06-14, , 12, 8-1-
2006)

The Code also establishes, under Sec. 102-1. Definitions, that a historic
building or structure means;

any building or structure which, in whole or in any structural part,
was built 50 or more years prior to the current date, and which is
located in the historic zoning districts of the city or has been
designated as a historic building and/or structure.

It is staff understanding that the concrete tank that is proposed to be
demolished meets the criteria of a historic structure. According to
historic photos from the 1930’s and 1961 and the Sanborn Map of 1962
this structure was built more than 50 years ago and is located in a
historic zoning district. Staff has not found evidence that the wood frame
additions or the wood deck are historic: the 1962 Sanborn Map shows
both tanks with no attached additions. Staff does not have evidence that
the concrete tank condition is irrevocably compromised by extreme
deterioration, but an opinion from an engineer states that the structure
is Substantially Damaged. Staff also wants to bring to the commission’s
attention that this structure is located within the costal flood v zone of
the FEMA map and FEMA requirements apply since the structure is not
listed in the surveys as a contributing resource.

Staff also reviewed Sec. 102-125 (1) throuch :oj .o establish if the
) flfl 9 fl OP r Tp t e cs b
in the section:

Sec. 1 O2 .125. HIstoric architecttiral review commission findings
precedent to issuance.
Upon conclusion of the henceigs an4 the historic architectural
review commissioals cieliberatrorts, the historic architectural review
commission shall issue the certiicare of no contributing value only i
it finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that the building or
structuru. by virtue of its destqn. workmanship. materials. setttnq.
and/or history does not meet any of the nine criteria set jbrth
below. The hwkhng or structure:



(1) Embodies no distinctive characteristics of a type, period.
or method of construction of aesthetic or historic stgnficance
in the city arid is not a signficanf and distinguishable
building entity whose components may lack individual
distinction;
(2) Is not spec(fically associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to local, state, or national
history;
(3) Has no signficant character, interest, or value as part of
the development. heritage, or cultural characteristics of the
city, state or nation, and is not associated with the life of a
person signJIcant in the past;
(4) Is not the site of a historic event with a significant effect
upon society;
(5) Does not cxcmplJy the cultural, political, economic,
social, or historic heritage of the city;
(6) Does not porfray the environment in an era of history
characterized by a distinctive architectural style;
(7) f a part of or related to a square, park. or other
distinctive area, nevertheless should not be developed or
preserved according to a plan based on the area’s historic,
cultural, natural, or architectural motif;
(8) Does not have a unique location or singular physical
characteristic which represents an established and familiar
visualfeature of its neighborhood or of the city, and does not
exemplify the best remaining architectural type in a
neighborhood: and
(9) [las not yielded, and is not likely to yield, information
important in historq.

(Ord. No. 97-10, § 113-10.3(‘F) (4)), 7-3-1997: Ord. No. 06-14, § 7. 8-1-2006,)

It is staff understanding that, although the existing concrete tank has too
many attached non historic additions, it is a historic resource. The
history of the resource differs with criteria (2), (3). (4), (5), (7) and (9) of
Sec 102-125. According to documents from the Monroe County Librar
this concrete tank was one of two structures that provided storage space
oi teleohone h1e thu ennuected Kt \kest and he T naf(rI Sunes V tl’
cuba. Aithouch staff understands that the structure was built fir a

itr r e11ce lees uae a arruec
qualities thr.re is history behind it,.

After reviewing the entire applicatl.on it is staff understanding that the
proposed demobtion of the. concrete covered tank is inconsistent with the
City of Key West Ordinance atd Gu.idelifles Nevertheless the propo.sed
demolition of the structures that are attached to the tank, as well as the
wood deck can he considered for demolition by this commission since
these structures are not historic and are not sitnificant elements to the
historic resource.
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Staff understands that the non historic wood frame structures that
surround the historic concrete tank can he recommended to he
demolished. Staff understands that the Commission will need to review
all the documents attached to the application and make a detennination
of the proposed demolition of the concrete tank.

