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                                                     MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  November 20, 2013 
 
RE:  1210 Von Phister-Unauthorized Removal of Trees 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 
 
 
On November 18, 2013 a complaint was received regarding the removal of trees, including pine 
trees at 1210 Von Phister Street.  Looking through the Tree Commission database, I noticed that 
no permits had been issued for any tree removals at that address.  A site inspection documented a 
pile of vegetative debris at the end of the driveway and several cans full of yard waste.  The 
debris included palm fronds, frangipani, silver buttonwood, and scub pine. As I was walking to 
the front door, I saw two stumps inside and along the front fence and a large, tall stump along the 
driveway.  I spoke to the lady staying at the house (a guest), gave her my business card, and 
asked her to have the owner call me. 
 
On November 20, 2013, I spoke to the owner of the property on the phone, Mr. Freddy Cobb, 
and explained the issue to him.  We exchanged e-mails and we agreed to meet on the property 
before the January Tree Commission meeting. 
 
Trees Isues (documented at time of initial inspection): 
1.  Tree Abuse:  (1) Frangipani-entire top of tree removed, only tall stump next to driveway 
remains. 14” dbh  
2.  Trees Removed Without a Permit 

A.  (2) Scrub Pine Trees-measured base of stump and some pieces of the trunk in the 
debris pile, each tree approximately 4.5” diameter (Total of 9”)   

B.  (2) Silver Buttonwood trees-were growing outside of the fence along the ROW.  
Found pieces of the stump in debris pile and looked at the remains of the roots in the ground.  It 
appears that the base of the trunk was approximately 10” in diameter.  Two thick branches/trunks 
found in the debris pile measured 5” and 6” in diameter each.    
 
On December 27, 2013, I met with Freddy Cobb and walked the property.  I found two more 
stumps, both were less than 3.5” dbh.  In my initial notes I noted that I had also found some lead 
tree branches in the pile, therefore, without any additional information, no additional charges 
were added.  I explained to Mr. Cobb the administrative hearing procedures.  He explained that 
he had hired a landscape/gardener to clean up the landscape and that he would do what was need 
to resolve the problem.   
 

 

 

 



 

Google Earth Streeview photo dated March 2011 

 

Street Photo taken by K. DeMaria dated November 2013 

 



 

Google Streetview photo dated March 2011 

 

Streetview photo taken by K. DeMaria dated November 2011 



 

Google Streetview photo dated March 2011 

         

Photo of vegetative debris pile taken November 2013. 

 

Frangipani 

(2) Scrub Pines 

Silver 

Buttonwoods 



 

Photos of vegetative debris pile November 2013 

 

 



                

Photo of frangipani tree location taken November 2013. 

 

Photo of scrub pine stumps taken November 2013 
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