
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: December 28, 2022   
 
RE: 1701 Von Phister Street ROW  
                       (permit application # T2022-0462) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Mahogany tree. 
A site inspection was done and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) 

 

 

Photo of whole tree showing location. 
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Photo of tree canopy over house. 
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view 1. 
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Photo of 
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view 3. 



 

Photos of tree root are next to house.  Property owner recently exposed the roots, view 1. 



 
 

 

Photos of tree 

root are next to 

house.  

Property owner 

recently 

exposed the 

roots, view 2. 

 

Photo of 
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1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 

showing 

location in 

relation to 

pool and 

deck, view 
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Photo of 

crack in 

pool tile 

closest to 

house. 



 
 
August 2022-canopy was trimmed over house (second time).  City trimmed 
canopy over the road in March 2022 (see photo below).  
 

 

Photo of crack in 

pool tile closest 

to street. 



Photo below are five photos from 2020 when property owner cut the roots. 
 

 
 

 



 



 



 
 
 
Diameter: 55.7”  

Location: 60% (very visible tree growing on City right of way, property 
owner concerned about roots impacting house)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  80% (overall condition is good. Tree is healthy. In the past two 
years two different certified arborists have trimmed the canopy and stated 
that the tree was in good condition.) 
Total Average Value = 80% 
Value x Diameter =  44.5 replacement caliper inches 
 
*additional documentation and photos requested from property 

owner, for the file. 
 
NOTE:  Can the roots be trimmed and a root guard installed to 
prevent future root impacts to structures? 
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