This application will require a second reading.
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once of such hardship in accordance with thedefinition of undue economic hardship found insection 102486.
(Ord. i’o. 9740, § 1(3-10.3(EX2>(dXi)), 7-34997)

See, 102468. Filing affidavit.

When there is a claim of undue economichardship under this article, the owner shall submit an affidavit affirmed by a notary public to thehistoric architectural review commission at least15 days prior to the public hearing, which certifiesthat the applicant meets one of the followingcriteria for undue economic hardship:

1) Currently receives fixed income benefitssuch as social security, aid to familieswith dependent children, or private pension benefits and that the total householdincome is below 80 percent of the medianincome for the city;

(2) Currently receives assistance through themayors revolving loan fund, rental rehabilitation program, or other program whichis income-indexed and which provides forphysical improvements to the subject propertv; or

(3) The applicant corporation currently hastax-exempt status as a nonprofit corporation under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
(Ord, No, 97-10, § 1(3-10.3(E)(2XdXii)), 7-3-1997)

Sec. 102-189. Additional information.

The historic architectural review commissionmay require that an applicant furnish such additional inform.ation as the historic architectural.review commission believes is relevant to itsdetermination of undue economic hardship andmay provide, n appropriate i.nstances., that suchadditional iaformat on b hir’ iale ‘‘ real fany of tb.e required i.nformathin is not reasonablyavailable to the applicant and cannot be obtainedby the applicant, the applicant shall file with hisaffidavit a statement of the inilirmation whichcannot be obtained and shall describe the reasonswhy such information cannot be obtained.(Ord. No. 97-10, § 1(3-103(E)(2XdXiil). 7-3-1997)

i3upp. No. 25
LDR1O2:14

Sec. 102-190. Use of substitute material.
In cases of undue economic hardship of theapplicant, as defined in section 102-186, the historic architectural review commission may allowthe substitution of alternative construction materials for historic or traditional materials wherethe substitute materials are sufficiently similarin character to such historic or traditional materials so as not to detract from the original character of the historic district.

(Ord. No. 97-10, § 1(3-10.3(E)(1)(g)), 7-3-1997)

Sees. 102-191—102-215. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. DEMOLITIONS

Sec. 102-216, Submission of application to
historic architectural review
commission.

Application for a certificate of appropriatenessfor any demolition of a building or structurelocated within a designated historic zoning• district shall be submitted by the property owner tothe historic architectural review commission.(Ord. No. 97-10, § 1(3-10.3(EX2)(a)), 7-34997;Ord. No. 06-14, § 9, 8-1-2006)

Sec. 102-217. Required public meetings.
The historic architectural review commissionshall not issue a certificate of appropriateness fordemolition of a building or structure located in adesignated historic zoning district, except afterconclusion of two regular historic architecturalreview commission meetings regarding the application, which shall be at least 14 days apart, andwhich meetings shall be advertised at least fivedays in advance in a newspaper of general circulation published in the city NOtice of the meetingshah also be posted on site in a conspic.uouslocation at least fiVO days in advance of theirovr g the ootce shall he pc-ted by overt owne.r or tOe property owner’s agent. Thenotice shall be legible from an adjacent publicstreet. The notice shall contain block lettering ona high contrast background color with the wordspublic notice in letters three inches or more inheight.

‘Ord No 97 10 1(3 10 3Eh2)(b)) 7 3 1997Ord. No. 06-14, § 10, 8-1-2006)

I
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 102-220

Sec. 102-218. Criteria for demolitions.
(a) The historic architectural review conimis

sion shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for
an application for demolition:

(1) If the subject of the application is a con
tributing or historic building or structure,
then it should not be demolished unless
its condition is irrevocably compromised
by extreme deterioration or it does not
meet any of the criteria of section 102-
125(1) through (9).

