
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: February 24, 2022   
 
RE: 1218 Margaret Street (permit application # T2022-0035) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Strangler Fig, 
(1) Spanish Lime, and (1) Jamaican Caper tree. A site inspection was 
done and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 

 

    

Photo showing location of tree. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 
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Photo of trunks 
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tree, view 1. 



 

Photo of property line and trunks and base of tree, view 2. 



 
 

 

Photo of 
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view 2. 

Photo of 
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view 2. 



 

Photo of trunks and base of tree, view 3.  



 
 

                                                      

Two photos of trunks of tree, view 3, 

and view from standing on the 

property line. 



  
 
                                      
 
 
Diameter: 26.7”   
Location: 60% (growing in rear yard on property line fence) 
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (health fair to poor, base mainly roots, poor structure)   
Total Average Value = 70%  
Value x Diameter = 18.6 replacement caliper inches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of base of tree. 



Tree Species: Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) 
 

 

Photo of location of tree, close to property line and driveway, view 1. 



 
 

Photo of location of tree, close to property line and driveway, view 2. 

 



 
 

                                                                                                 

Two photos of the tree canopy. 



 
 
 
Diameter: 4.4”   
Location: 60% (growing in fence line area at side of property) 
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair, young tree)   
Total Average Value = 73%  
Value x Diameter = 3.2 replacement caliper inches 
 

 
 
 
 

Photo of trunk and base of tree. 



Tree Species: Jamaican Caper (Capparis cynophallophora) 
 

    

Photo of whole tree showing location.  Tree was growing in a pot.  Root system is now 

firmly in the ground.   



 
 

 

Two photos showing base of tree. 



                                          
 
Diameter: 8.9”   
Location: 20% (originally growing in pot in driveway, has rooted) 
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (tree health good, poor root structure due to outgrowing 
pot-possible transplant?)   
Total Average Value = 56%  
Value x Diameter = 4.9 replacement caliper inches 
 
Total required replacements if all trees approved for removal: 26.7” 
 
 
 

Photo of tree trunk and 

canopy. 



Property owner also removing (1) Key Lime tree, no permit required (less 
than 4 inches diameter. 
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