
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: May 30, 2023   
 
RE: 621 Catholic Lane (permit application # T2023-0157) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Sapodilla tree. 
A site inspection was done and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Sapodilla (Manilkara zapote)   

                                   

 

 

Photo showing location of tree, as seen from road. 



 

Photo showing location of base and trunk of tree related to the structure, view 1. 



 
 

 

Two photos 

of tree 

canopy, 

views 1 & 
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Two photos of 

main canopy 

branches and 

trunk of tree, 

view 1 & 2. 



 

Photo showing base and trunk of tree, view 1. 



 

                                                       

Photo showing base and trunk 

of tree, view 2. 

 

Photo of tree canopy, 

view 3. 
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view 2. 
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view 4. 
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Close up 
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view 1. 



 
 

 

Closeup 

photo of 

codominant 
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Close up 

photo of 

crotch area 

in canopy, 

view 2. 



 

                                                      

Two photos of base of tree, 

rocks piled up onto root flare 

area, view 1 & 2. 



 
 

 

Two photos 

of tree 

canopy, 

views 5 & 6.   



 
 
 
Diameter: 42”  

Location: 40% (growing in back yard. Application states tree is causing 
house to lift-lifting of house not observed from outside during site visit. 
Additional information submitted by property owner documents interior 
floor slopes indicating uplift of foundation.)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  50% (overall condition is fair. Lots of resprouts from old cut 
areas,  with dense canopy in those areas, poor canopy structure, 
codominant trunks, root flare covered with rocks.)   
Total Average Value = 63% 
Value x Diameter = 26 replacement caliper inches 
 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Karen DeMaria
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2023 8:40 AM
To: Karen DeMaria
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Re: 621 Catholic Lane Tree removal application
Attachments: Catholic Lane 621 letter from Inspector regarding tree.pdf

From: Lyle A. Feigenbaum <k.feigenbaum@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 6:28 PM 
To: Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@cityofkeywest‐fl.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: 621 Catholic Lane Tree removal application 
 

Hi Karen,  
 
Filip (Fabi’s Garden) will also send you this information, but I just wanted you to have it from us as well.  Attached are 
the sections of the  inspection report for 621 Catholic Lane that notes that the tree roots have lifted the back porch 
towards the house and are most likely causing sloping and separation of interior floors.  The tree is also leaning towards 
the house which is of huge concern to us.   I have also attached a separate letter from the inspector regarding the 
tree.  Please let me know if you need anything else from us.  Filip will also stop by to speak with you to make sure you 
have everything you need.  Thank you so much. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lyle & Kerry Feigenbaum 
621 Catholic Lane 
 

  CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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Kerry and Lyle: 
  
I am reviewing your application as I put together my staff report for the June 12 Tree Commission 
meeting.  You state on the application that the tree is causing the house to lift significantly.  Do you have 
documentation or photos showing this that I can place into the file?  I did not notice any structural 
issues on the outside during my site visit tot eh tree.  Is there any additional information you would like 
me to place in the file?  When you bought the house did the inspector state anything regarding the tree 
roots? 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Karen 
  

Karen DeMaria 

Urban Forestry Manager 
Certified Arborist FL-6585A 
City of Key West 
305-809-3768 
  

 
 



 

 

            

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 4, 2023 
 
Lyle & Kerry Feigenbaum                                            
621 Catholic Lane 
Key West Florida 33040 
 
Re:  Home Inspection 621 Catholic Lane 
 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Feigenbaum:  
 
Home Inspector Chris Johnson performed a home inspection at 621 Catholic Lane on April 7, 2023 and 
noted the following:  
 

1.  Sections of rear paver patio were uplifted by tree roots.  
2.  Rear porch sloped towards structure that was likely caused by tree root uplifting porch boards.  
3.  Various sections of interior flooring were sloped and in some cases separated; that may have                      

been caused by tree roots.  
 
Thank you again and please let me know if you have any questions.  
 
 

CWalker 
 
Carolyn Walker 
Latitude 24 Office Admin.  
305-797-2671 
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On May 30, 2023, at 4:54 PM, Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@cityofkeywest‐fl.gov> wrote: 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Filip Popp <fabisgardens@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 7:03 PM
To: Karen DeMaria; Lyle A. Feigenbaum
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 621 Catholic lane.
Attachments: Screenshot_20230530_174742_Microsoft 365 (Office).jpg; Screenshot_20230530_174718_Microsoft 

365 (Office).jpg; 20230504_132140.jpg

 
Good afternoon Karen. 
I want to request permission to cut a tree from the back yard at 621 Catholic lane. This tree is large in size.The tree is 
leaning to side of the house and the root system already caused damage to back porch and pavers in backyard. It make 
great danger for  house especially now in hurricane season. I request you to please visit the site and after checking grant 
permission for its  removal otherwise it can cause further damage to property and of course to owners of the house 
which they don't feel save in their own house. 
 
 I hope you understand my concern and grant a permission  removal of the tree please,i will be very thankful. 
 
New owners of course planning to plant new trees on property just more further from our house. 
 
I attached few pictures of tree and report from contractor when he stayed the root system already caused damaged to 
house. 
 
Sincerely Filip Popp. 
Fabi's Fabulous gardens. 
 

  CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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