
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 6 
 

To:  Acting Chairman Greg Oropeza and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  October 24, 2023 

Applicant:   William P. Horn, Architect 

Application Number:  H2023-0033 

Address:   7 Aronovitz Lane 

Description of Work: 
Reconstruction of a two and a half-story building damaged by a severe fire. The structure was 
condemned by the CBO. 
Site Facts: 
The site under review consists of a historic but not contributing two and a half-story frame 
vernacular structure. Originally built as a single family, the two and a half-story frame structure 
was first depicted in the 1926 Sanborn Map. By 1948 the structure was converted into apartments. 
The side porch responds to the original orientation of the building, which faced the lane, 
historically known as Acme Ct. The building was damaged by a fire on February 27 of this year. 
Because of the fire the Chief Building Officer declared the building unsafe and requested its 
demolition. At the time of this report a building permit was issued for the demolition but no work 
has been done yet. The Planning Department issued a build back letter with a determination that 
due to the involuntary destruction the reconstruction on the same three-dimensional footprint can 
proceed without variances. The letter is part of this record. 
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Front elevation circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 

 

Front elevation after the fire. 
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1962 Sanborn map over imposed to current survey. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• New Construction (pages 38a-38q), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 

14, 15, 18, 22, 23, 24, and 25. 

Staff Analysis: 

The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes the reconstruction of a historic building 
declared unsafe due to fire damage. The only changes in footprint are on the first and second floor 
side porches; the original building had a narrow two-story side porch that was expanded through 
time. The new design will reduce the current porch width and maintain the roof of the neighboring 
property as the porch of the second back unit. Condenser units will also be installed over that roof 
deck.  

The building form will remain the same in height, width, and depth. The front volume will also be 
rebuilt but as a full two and a half -story structure. A new entrance with an uncovered deck is 
proposed on the east elevation Materials used for the new building will be cementitious horizontal 
siding, aluminum 2 over 2 windows and four paneled doors, wood columns with aluminum 
railings, and 5 v-crimp metal panels as roofing material. The structure will maintain its previous 
use as an apartment building for non-transient rentals. On May 9, 2023, the Tree Commission 
approved the removal of a gumbo limbo tree located on the east side of the lot. 
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Existing and proposed front elevations. 

 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is the staff’s opinion that the proposed design will conform to cited guidelines. While the 
structure is the largest building on the lane, its scale and mass is comparable with the house located 
on the east side and facing Angela Street. A reconstruction in the same three-dimensional footprint 
for an involuntary demolition of a structure is a right under the LDR’s. The reduction in the 
footprint of the second-floor front porch will improve the building’s massing and proportions. 
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Sanborn Map 1926 
 



 

 

Sanborn Map 1948 
 



 

Sanborn Map 1962 
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7 Aronovitz Lane. Monroe County Library. 



7 ARONOVITZ LANE 

FRONT VIEW 



7 ARONOVITZ LANE 

FRONT VIEW 



7 ARONOVITZ LANE 

SIDE VIEW 



7 ARONOVITZ LANE 

SIDE VIEW 



7 ARONOVITZ LANE 

LEFT NEIGHBORING PROPERTY   

SIDE VIEW 



7 ARONOVITZ LANE 

RIGHT NEIGHBORING PROPERTY   

SIDE VIEW 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., October 24, 2023, at City 
Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

RECONSTRUCTION OF A TWO AND A HALF-STORY 
BUILDING DAMAGED BY A SEVERE FIRE. THE 
STRUCTURE WAS CONDEMNED BY THE CBO.  

#7 ARONOVITZ LANE 
Applicant – William P. Horn, Architect   Application #H2023-0033 

