
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 12 
 

To:  Chairman Haven Burkee and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  December 19, 2023 

Applicant:   David Salay, Architect 

   Bender & Associates Architects 

COA Number:   H2023-0049 

Address:   624 White Street - The Elizabeth Bishop House 

Description of Work: 
New accessory structure at rear of property. Restoration of rear porch over historic cistern, window 
replacement in kitchen and new heater. 

Site Facts: 
The principal building in the site is listed as a contributing resource to the district. The historic 
eyebrow house was built circa 1889. The house has maintained its original footprint except on its 
northwest corner, where an enclosed porch was created above the historic cistern. An overhang on 
the south elevation and shed attached at the rear of the house were added later. 

Elizabeth Bishop bought the house in 1938 and sold the property in 1946. The house was bought 
by the Key West Literary Seminar in 2019. The goal is to restore the house to its glorious time 
when Bishop made it her home.  
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Current Survey and. 1962 Sanborn Map Overlay. 

 

624 White Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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Current Façade. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Windows (page 29a-l), specifically guideline A-3. 
• Entrances, Porches, and Doors (pages 32-33), specifically guideline 3 and 4. 
• New Construction (pages 38a-q), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 18, 22, and 23 
• Outbuildings (page 40), specifically guidelines 1, 3, and 9. 

Staff Analysis: 
The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes the construction of a one-story small 
accessory structure to be located on the southwest portion of the property. The new accessory 
structure will be almost square in footprint have a front gable roof and will have wood siding, a 
wood window and door, and metal singles be used as roofing finish. The structure will have a 
maximum height of 11’- 3” from grade. The design also includes replacement of one window on 
the south side of the house with a wood unit.  
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The design also includes the restoration of the rear porch over the old cistern with new cooper 
screens and repairs, replacing in kind wood frame elements.  A new covering where the heater is 
located at the rear of the house is also included in the plans. The structure will be the same height 
as the existing one and will be covered with a shed roof with metal shingles. 

 

 
Proposed Site Plan. 
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Front and Rear Elevations of Proposed Accessory Structure. 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design meets all cited guidelines. The proposed accessory 
structure, that will house a bathroom, is smaller in scale and mass. Its impact to the historic and 
the site is minimal and will not jeopardize the historic character of the property. The restoration of 
the rear porch, the new window and rebuild of rear shed all conform to appropriate design solutions 
for rehabilitation. 

The applicants submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer a request for an ADA waiver 
for the historic house as it is elevated. The approved waiver and documentation supporting the 
request are all part of the file. 
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Sanborn Map 1892 



 
Sanborn Map 1899 

 



 
Sanborn Map 1912 



 
Sanborn Map 1926 



 
Sanborn Map 1948 



 
Sanborn Map 1962 



 

 

P
R

O
JE

C
T

 P
H

O
T

O
S

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

  

This is a 1938 photo of the house (the May 1968 date is incorrect) The outbuilding in the rear of the 

property can be seen to the left of the house. This is the proposed location of the ADA restroom.  

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 

This photo of the cistern porch was taken in the 1950’s. Bishop had this porch constructed. The porch 

will be restored to this configuration.  



 

624 White Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

Elizabeth Bishop House – 624 White Street –  

Existing Conditions Photos 

 

Front façade. This classic eyebrow house has been largely untouched for decades. The goal is to restore 

it back to its 1940s appearance. The house was painted and the porch was restored in the last phase. 

New half round gutters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 

Existing photo of south façade. Remove existing 1960s metal jalousy window and replace with painted 

wd. putty glazed window.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 

 

Existing photo of historic Kitchen. Remove contemporary cabinets and replace with cabinets replicating 

the original 1940’s cabinets in the kitchen. The metal jalousy window at left will be replaced with a wood 

putty glazed window.  

 

 

This cabinet in the existing Kitchen is original to the 

1940’s, and will be used as a template to create new 

cabinets for the 1940’s kitchen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 

Existing photo of porch over cistern. The porch was built when Bishop lived in the house, but it has been 

altered with plywood panels. The louvered panels are original.  The porch will be restored back to its 

1940s appearance.  The cistern will be restored and used for irrigation. All of the gutters at the house 

will be routed to it.  

 

 

 

Interior view of historic cistern 

porch. Repair all elements in kind, 

including roof sheathing, wood 

wall framing, concrete floor and 

wood shutters. All of these 

elements are historic to Bishop’s 

time in the house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove existing water heater shed and install new shed 

matching historic photo below. This is where the pump 

equipment for the cistern was originally.  

 

 

 

 

 

Historic photo of pump equipment shed. This shed will be 

reconstructed.  

 

 



BISHOP HOUSE    624 WHITE STREET       EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 

The south side of property.  
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., December 19, 2023, at 
City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 
NEW ACCESSORY STRUCTURE AT REAR OF PROPERTY. 
RESTORATION OF REAR PORCH OVER HISTORIC CISTERN, 
WINDOW REPLACEMENT AT KITCHEN, AND NEW WATER 
HEATER ENCLOSURE. 

 #624 WHITE STREET 

Applicant – Bender & Associates- David Salay, Architect    Application #H2023-0048 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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