(2) For a contributing historic or noncontrib
uting building or structure, a complete
construction plan for the site is approved
by the historic architectural review com
mission,

(b) The historic architectural review commis
sion shall not issue permits that would result in:

(1) Removing buildings or structures that are
important in defining the overall historic
character of a district or neighborhood so
that the character is diminished;

(2) Removing historic buildings or structures
and thus destroying the historic relation
ship between buildings or structures arid
open space; and

(3) Removing an historic building or struc
ture in a complex; or removing a building
facade; or removing a significant later
addition that is important in defining the
historic character of a site or the surround
ing district or neighborhood.

(4) Removing buildings or structures that
would otherwise qualify as contributing,
as set forth in section l0262(3).

to Nothing in this section is intended to alterthe authority of the Bui.l.ding Official to condemnfbr demolitIon dangereu.s buildings, as providedin, chanter 1.4 of. the Code of Ordinances.
Ord No 9-10 i(3 hi 3(Es2,(c,, 7 q 199Ord, No. 14, § 12, 84-2006)

Sec. 102-219. Denial of certificate of appro
priateness.

The historic architectural review commissionsrefusal to grant a certificate of appropriateness

requested by a property owner for the purpose of
demolition will be supported by a written state
ment describing the public interest that the his
toric architectural review commission seeks to
preserve.
(Ord. No. 97-10, § 1(3-103(E)(2Xe)), 7-3-1997)

Sec. 102-220. Approval of certificate of ap
propriateness.

(a) Generally. The historic architectural re
view commission may grant a certificate of appro
priateness as requested by a property owner for
demolition which may provide for a delayed effec
tive date. The effective date of the certificate will
be determined by the historic architectural re
view commission based on the relative signifi
cance of the structure and the probable time
required to arrange a possible alternative to dem
olition.

(b) Delay of demolition. The historic architec
tural review commission may delay the demoli
tion of designated historic sites and contributing
buildings within historic districts for up to six
months, while demolition ofnoacontributing build
ings within the historic district may be delayed
for up to three months.

(c) Historic architectural review commission
actions during delay period During the demoli
tion delay period, the historic architectural re
view commission may take such steps as its
deems necessary to preserve the structure con
cerned and ensure that the structure ‘is secure
and stabilized, Such steps may include but are
not limited to consultation with community groups,
public agencies, and interested citizens; recom
mendations for acquisition of property by public
or private bodies or agencies; and exrioration. of
the possibility of moving one or more structures
or other fdatures,

(d) special historic arohilectural review com
mission requests precedent to demolition.. The
historic architectural review commission may, with
the consent of the property owner, request that
the owner, at the owners expense, salvage and
preserve specified classes of building materials,
architectural details and ornaments, fhtures and
the like for reuse in the restoration of other
historic properties. The historic architectural re

LDR1O2: 15
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view commission may, with the consent of theproperty owner, request that the Historic FloridaKeys Foundation or the owner, at the owner’sexpense, record the architectural details for archival purposes prior to demolition. The recordingmay include but shall not be limited to photographs, videotaping, documents, and scaled architectural drawings. At the historic architecturalreview commission’s option, and with the property owner’s consent, the historic architecturalreview commission or the Historic Florida KeysFoundation may salvage and preserve buildingmaterials, architectural details, and ornaments,textures, and the like at its expense, respectively.(Ord, No. 97-10, § 1(3-103(E)(2)(l)), 7-3-1997;Ord. No. 06-14, § 12, 8-1-2006)

Sec. 102-221. Unsafe structures.

