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                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:   July 25, 2014      
 
RE:  616 Eaton Street  (permit application #7005 ) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Spanish Lime tree and 
(1) Sandbox tree.  A site inspection was done on July 21, 2014 and 
documented the following: 
 

1.  Tree Species:   Spanish Lime  (Melicoccus bijugatus)   

                                        



                      
 

     
 

 



     
 

 
 
               Roof of church building                                         Side of tree trunk 
 



 



 
 
 

 
 
Cavity hole at base of tree-extends straight back at least 1 foot. 



          
         
 
Diameter: 39.8”  
Location:  60%  (backyard tree, growing very close to two historic 
structures)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair, hard to get accurate evaluation of health due to the 
tree being covered in vines, small to medium hole/cavity at base of tree)   
Total Average Value =  73%   
 Value x Diameter =  29 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Tree Species:  Sandbox (Hura crepitans)     
                    

 
 

 



 



 

    
 
     

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



          



       
Diameter:  43.6”  
Location:  80%  (back yard tree, plenty of space )  
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair, hard to get accurate evaluation of health of tree due 
to the vines growing along trunk and in canopy, some decay, especially in 
old cuts, observed on large branches)   
Total Average Value =  63 %   
Value x Diameter =  27.5 replacement caliper inches 
 
Note:  There are many other trees located on the rest of the property.   No 
plans have been submitted or processed by HARC, the building, or the 
planning departments regarding development of the property (see attached 
survey and photos of property below). 
 
E-mails were sent to the applicant’s representatives requesting additional 
information. 
 
Photos of  Rest of the Property: 

 
 
At the end of the driveway behind the existing historic house. 
 



 
 
Standing behind house looking toward yards from houses on Elizabeth St. 
 

 
 
Standing behind house and church building at interior of wooded area (rest 
of property).  In the upper corner of the photo is a branch from the sandbox 
tree (looking toward Fleming St). 
 
 



 
 
Interior of wooded area at rear corner looking at back yard of house on 
Fleming St. 
 

 
 
Interior of wooded area looking toward back yard of house on Simonton St 
and old cistern. 
 
 



 
 
Standing behind house looking toward the back yard of houses on Simonton 
St.  Church property is to the right.  Large branch from the sandbox tree is in 
the upper left corner of the photo. 
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Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

616 Eaton St

Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com> Tue, Jul 29, 2014 at 1:59 PM
To: Larrie Busloff <larriebusloff@yahoo.com>, Frank Kirwin <kirwin1@bellsouth.net>

Larrie and Frank:

I need additional information regarding why the applicant wants to remove the Spanish lime and the sandbox tree.
 I noticed numerous other protected and regulated trees on the property.  What are the plans for those trees?
 What are the plans for the property?  

This information will help the Tree Commissioners make an informed decision regarding the the fate of the trees. 

Sincerely,

Karen 

-- 
Karen DeMaria
Urban Forestry Manager
Certified Arborist
City of Key West
305-809-3768

tel:305-809-3768
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