
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: May 31, 2023   
 
RE: 1503 Duncan Street (permit application # T2023-0179) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Ficus tree. The 
tree appears to be a hybrid with characteristics of both the Strangler and 
Cuban Laurel Fig trees.  A site inspection was done and documented the 
following: 
 

  Tree Species: Fig Tree (Ficus sp.) 
 

   

Photo showing location of tree. 



 
 

 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy, 
view 1. 

Photo of 
base of tree, 
view 1.  
Note tree is 
enveloping a 
Sabal/Fan 
type palm 
that will also 
have to be 
removed. 



 
 

 

Photo of 
base of tree, 
view 2. 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy, 
view 2. 



 
 

 

Phot of 
canopy, tree 
trunk. 

Close 
up 
photo of 
base of 
tree. 



 

Close up photo of tree trunk and palm trunk. 



 
 

 

Closeup 
photo of 
base of 
tree 
showing 
thatch 
palm 
growing 
in root 
system. 

Close up 
photo of 
tree trunk 
and aerial 
roots 
impacting 
property 
line fence 
and location 
of  adjacent 
neighbor’s 
structure, 
view 1. 



 

Close up photo of tree trunk and aerial roots impacting 
property line fence, view 2. 



 

Close up photo of tree trunk and aerial roots impacting property line 
fence and location of  adjacent neighbor’s structure, view 2. 
 



 
 

 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy 
taken form 
neighbor’s 
property, 
view 1. 

Photo 
showing 
location of  
neighboring 
structure 
and tree. 
Note impact 
area on 
structure. 



 

Photo of tree trunk structure and palm that is being enveloped, taken 
from neighbor’s property. 



 

                                                                         

Two photos of 
neighboring structure that 
is being directly impacted 
by tree.  Structure has 
water and electrical line 
system in it. 



                                   

 
Diameter: 36.3” - 24” = 12.3” regulated diameter 

Location: 60% (growing in back yard against property line fence, impacting 
neighbor’s accessory structure, enveloping a Sabal Palm.)   
Species: 0% (tree appears to be a hybrid fig tree, on not protected tree list 
but regulated if over 24” diameter.)  
Condition: 60% (overall condition is fair, typical ficus strangling growth.)   
Total Average Value = 40% 
Value x Diameter = 4.9 replacement caliper inches 
 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy 
taken form 
neighbor’s 
property, 
view 2. 



 

 

Additional 

Information 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Paul Toppino <pault@CharleyToppino.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 7:47 AM
To: Karen DeMaria
Cc: Paul Toppino
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Tree Removal Permit

Ms. DeMaria, 
 
I am wri ng about the pending tree removal request that is growing on my back yard neighbors’ lot at 1503 Duncan. My 
address is 1500 Catherine Street. 
 
The tree is pressing on my fence and the roof of my laundry room and is con nuing to grow and encroach. 
 
Besides leaning into the structure, I am concerned that the Water, Sewer and Gas line under the structure are being 
impacted. 
 
Please allow this tree (trees as there are 2 or 3 trees wrapped around each other) to be removed before further damage 
occurs. 
 
Thank you for your  me and considera on. 
 
Paul E Toppino 
1500 Catherine Street 
Key West, FL 33040 
 
pault@toppkw.com 
 
305 797 1000 
 

  CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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