If the chief building official determines thatany structure within a designated historic site ordesignated historic district is unsafe pursuant tothe applicable sections of the Code of Ordinances,the chief building official will immediately notifrthe historic architectural review commission ofthe findings. The unsafe condition shall includestructures deemed by the chiefbuilding official tobe undergoing demolition by the property owner’sneglect of maintenance responsibilities. Whereappropriate and in accordance with applicableordinances, the chief building official will attemptto have the owner or other appropriate partyrepair the srructur rather than order it to bedemolished and will take into consideration anycomments and recommendations by the historicarchitectural review commission However, theprovisions contained within sections 102487through 102 190 snd tins division .3 thall octipply to rile chief t il•hn .ffieiai s declaratiop‘flat a h u dir g s jrire nor viii the duet buildig ilfie ni e prc1u1ed from iakmg i h swps amay be rqinre I b appheab1 rfrnances to protect the puhli bea,th and afety of the commitruty Th lusroru irchitectural review commisdun may ilso endeavor to negotiate with theowncr dud interested parties. provided such acions do not nterfere with procedures in thepp1cab1e rdtminces
Ord. No, 97 10, 1(3-10 3E2ligfl, 7-3-19971

Sees. 102-222—102-250. Reserved.

DWISION 4. BUILDING RELOCATION
Sec. 102-251. Application and fee.

Application for a certificate of appropriatenessfor relocating a historic building or structure inthe historic districts shall be submitted to thehistoric architectural review commission, together with an application fee as determined byresolution by the city commission(Ord. No. 97-10, § 1(3-10.3(E)(3)(a)), 7-3-1997)
Sec. 102-252. Requirements precedent to relocation.

The National Register of Historic Places discourages the moving of historic structures be-

upp ‘c’) 6
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Key West, Monroe Co, Florida, 1892 Page 1 of 1

Title: Key West. Monroe Co. Florida. 1892
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Insurance maps of Key West, Monroe County, Florida, 1912 Page 1 of 1

Title: Insurance maps of Key West, Monroe County. Florida, 1912
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Miscellaneous Information



KEY WEST & CUBA BECOME LINK FOR
INTERNATIONAL

OCEAN TELEGRAPH CO.
IN KEY WEST

for the first time, the I Inited States is
directly connected to a foreign country
through underwater cable. This an account
of Key West’s imjvrta,it role in a major
hist rical eneii t.

By Tom Ilambright
Copyright 1991

In today’s information age, it is easy
to forget that electrical communication
is less than 150 years old. In 1844,
Samuel Morse built the first telegraph
line from Ballimore to Washington. A
test of an underwater cable the next
year in Portsmouth, England, proved
an underseas cable was possible.

The underwater cable required a
different electrical insulator than in use
at that time. The answer was Gutta
Percha, a rubber-like substance from
the tree of the same name. The only
liability was the Gutta Percha would
become soft and pliable in warm air.
Underwater storage solved this prob
lem.

A submarine cable between England
and France in 1849 proved international
communication practical. The Ameri
can Civil War had delayed the devel
opment of underseas cable in this coun
try. At the end of the war, entrepre
neurs seeing a potential market, moved
to organ iie submarine cable compa
nies.

Businessmen James A. Scrvmser and
Alfred Poll, Jr. incorporated the Inter
natianal Ocean Telegraph Co (IOTCj
r Pc 2 186 The line ia to cm

er tlr’ i nit d Latcc and Uba anJ
i nL, 01. r w uth ‘em rn’

t 0 Ii am hb a hs me Or e I
r e con’ par s as I miner r m

Cnc ra V ilSam I Bads - Smith. The
eumpan obtained exclusive landing
rights from thr United States Govern
mont. the Spanish Cm ernment and the
State of Florida. In addition. Concresc
passed a law authoriiing all telegraph
companies to place lines on federal
public domain and on militarvand post
roads, as well as giving the companies
the right to take necessary “stone, tim-

ber, and other materials for its posts,
piers, stations and other needful uses.”
The State of Florida gave the company
the right “to construct and maintain
their Telegraphic Lines over the Internal
Improvement and Swamp lands of
Florida without charge during the
existence of said Company.”

