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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

DATE:  September 18, 2024 

RE:  1500 Rose Street (permit application # T2024-0305) 

FROM:  Amy Dismukes 

An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Sea-grape 
tree due to stability issues and (1) Mahogany tree severe decline. A 

site inspection was done and documented the following TREE 
SPECIES: Coccoloba uvifera and Swietenia mahagoni. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

Seagrape tree removal requested due to dropping of limbs. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

There is significant dieback in the canopy and damage to the 
limbs and tree trunk.  
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 
Previous improper pruning cuts have resulted in adventitious 

growth which is not well secured in to the wood of the cut limb. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 Girdling roots above ground will choke out the larger buttress aerial 

roots. Crossing or girdling roots above ground are an indicator of a 

more serious problem below.   
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

Mahogany tree removal requested due to very severe decline. The 

tree has been “lion-tailed” over the years, leaving all the growth on 

the tips of the branches resulting in a higher rate of branch failure. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 
There is a considerable amount of damage and cracking to the aerial 

portion of the root system and lower trunk. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

One of the larger cavities is close to two feet in length and starts at 

the base of the tree flare. There are exit holes from a species of 

wood boring beetle within the cavity. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

There is a considerable 

amount of decay in the                       

canopy caused by branch                        

failures and improper pruning 

cuts that could not heal. If 

outside of the collar (zone of 

protection), wounds will not 

produce wound wood and 

leave an open portal for                      

disease and insects. 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

A flattened trunk is an indicator that there is an impaction below 

ground and the tree cannot grow as normal (girdling roots) 
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Photos and comments by Amy Dismukes, Urban Forestry Manager. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS by Urban Forestry Manager:  Removal is                    
of both trees is recommended due to damage and severe decline of 

each tree. The mahogany, when it fails, will fall on the house. 

Seagrape Diameter:  20” 

Location:  60% (tree is located in the front yard, however, only the top of 
the canopy is visible to the public) 

Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 

Condition:  50% (trunks are damaged with breaks throughout)   

Total Average Value =  70% 

Value x Diameter = 11.5” x 70%  

14 replacement caliper inches 

Mahogany Diameter:  31” 

Location:  60% (tree is located in the back yard, near the fence line and 
only partially visible to the  

Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 

Condition:  40% (tree is in severe decline and has a high rate for branch 
failure)   

Total Average Value =  67% 

Value x Diameter = 31” x 67%  

20.8 replacement caliper inches 

34.8 TOTAL REPLACEMENT CALIPER INCHES 
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