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To:   City of Key West Planning Board  
  
From:   Patrick Wright, Senior Planner II 
 
Date:   September 15, 2016 
   
RE:  231 Margaret Street Request for Waiver to the Zoning in Progress for 

Parking Variances 
 
 
This request is for a waiver to the Zoning in Progress for a moratorium on parking variances. 
The City Commission added language to Ordinance 15-05 that states: 
 
"An applicant may seek a waiver of the conditions imposed herein. To be eligible for a 
waiver, the applicant must demonstrate to the Planning Board that the amount of parking 
required by the code of ordinances is not necessary given the particular conditions of the 
proposed development. The Planning Board must make specific findings concerning the lack 
of need for vehicular parking based upon the use and occupancy of the proposed 
development." 
 
Approval of this waiver request would not grant a parking variance to the applicant, but 
rather allow them to submit an application for a parking variance and follow standard due 
process. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

City Commission Ordinance 15-05 
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Thomas Kelly 

 
19141 Rocky Road  Sugarloaf Key, Florida     33042 

Phone (305) 304-1984 
 
 

 
August 30, 2016 
 
City of Key West 
Planning Department 
P.O.Box 1409 
Key West, Florida 
 
Patrick Wright 
Planner II 
809-3778 
 
RE: Waiver of parking variance 
 
 
Patrick, 
 
This letter serves as a request for a waiver of a parking variance for the property located at 231  
Margaret Street, which is the site of Turtle Kraals Restaurant and Bar. The consideration of the  
waiver should be based on the following: 
 

1. The site is owned by the City of Key West and located within the historic 
commercial core at the Key West Bight. This a pedestrian orientated harbor walk 
where people are walking from one establishment to another. Most of this activity is 
supported from the nearby hotels and guesthouses where customers simply walk 
down to the harbor. 

 
2. The proposed project will provide handicapped access to the second floor deck 

via a lift, rebuild the existing damaged staircases and raise the guard rail system to 
42”. The project will bring the access requirements for the second floor deck area to 
current code compliance. The increase of consumption area that will result from the 
project will be 4.5% to the current floor area of Turtle Kraals or 304 square feet. 

 
3. The immediate area is currently supported by the parking structure on Grinnell 

Street and the large parking lots on Margaret Street both in front of the Raw Bar and 
in front of Key West Brewery. 

 
 
Thank you for your continuing help in this matter, 
 
 
 
Thomas Kelly 
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