The IOTC began construction of the
land line from Lake City to Punta Rassa
in the spring of 1867 and completed
the work on May 29. From Lake Ci1’,
north the messages would travel by
Western Union H legraph C o lines,

I he India Rubber, Gutla Percha and
Telegraph Vork’. Cn’ of England manu—
Inc tumid the submarine5ahk tIc 1 2)0

h nor r rn’. .rr 0 sr w stc an’ t
Nana carrlca ll- cabS t ,n- Eri,Oanj
arlwa th a ‘ ‘mu rtl
Stat t air r I ahorr a I 1 hr ma
ctearn, r I ountain r5, Spanbh War

steamer Francisco do Asis, assisted
the Nana

I he underwater work began with the
landinim of the shore end of the cable
at Key West on Aug 3 The next day,
the Narva laid the cable to the south
of Sand Key and then cut and buoyed
the end, The Narva then sailed to
Havana and landed the other shore on

Aug. 5. The next day, the Narva sailed
north to Key West paying out
cable at about the rate of 3-1/2 miles
per hour to connect with the Key West
shore end. Weather and navigation
problems delayed the splicing of the
Cuban cable and Sand Key end until
August 18.

On Aug. 21, E.O. Gwynn, mayor of
Key West, and Joaquin del Manzano,
captain-general of (‘nba exchanged
telegrams. The Narva had brought

ellow fever to Key West. This delayed
the completion of the mainland con
nection until Sept. 10. On Sept ii, l8iS,
Secretary of tatc Willilm [-1 Seward
at 0 e apta n Ce or ral J aquin dd
Ma ,ar har er d Orectin,

I Io a1 5’ in-dod in I Wet rv r
th Lii ige I It / ,ci ars av’ m. I
C. i ma urde mu or d loll t kzra
otto’ The i’’sjti’’n t th first uft
i n ll et l noun (On the north 5id of
tIn’ island, the cable shore ec’nneetion
was at the army barracks, the area nou
known as Pr-arv C nurt,

C ommunication with the outside
world was now available, hut beyond
the means of the average working man,
Ac part of the bill to grant the corn
1any an exclusive franchise tu Cohn.

-, L

‘The landing- of the International Ocean Telegraph cable at Key West on August 3,
1867. harper’s Magazine, September, 1867. Pliotog-ra1thcourtesy Monroe County
Library.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS
Congress had limited the cost of a tele
gram to 53.50 for each 10 words. The
company interpreted the limitation to
apply only to the undersea cable and
by 1870, the charge for a 10 word cable
from Havana to Lake Cliv was 54.00
in gold.

The cable did end the isolation Key
Vest had suffered from with irregular
mail service. The citizens of Key West
arranged to receive daily news ser
vice.

From the beginning, the IOTC was
a financial success. In 1868, the com
pany added a second cable to handle
the increased traffic. In 1873, the Punta
Rassa-Havana line handled 51,899
messages. This prosperity led to the
giant Western Union acquiring con
trolling interest in the company that
year. The IOTC was to remain a sub
sidiary until Western Union absorbed
it in 1957. Also constructed in 1873
was the new Key West office at 416
Greene St.

The IOTC added and replaced cables
over the years as required for traffic
or the old lines failed. The Key West-
Havana cable added new lines in 1873
and 1917. The Key West-Punta Rassa
cable added new lines in 1871, 1875,
1890, and 1927. The latter was a two
channel cable. The 1890 line included
a station at Sanibel Island. The com
pany discontinued the Sanibel station
in 1927. In 1899, the IOTC completed
a Key West-Miami cable. This was a
three channel cable. After 1927, the
company had three single channel
cables to Havana, one dual channel
cable to Punta Rassa and one three
hann i able to ‘A an i Fh c n any

aband d II Poe to so b aft r

I I n t I r S

mo-t Poi I n nunn ten \ hit hc ad
Street part of the ldIl 7 cable. This
prn ided connections to link the un
dciea cable to the land line The north
ern connection and cable hut was on
the railroad prOperty, the area now
known as Hilton Hayen,

Ihe location of the storage tanks,
needed to keep the Gutta Percha cable
underwater, ha changed ovr the
years. The first tanks crc at

r 1-I d.
s rc at l\illiair Curr & n \i’a f
tuda the sik .r th 1 lvatt ard Galleon.
\ext the Sj te of the torage tanks as

the Florida hat Coast Radroad yard at
Trumbo Point When the Navy took or cc
I rumbo Pete I at the [‘eglnhling ol or1d
War II, the 101 C solved its storage prob
1cm by using the ocean floor north of
Smith Shoals lighthouse.

