
Your most compelling purpose 
must be to free the human in you. 
Then you will understand 
others really exist. 

Votre but le plus impérieux 
doit être de libérer en vous 
l’humain. 
Ensuite vous comprendrez 
que les autres existent 

Your most compelling purpose 
must be to free the human in you. 
Then you will understand 
that others really exist. 

Votre but le plus impérieux 
doit être de libérer en vous 
l’humain. 
Ensuite vous comprendrez 
que les autres existent 
vraiment. 

MARIE-CLAIRE BLAIS 

Marie-Claire Blais 1939 - 2021



Marie-Claire Blais’ New York Times Obituary December 7, 2021 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/07/books/marie-claire-blais-dead.html


EXCERPTS FROM THE NY TIMES OBITUARY



EXCERPTS FROM THE NY TIMES OBITUARY



The New Yorker - September 16, 2019 - Excerpt



PROPOSED TEXT FOR SIDEWALK INSTALLATION

Your most compelling purpose 
must be to free the human in you. 
Then you will understand 
that others really exist. 

Votre but le plus impérieux 
doit être de libérer en vous 
l’humain. 
Ensuite vous comprendrez 
que les autres existent 
vraiment. 

MARIE-CLAIRE BLAIS 



PROPOSED INSTALLATION SITE

717 WINDSOR LANE, KEY WEST


•The site has a full southern exposure, with no curb parking and relatively little tree droppings.

•The proposed section of concrete sidewalk measures 71” wide and 61” high. 

•Existing sidewalk poetry has been created with a Common Gothic Font at lettering of 2” in height, 

with 3” text spacing.

•There are two 6” break spacings in the proposed quote.

•The text is justified left and the artist’s name at the end is justified right.

•The proposed quote will require 58” in height 

•There is more than sufficient width at the site (71”).

View of the Writer’s Compound looking  
West toward Elizabeth Street

View of 717 Windsor Lane  
looking North



TEXT CONFIGURATION / ORIENTATION ON THE SIDEWALK

Your most compelling purpose 
must be to free the human in you. 
Then you will understand 
that others really exist. 

Votre but le plus impérieux 
doit être de libérer en vous 
l’humain. 
Ensuite vous comprendrez 
que les autres existent 
vraiment. 

MARIE-CLAIRE BLAIS 

TEXT CONFIGURATION & ORIENTATION

MCB - 717 WINDSOR LANE, KEY WEST

VIEW : LOOKING DOWN 
TEXT : JUSTIFIED LEFT

ARTIST NAME : JUSTIFIED RIGHT

FONT : COMMON GOTHIC

2” LETTER HEIGHT TYPICAL

3” TEXT SPACING TYPICAL

6” BREAK SPACING 2 PLACES

58” FULL INSTALLATION HEIGHT

61” SIDEWALK PANEL HEIGHT

71” SIDEWALK PANEL WIDTH (NO CURB)

NOT TO SCALE 

ELIZABETH STREET

WILLIAM STREET

ROAD

SOUTH

CURB

SIDEWALK

717 WINDSOR LANE



SAMPLE SIDEWALK INSTALLATIONS



PROJECT COST ESTIMATE

•$2800 INSTALLATION (INCLUDES MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT TRANSPORTATION) 

•(POSSIBLE 10%-15% INCREASE DUE TO DELAY $3080-$3220)

•CITY PERMITS (OPENING AND CLOSING)- $200 (POSSIBLE EXEMPTION?)

•FLORIDA SALES TAXES AND FEES (6%) = $226.00 (POSSIBLE EXEMPTION?)

•TIME WINDOW FOR INSTALLATION EXECUTION SEPTEMBER -DECEMBER 2023

Table 1

ITEM COST

INSTALLATION 2800.00
CITY PERMITS 200.00
FLORIDA SALES TAX 6% 168.00

TOTAL 3168.00



LETTER OF SUPPORT - ARLO HASKELL DIRECTOR LITERARY SEMINAR KEY WEST



LETTER OF SUPPORT - MICHELLE CLAUSON AND SOPHIE PAINCHAUD 

EXECUTORS OF MCB ESTATE (sheet 1 of 2)

To the Board of Art in Public Places 

Key West Fl 33040 

Feb 28, 2023 

As co-executors of the Estate of Marie Claire Blais, we are soliciting your support to honor her in the 
Art in Public Places program here in Key West. From the early 70s, Ms. Blais lived on-and-off in Key 
West until the 90s when she took up permanent residency. She was throughout her time here an 
integral part of the prominent local writers’ community. In 2008, she purchased John Hersey’s writing 
studio (they were close friends) located in the well-known Windsor Village writers’ compound. This 
became her final home and writing haven and hence we would like her to be honored there on 
Windsor Lane by your sidewalk poetry program.  

Originally from Quebec, Canada, Marie-Claire became a US citizen in 2011. Not only was she widely 
recognized in contemporary French-Canadian literature, but also as a writer of significant 
international importance. It was early on in her career, while she was still very young, that renowned 
literary critic Edmund Wilson noticed her prodigious writing and gave his strong support to her 
application for her first Guggenheim Fellowship. From there, she became the recipient of numerous 
awards and fellowships including:  

• French Prix Medicis (France) 

• 4 Canadian Governor General’s Literary Awards (Canada’s highest literary honor) 

•Prix Anais Ségalas of the Académie Française 

•Prix Prince de Monaco 

•Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal 

•Knight of the Ordre national du Mérite de France and of the Ordre des Arts et Lettres de 
France 

•Member of the Académie Royale de littérature française de Belgique. 

• 2 Guggenheim Fellowships. 

These are only a few of the many honors she has received. She was also a long-standing jury 
member for several international literary prizes including the Prix Prince-Pierre de-Monaco and was 
the recipient of 6 Honorary Doctorates. 

Though Marie-Claire wrote in her native French, she was translated well into 15 languages and her 
work was distributed worldwide. She was a prolific writer and published 40 novels, as well as plays, 
poetry, radio texts, screenplays, and completed an opera libretto just a few days before her passing. 



LETTER OF SUPPORT - MICHELLE CLAUSON AND SOPHIE PAINCHAUD 

EXECUTORS OF MCB ESTATE (sheet 2 of 2)

We have selected the following quote from her book Tête Blanche written when she was only 21 
years old. It became, among other novels, required reading in the Quebec school system. We find 
this quote most representative of her lifelong advocacy for human rights and equality. 

Your most compelling purpose must be to free the human in you. Then you will understand 
that others really exist. 
____ 

 
Votre but le plus impérieux doit être de libérer en vous l’humain. Ensuite vous comprendrez 
que les autres existent vraiment. 

We think the French translation should also be presented on the sidewalk, hoping that this is brief 
enough to include in both French and English.  

Respectfully, 

Michelle Clauson and Sophie Painchaud 

 Estate of Marie-Claire Blais 



LETTER OF SUPPORT - ANN HAMILTON - FRIEND AND NEIGHBOUR

To the Arts In Public Places Committee,


I  would like to thank the committee for their time and consideration of this project. I would especially

like to thank Craig Berube-Gray and Liz Young for their expertise and guidance in the preparation of this 
presentation.

Marie-Claire Blais was profoundly kind and insightful, I feel very fortunate to have known her. 

I hope, together we can see this project through to fruition, so as to have a monument to her, 

which will echo beyond her passing and those who knew and loved her.


Kind Regards,


Ann Hamilton

1-651 William Street

Key West

514-499-1637


