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Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 4 

 

To:  Chairman Haven Burkee and Historic Architectural Review 
Commission Members 

   

From:    Casey Burtch 
    Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date:  May 23, 2023 
 
Applicant: Robert Delaune, Architect 
 
Application Number: H2023-0011 
 
Address:   818 Eaton Street 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work 

Construction of a new one and a half-story eyebrow house.  New covered porch at rear and 
site improvements. 
 

Site Facts 

The site under review used to be known as 4 Lopez Lane and recently its address was 
changed as there is no real access to the property through the lane, but through Eaton Street. 
The existing one-story single-family building is a non-historic non-contributing structure. 
1962 Sanborn Map depicts a structure 816 ½ Eaton Street in the lot, but the current building 
location and building configuration differs from the Sanborn Map. No photographs from 
1965 were found for the building.   
 
Although the Property Appraisers records indicate that the building was built in 1905, 
Sanborn Maps do not support this date. 
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The house under review circa 2022. 

 

 

             
 

1962 Sanborn Map             and             Current Survey 
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 Proposed East Elevation with Surrounding Structures 

        
 

Proposed Plan  

                   

  
Existing Front Elevation 
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Proposed Front Elevation 

 

Guidelines Cited on Review 

 

• New construction (pages 38a-38q), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, and 25. 

• New construction, Context (page 38-g) 2nd full paragraph. 
• New construction, Compatibility (pages 38i-38-j) complete section. 
• Decks, patios, hot tubs, spas, pools, and related equipment (page 39a), specifically 

guideline 1. 
• Parking, Landscaping, Open Space Environment (page 43), specifically guidelines 

1, 3, 4, and 9. 
 

Staff Analysis 

 
A Certificate of Appropriateness under review is for new construction of a structure. 
Proposed finish height of the principal structure will be lower than the historic eyebrow 
house located at 816 Eaton Street which fronts the principal road. The proposed design 
includes a five bay one-story front porch. The plan proposes the structure with the front 
facing Eaton Street.  A covered porch is proposed on the rear of the building, south 
elevation.  There is an existing parking easement for the property and noted in the site plan, 
brick driveway space.  A landscape plan to be proposed later by a landscape contractor. 
 
All new construction materials include wooden structural elements for the front and side 
porches, hardiplank for siding, wood front door, aluminum windows and doors, pvc trim 
and 5 v-crimp for roofing finish. The plans also depict the replacement of an existing 
driveway towards the northeast portion of the lot, with new bricks. 
 
Consistency with Guidelines Cited Guidelines 

 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design conforms with cited guidelines. The current 
house does not have a clear frontage as there are no front porches on any elevations. The 
new proposed design fits within the character of surrounding single family homes.  The 
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scale, mass and proportions of the new construction are in keeping with similar land use 
structures within the area and the building elevation changes will not overshadow the 
existing historic context. The new front porch is an appropriate design solution that gives 
this house an urban frontage, even though the address is Eaton Street, the property itself is 
surrounded by other structures and it is not located on a principal road, rather down a 
narrow lane. 
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1948 Sanborn Map 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1962 Sanborn Map 
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