American 9eLphn and Fekgroph
(o. (AT&T built the cjhie storag’ tanks

o ‘A rs k TI tank is I

A a t rI the u idcrwatt r
tA h hne to ( uba AT&T hult
the first tank in the earls l°20”. when
the fin-f phone line to Cuba opened and
built the cecond in 1930 to support the
sj channel tekphone cable laid that
year

The first superintendent of the cable
was W. H 1-leiss, Heiss had supervised
the construction of the land line to
Puma Rassa. In 13, when We tern

(Continued on page Ith
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(Cable from page 9)
Union took control of IOTC, N. DeBree
replaced Heiss as superintendent. In
1886, Martin Hellings became cable
manager in Key Vest, Prior to and
during the Spanish American War, he
operated an intelligence service for the
U .S. Government. Havana telegrapher,
Domingo Villaverde, whose office was
in the Governor General’s Palace, sup
plied the information to the Key Vest
station. Ilellings was then able to pro
vide the White house War Room with
the latest news from Cuba. When the
war started, Hellings became a cap
tain in the U.S. Army Volunteer Sig
nal Corp. He retired from IOTC in 1906.

John W. Atkins became manager upon
Hellings retirement. In addition, he was
a noted ornithologist and his work
added two birds to the fauna of North
America. Atkins retired in 1929.

Capt. C. R. Steadman became the next
cable manager and captain of the cable
repair schooner, John W. Atkins. He
began working for Western Union in
Key West in 1917. Before that he had
worked for Florida East Coast Railway
running launch boats and building
telephone lines to construction camps
while the railroad was under construc
tion along the Florida Keys. When the
first train came to Key West in 1912,
he was on it, riding atop the cow
catcher. In 1939, Capt. Steadman took
command of the new cable schooner,
Western Union. Capt Steadman retired
in 1957 after 41-1/2 years with the
IOTC.

Capt. Richard (Dick> T. Steadman,
his son, started working for Western
Union in 1939. He worked out of both
the Miami and Key West offices until
1952, when he moved permanently to
Key West, When his father retired. Capt.
flickbecame cable manager and master

I ti c Western Union In the early
c usc of sah lIiec and otner

o k chnoLg id Vt’rn Uno. n t

r ‘do e i t p rat’ n r d r nrL
the sch rrr Sestern Union apt
flick Stead man retired July 1. 193, the
last cable manager in Key \ est.

‘[ow Ilambright is Director of State ana’
I ., cu Ilisroi y ‘or the iOnroe L.. on nty
£ thrary. I or more history of the In terna—
tional Ocean 7 dcgraph Company, see
Canter Brown, 1,’. ‘s articit in The Florida
I Iict,’r,,iI (),,r!,’rl; r’I (i:t,’ls” 19Si.

By Edward J. Little
Copyright 1991

In Key West, the unusual and bizarre
are normally taken as maHers of scant
notice. But, on Friday, Sept. 27, even
the most hlas residents and visitors
couldn’t help hut pay rapt attention
as an event that had some of the ele
ments of high drama unfolded. For on
that day, three rickety watercraft be
gan a last voyage — overland.

