
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 7 
 

To:  Chairman Haven Burkee and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  October 26, 2022 

Applicant:   Kate Miano, Owner 

Application Number:  H2022-0035 

Address:   218 Whitehead Street 

Description of Work: 
New mural on lower wall facing Whitehead Street. 

Site Facts: 
The site under review sits on the southwest corner of Whitehead and Green Streets. The principal 
building on the site is non-contributing and the wall where the proposed mural will be painted is 
an altered retaining wall build by the Navy. The retaining wall height, cap, and finish were altered 
during the construction of the existing building. In addition, fenestrations were open for stairs and 
a lift. These changes were done in early 1990’s. 

Although the proposed mural is not part of the Art in Public Places Program the mural’s sketches 
were presented as a courtesy to the board on October 13, 2022. If approved this item must be 
approved by the City Commission as require by Resolution 99-430. 
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Wall under review. Photograph circa 1980. Monroe County Library. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 

• Guidelines for Murals in the Historic District (page 51), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 4 
and 5. 

Staff Analysis: 

A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for an approximately 90 feet wide by 5 to 6 feet 
in height. The proposed mural will be located at the retaining wall of the building and facing 
Whitehead Street. The design will feature a rendering of sub-tropical birds over bright green and 
orange base. Some leaves and flowers, including poinciana flowers, are also depicted in the 
mural.  The mural will also feature custom lettering work “Key West” over a white oval. The 
proposed maintenance plan takes into consideration the periodic maintenance will include 
application of urethane base sealer every 6 to 8 months.  
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Location of proposed mural 

 

 
Proposed mural. 

About the Artist 

Marlene Koenig’s work includes several murals, including two in Key West: at the Splash Pad at 
Truman Waterfront Park and in the Airport. Her work has been exhibited through the United 
States in cities such as Miami and Brooklyn. 

 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed mural meets cited guidelines for murals, the proposed 
mural will be painted over a non-contributing structure, no residences are across it and the 
applicant submitted a maintenance plan. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., October 26, 2022, at 
City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. To view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast 
channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99. If you wish to participate virtually, please contact HARC staff at 305-809-3973. 
The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

NEW MURAL ON LOWER WALL FACING WHITEHEAD STREET. 
 

#218 WHITEHEAD STREET 

Applicant – Kate Miano, Owner   Application #H2022-0035 
 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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