 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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56789: ;<=9�>??69@ ;<=9AB7CD9=9@ E7B6F= G9:7H=�IJC9 5B=9?KLMNNNNOPQR KKSKQSTNKU TSKLSTNKQ VWXPNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bSb�cdd�beffgh�fbij�chk�lcihf�fe�jcfYm�gniofihpq�bgjerg�s�bgdeYcfg�gniofihpketudg�oihpdg�difg�veek�keeb�fe�jcfYm�gniofihpq�hqeqYq�bgwtibgkq�mKLMNKMKPWOMKTSNTSKLMxlq�hgv�ofebg�ybehf�Yehyiptcfieh�fe�jcfYm�gniofihpShgipmuebihp�ihjcfgbicdo�lbeyidgq�hgv�vihkev�fe�jcfYm�gniofihp�ih�jcfgbicd�s�deexqKUMNNNNWLRK KKSKQSTNKU RSUSTNKP VTXTNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a gjgbpghYz{�kgje�gniofihp�ihfgbieb�yihiomgo�yeb�gnldebcfieh�cllbenq�WTN�owSyf�eyodcf�vcdd�oYbgvgk�ergb�gniofihp�jibbeb�chk�ebipihcd�kbzvcdd�chk�vcihoYef�fe�ugkehg�eh�lgbijgfgb�ihfgbieb�vcddoq�hqeqYq�bgwtibgkq�pm�||hehMofbtYftbcdgnldebcfebz�kgjedifieh||qKLMOPQR KSTQSTNKU TSKLSTNKQ VWXPNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bSb�beffgh�fbij�chk�lcihfKLMNNNNTKKK LSWKSTNKL PSKPSTNKU VTQXPNP YZ[[\]̂_̀a Yecf�fmg�cpihp�}ouo~�jekiyigk�uiftjgh�oihpdg�ldz�beeyq��heY�bgwtibgkNq�mcbY��KLMNKMNPKOMmocMLSTPSKLMxlKOMNPKT LSTNSTNKO OSTTSTNKU VWTXPNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgjerg�chk�bgldcYg�KKNdy�ey�olcddihpX�Yedtjh�chk�ugcjoq�ihofcdd�cllbenq�PNNoy�eyoftYYe�fel�YecfKOMTKNN LSTNSTNKO TSKWSTNKQ VWNXPNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcib�YehYbgfg�eh�utidkihp��bgjerg�chk�bgldcYg�KKN�dy�ey�olcddihpX�Yedtjho�chkugcjoq�ihofcdd�cllben�PNNoy�ey�oftYYe�fel�YecfKWMOQWL KKSOSTNKW PSKPSTNKU VPNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgdeYcfg�ehg�ojexg�kgfgYfebX�ehg�wtck�etfdgfX�bgjerg�chk�bgdeYcfg�fveovifYmgo�chk�fve�etfdgfoqKWMOULU KKSKSTNKW PSKPSTNKU VWXTQU YZ[[\]̂_̀a utidk�c�U~�jgfcd�ybcjgk�vcdd�hehMugcbihp�deck�ugcbihpq�ycofghgk�fe�gniofihp�beeybcyfgboq�ihofcdd�LSP�kbzvcdd�OUPoyKWMKNNT WSKOSTNKW PSKPSTNKU VLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgjerg�thlgbjiffgk�vibihp�chk�bgofebg�ucYx�fe�ebipihcd�YehyiptbcfiehKTMTORQ QSKNSTNKT KTSWKSTNKT VTXONN YZ[[\]̂_̀a utidk�c�vcdd�KO�n�U�vifm�keeb�WU}X�PO�oy�k��ucfm�cf�ybehf�bipmf�oikg�ey�bgofctbchf�ihfgbieb�vebx��co�lgb�ldchoqKTMTWOU USTPSTNKT KTSWKSTNKT VTXWLN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcib�thkgbpbethk�yiffihpoqKKMNOLP TSKKSTNKK � VTXONN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgjerg�ON�n�R�lcbfifieh�vcdd�ehdzq�he�bglcib�ey�gdgYfbiYcd�hgYgoocbzNRMTONO RSTSTNNR � VKXRNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a Ymchpg�gniofihp�cvhihp�Yergb�fe�bgkX�lcihf�vcddo�vmifgNRMTONW PSKPSTNNR � VKXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a ihofcdd�fmbgg�hgv�yinftbgoX�ehg�fbildg�YejlcYf�oihxX�ehg�mchk�oihx�chk�ehg�TLpcddeh�pbgcog�fbclqNRMTONT PSKOSTNNR � VKXRNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a ihofcdd�gipmf�hgv�etfdgfoX�yetb�etfdgfo�ih�fMomibf�cbgcX�vibihp�WNNNoy�hgv�ucbqNRMTONK PSKWSTNNR � VTOXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a ihofcddcfieh�ey�WO~�ey�ucbX�cllbenijcfgdz�KNNoy�ey�ubiYx�rchgb�eh�ucb�ycYgXcllbenijcfgdz�KNNoy�ey�ybl�lchgd�eh�ucb�cbgcX�RNdy�ey�hehMofbtYftbcd�vcddX�ONNdyey�vchoYecf�eh�devgb�vcddoX�UNdy�ey�ihfgbieb�kgYebcfirg�jchocbk�beeyqNPMWWNN RSUSTNNP � VTXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a ihofcdd�fve�mtbbiYchg�lchgdo�eh�fve�vihkevo�chk�ehg�keebNPMTPLN PSPSTNNP � VOXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgldcYg�chk�tlpbckg�L�jgfgb�uchx�vifm�W�jgfgb�uchxq�tlMpbckg�ehg�KNN�cjlkgbriYg�fe�TNN�cjlq�tlpbckg�ehg�KNN�cjl�fe�KLN�cjlX�bgldcYg�ehg�KNN�cjl�ogbriYgqNPMTKPN USTWSTNNP � VKXRNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgldcYg�KNN�cjl�ogbriYg�vifm�TNNcjl�gbriYgX�gdijihcfg�KNN�cjl�ogbriYgqNUMLNNN RSKWSTNNU � VKLXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a utidk�kchYg�ydeeb�QLNoyqXbgldcYg�gniofihp�kgYxXutidk�hgv�mchkiYcl�bcjlNUMONKL QSTPSTNNU RSKPSTNNU VTXTNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgjergSbgldcYg�UnU�otllebf�leofNUMOWUU QSKPSTNNU RSKPSTNNU VKXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgjergSbgldcYg�kcjcpgk�vibihpNLMWRNQ RSRSTNNL KKSTSTNNL VKXTNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgldcYg�W�KNNcjl�lchgdo�vifm�KNNcjl�ubgcxgboNOMWKUK KNSKSTNNO KTSKUSTNNO VTXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcib�beeyNOMWKLO RSTRSTNNO KNSTNSTNNO VKXRNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a KO�ucb�yinftbgoNOMWNOU RSKQSTNNO KNSTNSTNNO VKXUNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a gdgYfiY�yeb�ucboNOMTQUW PSTNSTNNO KNSTNSTNNO VQXRQU YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcib�ucboNOMTUKO PSLSTNNO KNSTNSTNNO VKKXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a cSYNOMTLLT QSTRSTNNO KNSTNSTNNO VTXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcib�gnfgbiebNWMOTTL LSKOSTNNO KSKLSTNNO VWOXOLN YZ[[\]̂_̀a Yehrgbf�pc�gue�fe�oybNOMNQTL WSKNSTNNO KSKLSTNNO VTXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a gdgYfbiYcdNWSOTTL KSKLSTNNO LSKOSTNNO VWNN � beey�yeb�ckkifiehNWSOTTL KSKLSTNNO LSKOSTNNO VOXKNN � vibg�ckkifiehNWMWNTN PSTQSTNNW KTSPSTNNW VTXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a hgv�ogvgb�dihgNWMKUNR LSLSTNNW LSKOSTNNW VPXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a Ymchpg�fve�cSYXNWSNPQU WSTNSTNNW LSKOSTNNO VTXWNN � ihof�veek�yghYg�KNNnUNWMNPQU WSTNSTNNW LSKOSTNNW VTXWNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a utidk�KNN~nU~�yghYgNTMWNLO TSKRSTNNW KTSPSTNNW VPXNLN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgriogk�gdgYqNTMNKNQ KSQSTNNW KTSPSTNNW VUXLLN YZ[[\]̂_̀a meex�tl�pc�gueNTMWWLQ KTSKUSTNNT KTSPSTNNW VKXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgldcYg�jgfgb�YchNTMWNLO KKSKLSTNNT KTSPSTNNW VOXULN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgdeYcfg�pc�gueNTMTLRQ RSTOSTNNT KTSKLSTNNT VUNXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgbeeyNTMNKUU KSKPSTNNT KNSWNSTNNT VULL YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcibo�fe�beeyNKMWORU KNSTWSTNNK KKSKUSTNNK VWXTNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a KNN�cjl�lchgdNKMKRRK LSKPSTNNK KKSKUSTNNK VWXLNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a gdgYfbiYcd�yinftbgoNNMOONL KSWSTNNK KKSKUSTNNK VQNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglcib�olcddgk�YehYbgfgNNMKPQT QSUSTNNN KKSKSTNNN VWLN YZ[[\]̂_̀a gdgYfbiYcdNNMNQOO OSLSTNNN KKSKSTNNN VUXKOO YZ[[\]̂_̀a lcihf�beeyNNMNNLK KSQSTNNN KKSKSTNNN VPXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a beeyRRMWONO RSTRSKRRR KKSWSKRRR VOXTNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a Ymchpgetf�L�feh�cYRRMWNQW RSTTSKRRR KKSWSKRRR VUXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bglciboRPNTLWR RSTSKRRP KTSQSKRRP VLXNNN YZ[[\]̂_̀a bgjekgd�ofebgybehf
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