The show began when a huge mo
bile crane lumbered down Duval Street.
It stopped just south of Moe’s Barber
Shop. Then, bystanders looked on in
disbelief as the crane operator expertly
steered his rig down a narrow lane
k rdering a tiny vacant lot on the east
side of the street. He barely cleared a
building on one side and overhanging
trees on the other. Talk about a tight
fit; the crane operator seemed to have
done the impossible. Yet, this deft
maneuver was nothing compared to
what was eventually to follow. Next,
a semi-trailer truck towing a mammoth
flatbed trailerpulled up. It stopped in
the 600 block of Duval Street at the
entrance to the lot. While some vol
unteers directed traffic around the
trailer blocking the street, others stayed
in the lot and bustled around the ob
jects that were the focus of the entire
operation.

Almost lost among the overhanging
trees and shadows were a primitive
raft composed of rusty oil drums lashed
to a wooden frame, and two decrepit,
moldering, wooden boats. The larger
of the two boats was 27 feet long. Its
lines were similar to those found on
open fishing boats usrd in the Key’,
almost a gent ration age A small die
selti pine pr trudLi an d t f[ 1 a c
and dobnc that had aurnu1aIcd n

Ipt I’aiitd o’ herb- us i’i tad’
op tts wa ti s.acta

Tic cicond boatwa y 16 fretl op
(reat setonc of her planking were
missing orhadlv rotted. Although she
had obviously once been fitted with
an inboard engine, she resembled
nothing so much a the whaleboats or
“pulling boats” that had been common
during the Age of Sail. On her stern,
the name Alicia was spelled out. As
S r the raft, it nuumhlud nothing of any
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Noticing



The Key \Vest Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 3:00 p.m.. August
31., 2010, at City Commission Chamber, Old Cit Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West Florida.

Ihe purposc of the hearing will be to consider a request for
M\JOR I)EVELOPMENT PLAN AND PROPOSED DEMOLITIONS

WDHAM)I( P R OHOSPI I H01. SL REP 1N1 I N [ERIOR, NI. Vy P S F IF N f
4\D I M)S( 4PING DI. MOE! I lO OF I XIS I ING (1I. SI ORV 1d S I U 4’ I RI. I! I)1\
IN (I I. DING RI. \I(ii U OF NON CON [RIBI rING Ill I 11151 ORI( C BI E HUT S rRI. ( I URE
AM) REMOVAL. OF NON hISTORIC AIM)ITIONS. AD!) NEW TWO STORY RESTAURANT
BUILDINGS

APPLICATION NO. H10-01300- MALLORY SOUARE
Applicant. \rhitect William P. Horn

If ‘ou v. ish to see the application or have any questions. YOU may visit the Planning Department. Historic
Preservation Division, during regular office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 809-3973 or ‘visit our ebsite
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NUMBER BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT SPREAD CALIPER CONDITION STATUS TRANSPLANT LOCATION
1 Ficus aurea Ficus 35' 35' 48" Good Remain
2 Bursera simaruba Gumbo Limbo 20' 30' 12"/12" Good Remain

3A Coccoloba uvifera Sea Grape 30' 30' 6" x 6 Multi Fair Remove
3B Coccoloba uvifera Sea Grape 30' 30' 6" x 6 Multi Fair Remove
4 Coccoloba uvifera Sea Grape 30' 30' 6" x 6 Multi Fair Remove
5 Bursera simaruba Gumbo Limbo 20' 20' 15" Poor Remove
6 Bursera simaruba Gumbo Limbo 20' 20' 13" Good Transplant North East of Tank
7 Delonix regia Poinciana 20' 20' 10" Poor Remove
8 Cocos nucifera Coconut Palm 28' 20' 12" Good Remove
9 Ficus benjamina Ficus 15' 10' 4" Poor Remove
10 Cocos nucifera Coconut Palm 20' 20' 12" Good Remove
11 Cocos nucifera Coconut Palm 28' 20' 12" Good Remove
12 Cocos nucifera Coconut Palm 20' 20' 12"/Bend Fair Remove
13 Washingtonia robusta Washington Palm 50' 10' 12" Fair Remove
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