






STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  November 4, 2022      
 

RE: Administrative Hearing for 1008 White Street (TC2022-00011) 
 

FROM: Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 

On October 8, 2022, I received an email complaint from Karen O’Leary, regarding the 
removal of an avocado tree at 1008 White Street. The email contained the following 

photos: 
 

 

Photo of avocado tree in the 

process of being cut down. 



 
 

 

Two 

photos of 

avocado 

tree being 

cut down. 



After verification that no removal permits had been issued for the removal of an avocado 
tree on this property and verification of the class/zoning of the property as store combo 

and not single family residential, an inspection was conducted on October 10, 2022 of 
the area (from the public sidewalk and neighboring driveway and parking area) which 

documented the tree had been removed from the rear of the property. I then spoke to 
an employee of the store in the front of the building and left my business card for the 

owner or manager.  The owner, George Pallas, later called and we discussed the removal 
and later we had an email discussion regarding the tree and procedures to resolve the 

removal issue (see attached email).  
 

 
 
I asked for permission to enter the property to measure the stump but Mr. Pallas said he 

could not allow anyone on the property without him being present.  Therefore, caliper 
measurements of the stump are estimated at 14 caliper inches (using the width of the 

curb stop in the below photos as a guideline). 

Photo showing avocado 

tree removed. 



 
 

                                                           

Two photos of avocado tree stump and 

parking curb. 



                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Google aerial photo of area dated February 2018. 

Avocado tree 

Google streetview photo of area dated March 2019. 

tree 














