
 STAFF REPORT 
DATE: April 1, 2022   
 

RE: 1409 Albury Street (permit application # T2021-0201) 
 

FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 

On June 23, 2021, an application was received requesting the removal of (1) Gumbo 

Limbo tree. A site inspection was done and the item was placed on the July 2021 Tree 
Commission agenda.  That report is attached to this file. A review of the application was 

postponed due to no one being at the meeting to represent the property (a 
representation form was not included with the original application). 

 
On March 4, 2022, while driving past the property, it was noted that a section of the 

tree had been removed.  On March 14, 2022, an inspection of the property indicated 
that concrete had also been placed around the base of the tree and roots had been cut.  

During this inspection, contact was made with the property owner and subsequently, a 
representation form was submitted.  The property owner also requested that the 

application for removal be reviewed by the Tree Commission.  The property owner was 
also asked the name of the person who installed the pavers (no building permits had 

been issued for the work.) 

 
  Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 

 
 

Updated photo showing location of tree. 



 
 

 
 

Two photos 

of the tree 

taken after 

and prior to 

canopy 

trimming.  

Removal of 

the large 

branch 

required a 

permit. No 

permit was 

issued for 

heavy 

maintenance 

trimming of 

this tree. 



 
 

                                                      

03/04/2022 

Two photos showing 

the profile of the tree 

prior to and after heavy 

trimming.  Cut is also a 

flat cut which is not a 

proper arborist cut.  



 
 

 

 

Photo of 

tree canopy 

branch that 

was 

removed. 

03/04/2022 

Close up 

photo of tree 

canopy 

showing cut 

branch area. 



 
 

 

Close up photo 

of damage area 

on main branch 

that was 

removed-

weeping sap. 

03/14/2022 

Recent photo 

of base of tree.  

Tree roots have 

been cut to 

install new 

pavers and 

concrete 

around tree-

Tree Abuse. 



 
 

 
 

Two photos 

showing 

weeping sap 

from holes 

drilled in base 

of tree for 

treatment, view 

1 and 2. 

03/04/2022 



 
 

 
 

03/14/2022 

Two photos 

showing the 

same root 

area before 

and after 

paver 

installation. 



 
 

    

03/14/202

2 

Photo 

showing 

existing 

conditions in 

June 2021 

regarding 

pavers 

around tree. 

Updated 

photo 

showing 

installed 

pavers and 

concrete 

around base 

of tree. 





 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: July 1, 2021   
 
RE: 1409 Albury Street (permit application # T2021-0201) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Gumbo Limbo 
tree. A site inspection was done and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
 
 

 
 

                                             Photo showing location of tree, view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo 

showing 

location of 

tree, view 2. 

Photo of 

base of tree 

and trunk, 

view 1. 



 

 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 1. 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 2. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree canopy, 

view 3. 

Photo of 

tree canopy, 

view 4. 



 
 

 

Close up photo 

of damage area 

on main 

branch-

weeping sap. 

Photo of 

another 

damage area in 

main trunk-

weeping sap. 



 
 

 

Two photos 

showing 

weeping sap 

from holes 

drilled in base 

of tree for 

treatment, view 

1 and 2. 



 
 

 

Photo 

showing 

weeping sap 

from holes 

drilled in 

base of tree 

for treatment, 

view 3. 

 

Photo of 

base of 

tree and 

trunk. 



 

Photo showing tree canopy in relation to structure. 



 
 

 

                                          

 
 
Diameter: 15.9”  
Location: 80% (very visible street tree)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor)   
Total Average Value = 73%  
Value x Diameter = 11.6 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 

Photo of tree location, view 3. 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 












