
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: May 31, 2023   
 
RE: 1406 South Street (permit application # T2023-0140) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Royal 
Poinciana tree. A site inspection was done and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia) 
 

 

 
 

Photo showing location of tree. 



   
 

 

Photo showing 

location of tree 

in relation to 

structure. 

Photo of tree canopy, 

view 1. 



 

Photo of trunk and base of tree, view 1. 



 

Photo of trunk and base of tree, view 2. 

Termite mud trail. 



 

Photo of tree trunk. 



 
 

 

Two 

photos of 

the tree 

canopy, 

view 2 

and 3.  



 
 

 

Photo of 

base of tree, 

view 1. 

 

Photo of  

trunk and 

crotch of 

tree, 

view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of base 

of tree, view 2. 

Photo of  trunk and crotch 

of tree area, view 2. 

 



 
 

 

Two 

photos of 

the tree 

canopy, 

view 4 

and 5.  

 



  

Photo of trunk and base of tree, view 3. 

 



 
 

 

 
Photo of canopy trunks. 



 

Diameter: 23.5”  
Location: 80% (very visible tree growing in front yard)   

Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (overall condition is fair to poor, evidence of subterranean 
termites-mud trails on tree. Termites impacting structure.)   
Total Average Value = 76% 
Value x Diameter = 17.8 replacement caliper inches 
 



 

 

Additional 

Information 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Robert Goble <rtgoble@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2023 6:12 AM
To: Karen DeMaria
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Goble termite damage 1406 South Street

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hello Karen, 
Yesterday we found more termite house damage shown in the 2 attached photos. 
 
The termite damaged tree shown is about 8 feet from this point of the house front.  The house damage shown in these 2 
photos is about 7 feet directly left and 4 feet above the termite damaged french doors and frames shown in the first 
email I sent you last Friday. 
 
Will you be able to come and inspect the damaged tree before this weekend? 
 
Best regards, 
Bob Goble 
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Sent from my iPhone 
 
Robert T. Goble 
rtgoble@gmail.com 
Mobile: 803‐513‐2551 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Robert Goble <rtgoble@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2023 5:01 PM
To: Karen DeMaria
Subject: [EXTERNAL] R&C Goble 1406 South St

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Karen, 
 
I believe Kenny King explained the problem we have with termites damaging both the Royal Poinciana and a front french 
door set.  This damaged set was just replaced last April. 
 
We have known since 2018 about termite damage to the Poinciana, which Ken King found during trimming, but none to 
the house until this week.  Last year he said the Poinciana was getting worse and said that the tree may have only 
another year of safe condition. Unfortunately with the annual re‐checking and under house treatment spraying each 
April we just found this Wednesday that the termites had gotten into the front door set area.  Kenny and our termite 
inspector indicated the termites very likely came from the Poinciana that is only about 10 feet from the french door set 
on the front of the house. Attached photos will show you termite mud tunnels on the tree and damage to the front and 
inside the door set. 
 
Our regular April inspection was not done until after 3pm this Wednesday and  we did not know about the Tree 
Commission deadline for April requests until Kenny called us early that evening.  We would certainly appreciate it if our 
application for removal that Kenny submitted could be reviewed this month.  We leave Key West June 1st for our 2nd 
home in South Carolina. We are very concerned about continued damage to the tree and our home. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Best regards, 
Bob and Jane Goble 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Robert T. Goble 
rtgoble@gmail.com 
Mobile: 803‐513‐2551 
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